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T  O 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  EARL  OF  EG  MONT, 

VISCOUNT  PERCEVAL  OF  KANTURK, 
LORD  LOVEL,  AND  HOLLAND 
OF  ENMOREj 

FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY, 

F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c. 

Thefe  Letters  are,  with  the  moft  profound 
ref bed!l:3  inferibed. 

By  his  Lordfhip’s 

Moll  obedient, 

Moil  devoted, 

Humble  Servant, 

EDWARD  THOMPSON. 


A  2 


PROLOGOMENA. 

PROSE  Preface  precedes  books  in  verfe3 
As  mute^  parade  before  a  hearfe  : 

But  here,  to  change  the  mode,  I  chofe 
With  ihime  to  introduce  my  profe. 

At  Bath  thus  Derrick ,  the  poetical. 

Leads  out  in  minuet  geometrical. 

Soflow’ry  Prologues  ftrew  the  way. 

And  help  fometimes  a  heavy  play. 

If  this  ihould  have  that  good  effect, 

And  fave  my  Bark  from  being  wreck’d 
Or  (hould  the  truths  amufe  an  hour 
Some  Helen  under  fome  fweet  bower  > 

Or  fave  a  youth  firfl  bound  to  fea, 

From  that  fell  rock,  low  company  ! 

They’ll  Enfwer  every  wifh’d  intent. 

The  Poet  and  the  Sailor  meant. 

And  now  in  form  let  me  proceed, 

And  tell  the  reader,  what  he’ll  read, 

A3  De 


r-  - " 

(  ii  ) 

.De  Foe  the  trav’lcr  of  his  time. 

Form’d  Crufoe  and  a  favourite  clime; 

Which  fancy  oft  in  days  of  yore 
Had  fought,  but  never  found  before. 

Swift  caught  the  flame, --and  with  more  eafe> 
Rais’d  wonders  as  he  crofs’d  the  feas: 
-Language  he  gave  a  forrel  nag. 

And  giants  formed  for  Brobdignag. 

AH  Lilliput  was  made  by  Swift, - - 

< Truth  was  the  Dean’s  peculiar  gift.— 

But  here  you’ll  find  as  ftrange  as  true. 

The  Author  and  the  Sailor  too.  — 

To  this,  from  injured  Raleigh’s  time, 

Fe  vv  Tars  have  writ  in  profe  or  rhime.~— — 

A  Guinea-pig  I  firfl  was  ta’en. 

And  far  as  India  cut  the  main. 

( A’prenticefhip  to  make  a  tar;) 

Next  prefs’d  on  board  a  man  of  war  : 

Where  I  unknown  at  any  college,) 

Studied  fev’n  years  and  got  no  knowledge; 
Nay  what  is  more  furprizing  ftiil, 

At  Hampftead  bred.-— not  Pindus  Hill. 

Ne’er  bv  the  Alufes  honoured  yet, 

To  drink  Bohea,  or  play  picquet 
Ne’er  fung  with  Virgil  epic  lays. 

Nor  laugh’d  with  Martial  nights  and  days; 
With  Horace  ne’er  was  afked  to  dine. 

Or  tafte  his  pure  Falernian  wine  ; 

Nor  upon  Ovid  caft  an  eye, 

Tho’  he  lov'd  Love  as  well  as  I : 


Ne’er 
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(  iii  ) 

Ne’er  fwam  with  Hero  to  Leander, 

Nor  play’d  with  Terence  or  Menander  : 
And  yet  I’ve  had  a  wond’rous  fcope, — 

But  all  beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope . 

When  I  delcribe  a  little  man. 

Him  I  have  Teen  in  Indoflan  ; 

Or  tell  of  monfters  large  or  fmall. 

Behold  the  natives  of  Bengal . 

A  burning  Wife  may  raife  your  grief. 

Or  {tagger  for  a  time  belief  - 

Truth  will  in  all  the  facts  agree. 

So  Uirum  mavis , - accipe. 

Tis  no  furpnzc — a  drowned  woman 
Above  bridge  and  below  is  common. 

The  Elephant  fagacious  creature, 

May  raife  fur  pr  ize  in  every  feature  ; 

Although  Dan  Pope,  half  reafoning  terms  it; 
And  Bijhop  Warburton  confirms  it  ; 

Wifdom  you  muft  allow  the  beaft, - * 

Ay,  half  as  much  as  bard  or  prieff, 

The  ftone  at  top  of  mount  Hamm  am  ell. 
Perhaps  you’ll  call  or  whale  or  camel ; 

Think  as  you  will - but  if  you  doubt  , 

The  place  itfelf  will  point  it  out. 

My  Mufe  a  Will-o-wifp  will  form 
To  you  who  wander  but  in  Dream  : 

In  Indian  climes  you  find  her  fiift, 

Panting  poor  wench  !  quite  choak’d  with 
thirfl ; 


Then, 
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(  iv  ) 

Then,  like  a  bird  of  paffage  ftems 
The  air,  and  fwims  the  river  Ems  : 

Next  with  new  pinions  (he  defies 
Thole  {forms  that  cloud  the  weffern  fkies. 
Quick  to  America  (he  wings, 

And  of  Tobago’s  hermit  fings. 

She  then  whirls  with  this  whirling  ball. 

And  weeps  o’er  Lisbon’s  dreadful  fall. 

Readers  !  thefe  trips  call  what  you  pleafe. 
When  very  >oungfhe  crols’d  thefeas. 
Forgive,  my  Frien.  s  the  Mufe’s  youth, 

She  never  leaps  the  bounds  of  truth  ! 

If  prole  and  rhime  alas  fhould  jar, 

She’s  half  a  poet,  half  a  tar. 

Half  filh,  half  flefh,  ee’n  what  you  will,— 
Bred  to  the  Bow-lnes ,  not  the  £hnlL 
Should  you  not  find  fome  pleafing  letter, 

Pity  the  tar,  and  wifh  them  better. 

For  it  was  never  known  before, 

That  Mifs  Thau  a  trowfers  wore. 

* 

*Caetera  defiderantur, 

*  *  *  -*•  * 

#  *  *  * 

*  *  * 

*  * 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  S 


LETTER  I. 

To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 

At  Tea,  April  1754. 

AF  T  E  R  a  melancholy  tedious  con¬ 
finement  to  fky  and  water,  the  eye  is 
at  laft  eafed  with  the  fight  of  a  {hip  bound  to 
you,  and  though  a  ftrudlure  of  a  fimilar  ap¬ 
pearance,  yet  it  affords  fome  relief,  and 
much  pleafuie,  as  it  may  be  the  happy  means 
of  this  reaching;  your  hands.  ’Till  this,  fir,  the 
abilities  and  experience  of  age  never  appeared 
clearly  to  me  to  be  fuperior  to  youth — I  now 
diffindtiy  fee  where  I  was  partial  and  opinia- 
ted,  and  when  I  ought  to  have  embraced  your 
advice,  where  I  rejedled  it.  Eve  often  won¬ 
dered  to  myfelf  how  you  came  by  that  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  a  fea-hfe,  for  although  in 
theory,  yet  defenbed  in  fo  lively  a  manner, 
to  equal  the  moft  horrid  parts  of  practice  But 

alas  ! 


(  2  ) 

alas  !  dear  fir,  it  is  in  vain  to  repent ;  I  muft 
go  on,  though  your  defcriptions  of  doubling  the 
Cape ,  are  enough  juft  now  to  damp  that, 
which,  o’er  a  winter’s  fire,  ferved  only  to  ftir 
a  pafiion  I  could  wifh  had  ever  lain  dormant. 
But  hitherto  our  paftage  has  been  tolerable 

though  boifterous, - but  pleafant,  when 

a  man  can  think  like  a  Teaman,  that  his  great- 
eft  blefting  is  a  fair  wind.  But  furely  great  al¬ 
lowance  muft  be  made  for  fuch  extravagan¬ 
cies  of  thought,  when  every  hope  of  a  TailOf 
hangs  on  the  wings  of  the  wind. — Nothing 
can  load  them  with  that  dejedtion  of  fpirit  as 
a  ftill  calm,  and  calms  are  forretimes  in  thefe 
fouthern  latitudes  fo  tedious,  as  even  to  oc- 
cafion  a  putrefadlion  of  the  Tea.  In  thefe 
climes,  when  every  thing  leems  to  lofe  motion 
with  the  air,  the  fhips  are  generally  vifited  by 
(harks.  The  taking  one  of  thefe  monfters 
has  been  the  unhappy  occafion  of  one  of  the 

moft  terrible  fcenes  I  ever  beheld. - Mifs 

H.  a  young  lady  of  beauty,  virtue,  and  good 
fenfe,  going  to  Bombay,  and  betrothed  by 
her  parents  in  England  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
council  in  India,  too  eagerly  beholding  one  of 
thefe  creatures  out  of  her  cabin  window,  fell 
over  board  and  was  drowned  :  tho’  all  immedi¬ 
ate  aftiftance  was  given,  yet  every  endeavour 
was  in  vain  to  fave  this  amiable  lady,  whope- 
rifbed  in  an  unnatural  element,  though  ferenc 

and 


(  3 ) 

and  calm.  The  fright  muft  certainly  have 
killed  her  from  the  horror  of  themonfter,  for 
it  was  not  the  fifth  part  of  a  minute  before  (he 
was  taken  up.  The  forrows  on  this  unhap¬ 
py  occafion  are  general  and  great - and 

mine,  alas  !  almoft  infupportable  from  the 
affedfion  and  friendfhip  I  bore  this  dear  young 
creature — though  neither  my  youth  or  fituati- 
on  could  entitle  me  to  the  leaf!  (hare  of  her 
efteem.  So  univerfal  a  grief  never  appeared 
amongft  one  fet  of  people,  a  people  I  thought 
unfeeling  till  this — But,  alas  !  they  feem  emu¬ 
lous  to -lament  her  fate.  Had  he  known  her, 
what  retaliation  could  fortune  and  the  world 
have  made  the  man  for  whom  (he  was  defigned  ! 
Here  he  is  happy  in  not  knowing  the  fwceteft, 
faireft  creature  nature  ever  framed.  When- 
ee’r  I  fee  him  I’ll  paint  her  virtues  fo  lively, 
he  (hall  grieve  he  did  not  know  her — I  that  I 
ever  did  and  you  that  you  have  fo  unhappy  a 
friend  as 

Your  — - 


Tv  E  T 
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LETTER 


To  H,  M.  Efq ; 

Madrafs,  July  7,  1754. 

OUR  pafTage  to  this  place  has  been  quick, 
not  exceeding  four  months  from  our 
leaving  England,  but,  tho’  deemed  a  ftiort 
one,  of  fufficient  length  to  make  me  weary  of 
fky  and  water.  I  never  felt  fo  pleafing  a  fen- 
fation  as  on  my  firft  beholding  the  ifland  of 
Zeylon,  where  all  the  fweeteft  beauties  of  na¬ 
ture  are  collected  for  the  recreation  of  man¬ 
kind.  I  do  aflure  you  I  am  no  ways  partial  to 
this  lovely  fpot,  though,  from  its  appearance 
and  fituation,  I  believe  the  natives  would  find 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  perfuade  me  it  was  the 
original  Paradife.  The  Zeylones  boaft  of 
their  antiquity,  and  they  make  ufe  of  a  ftrong 
argument  from  record  in  behalf  of  this  opi¬ 
nion  ;  they  produce  the  mountain  called 
Adam’s  Peek,  upon  which  they  pretend  are 
many  infciptions  on  ftone,  to  confirm  all 
their  afiertions.  ’Tis  a  journey  I  muft  own, 
I  was  never  ambitious  of  taking,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  means  of  their  fupporting  this  argument ; 
but,  at  prefent  give  me  leave  to  pafs  it  at  fea ; 
and  in  another  letter,  I  promife  you  (hall 
have  their  fentiments  on  this  terreftrial  para¬ 
dife,; 


dife.  In  pafling  this  ifland,  his  impoflible 
for  you  to  conceive  how  the  fragrance  of  the 
land-breeze  revives  our  fcurvy  ipirits.  But 
the  feamen,  who  are  ever  extravagant  in  their 
opinions,  declare  they  have  fmelt  it  before 
they  faw  it  ;  and  the  dogs,  in  approaching 
the  land,  give  ftrong  indications  of  the  proxi¬ 
mity.  I  muft  own  I  cannot  boaft  of  fo  canine 
a  nofe,  being  till  this  troubled  with  a  polypus, 
which  is  entirely  removed  by  the  warmth  of 
thefe  fouthern  latitudes.  I  have  fmelt  this 
land  fifteen  leagues,  but  no  other  in  the 
world,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  aro¬ 
matic  fhrubs  and  trees  which  abound  here  : 
but  there  is  yet  a  ftronger  argument  in  favour 
of  the  fragrance  of  the  air,  the  Dutch  being 
permitted  to  export  annually  a  limited  quan¬ 
tity  of  cinnamon  and  other  fpices,  they  burn 
the  refidue,  which  is  afterwards  thrown  into 
the  fea,  where  it  covers  the  furface,  for 
leagues  like  tanner’s  bark.  One  would 
imagine  Milton  had  met  with  fomething  fimi- 
lar  to  this  place,  in  his  travels  into  Italy:  and 
tho’  he  has  faid  more  upon  it  than  any  man 
did  before  or  fince,  yet  it  falls  vaflly  fhort  o t 
its  beauties. 


i 


tc 


Now  gentle  gales, 


ic 


Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  difpenfc 

B  u  Native 
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“  Native  perfumes,  and  whifper  whence  they 
“  dole  [fail 

“  Thofe  balmy  fpoils.  As  when  to  them  who 
c'  Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope ,  and  now  are  paid 
*c  Mozambic,  oft  at  fea  north-eaft  winds  blow 
tc  Sabean  odor>  from  the  fpicy  fhore 
“Of  Arahy  the  bled,  with  fuch  delay 
“  Well  pic  a  fed,  they  flack  their  courfe,  and 
c*  many  a  league  (Tmiles. 

cc  Chear’d  with  the  grateful  fmell  old  ocean 

Notwitbdanding  this  ill  and  lies  fo  near  the 
continent  of  India,  and  is  fo  abundantly 
fruitful  in  every  thing,  and  crownedwith 
eternal  verdure  ;  yet  the  main  is  a  deril,  fan¬ 
ny  foil*  Madrafs  is  our  principal  fettlement 
on  the  coad  of  Coromandel,  and  is  fituated 
about  three  hundred  paces  from  the  fea,  in 
the  latitude  of  thirteen  degrees  noith.  It  is 
by  much  the  mod  healthful  place  we  podefs 
in  this  part  ot  India,  and  defended  by  a  for¬ 
tification  inferior  to  few  in  Europe  :  The 
town  is  regularly  built  ;  the  houfes  airy  and 
elegant ;  the  dreets  Ipacious  and  well  paved  ; 
but  only  inhabited  by  Europeans :  The  natives 
being  pagans,  after  their  daily  labour,  retire 
to  their  clay  huts,  about  a  mile  from  the  walls. 
'There  is  a  good  church  with  an  organ,  tho* 
a  little  prayer  goes  a  long  way  with  the  En- 
glifh  here.  There  are  alfo  public  gardens, 

where 


where  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  repair  in  an 
evening  in  their  palanquins  ;  an  indolent  me¬ 
thod  of  travelling  ;  but  well  adapted  to  the 
climate,  and  the  vaffalage  of  the  eafh  They 
are  much  like  our  fedans,  only  poles  at  each 
end  indead  of  the  Tides,  which  four  men  fup- 
po'  t  on  their  fhoulders.  If  this  oriental  pomp 
could  be  conveyed  to  London,  or  the  ladies 
of  fafhion  conveyed  here  (without  that  dif- 
agreeable  circumftance  of  doubling  the  Cape, 
or  palling  the  more  dreadful  deferts  of  Pei  ha 
and  Arabia)  Bath  and  Scarborough  would  be 
entirely  neglected  for  the  pomp  and  ferenity 
of  thefe  dimes.  They  would  only  lye  under 
the  obligation  of  bringing  their  mu  Tic  ;  fVr 
what  they  call  mafic  here,  is  only  the  con- 
fufed  jumble  of  a  number  of  inftruments,  its 
noife  being  its  excellence  ;  for  every  perform¬ 
er  feems  emulous  to  be  the  louded,  as  much 
as  I  am  to  be 


\  our  humble  fervant. 
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L  E  T  TER  III. 
To  Mr.  L*. 


Madrafs,  July  8,  1754* 

AMONGST  all  the  hiftorical  paf- 
fages  you  have  read,  and  the  many 
tours  you  have  made  to  the  different  parts  oi 
the  world,  I  don’t  think  you  have  met  any 
thing  half  fo  aftonifhing  as  the  fuperftition  oi 
thefe  people  :  tho’  blefieci  with  the  liveliefl  na¬ 
tural  parts,  they  are  guilty  of  the  rnoft  fur- 
priling  abfurdities,  and  all  under  the  fpecious 
name  of  religion.  I  he  inhabitants  of  tins 
coaft  are  chiefly  pagans,  of  the  Jento  caff, 
who  ftridlly  believe  in  the  dodtrine  of  tranf- 
migration  m,  maintaining,  that  the  human 
foul  pafles  from  one  degree  of  being  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  continually  actuates  fome  organifed 
body  for  a  certain  revolution  of  years  (flip- 
pofing  its  fin  to  be  expiated)  and  then  joins 
the  bleffed  in  eternal  blifs.  TheBramins,  or 
Brachmans,  called  by  the  ancients  gymnofo- 
phifts,  from  going  naked,  living  in  folitude, 
and  feeding  on  vegetables ;  by  whom  Pytha¬ 
goras  was  taught  the  opinion  of  the  metemp- 
fychofis,  which  opinion  they  rigidly  adhere 
to  and  pra&ife.  In  every  town  there  are  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  thefe  Bramins  their  fame 

depending 
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uepending  on  their  auderities  and  the  rigid 
performance  of  their  vows,  tho’,  in  fa£l,  they 
are  divided  into  two  dalles  ;  the  firft  volunta¬ 
rily  retire  to  woods  and  deferts  to  dudy  na¬ 
ture  and  adronomy  ;  the  fecond  live  in  the 
world  to  admonifn  princes,  direid  the  date, 
and  teach  religion  and  morality  to  the  people. 
No  man  fets  out  on  ajourney  without  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  magi,  and  till  they  declare  it  a  for¬ 
tunate  hour,  the  journey  is  poftponed,  tho’ 
ever  lo  material  ;  and  things  of  lefs  moment, 
in  common  domedic  affairs,  are  never  ex¬ 
ecuted  without  the  knowdedire  of  the  Bramivi. 
Thefe  divines  are  didinguidied  by  dreaks  of* 
paint  acrofs  their  foreheads,  and  drings  of 
packthread  round  their  necks  ;  but,  above 
all,  a  piece  of  mullin  covers  the  mouth  to  pre¬ 
vent  infects  being  deftroyed  by  flving  in,  by 
which  they  might  untimely  dedrov  a  parent  in 
a  fly,  before  he  had  worked  his  expiation  in 
that  body,  or  the  God  of  nature  meant  his 
death.  1  hefe  Bramins  are  great  adrologers 
and  diviners  ;  and  from  the  fame  they  had  ac¬ 
quired,  I  rofe  one  morning  early  with  a  friend* 
to  be  convinced  of  that  which  wore  greatly 
the  air  of  improbability.  Wc  found  the  phi- 
lofopher  in  a  little  thatched  clay  hut,  in  the 
miclA  of  a  grove  of  I  amarind  trees,  abforbed 
in  dudy  :  for  the  Bramins  have  dill  by  them 
fome  books  of  great  antiquity,  their  principal 

B  3  attention 


attention  being  paid  to  the  calculation  of 
eclipfes,  in  which  they  are  remarkably  exa& ; 
and  to  preferve  this  favourite  knowledge,  they 
have  a  large  univerfity  at  Bonarez  where  the 
moft  refined  wits  are  conjurers;  a  quality 
which  few  wits  in  Europe  are  blefled  with. 
As  foon  as  he  oblerved  us,  he  arofe  from  his 
mat  on  the  floor,  faluting  us  with  the  felam 
(which  is  rifing  both  hands  to  the  head)  ad¬ 
ding  grabenemcos,  be  it  to  ye  according  to  the 
prayers  of  the  poor.  He  was  a  majeftic  vene¬ 
rable  old  man  ;  his  complexion  jet  black,  with 
a  long  fnovvy  beard  ;  his  drefs  little,  but 
adapted  to  the  climate.  We  told  him  our 
errand  which  he  received  with  a  fmile  ;  and, 
fpeaking  diflin&ly  the  Englifh  language,  faid 

About  eight  moons  pafs'd , - — in  your  own 

country on  the  top  of  a  mountain ,  you  had  a 
fever .  He  then  pauled  ;  and  looking  at¬ 
tentively  on  my  face  and  right  hand,  added; 
twenty  and  two  tnoons  elupfed ,  a  virgin  died  that 

had  your  fir Jl  love,  Gue/s  my  furprize  !  he 
would  have  proceeded  ;  but  Shakefpear’s  Fai- 
rv-land  coming  quick  to  my  memory,  made 
me  withdraw,  to  reflect  on  what  was  minutely 
true,  both  in  regard  to  time  and  circumffance. 
I  dare  fay,  youll  immediately  thank  my  com¬ 
panion  for  this  joke  ;  but  that  is  eafily  ie- 
moved  when  I  allure  you  he  was  a  Granger 

to 


to  me.  So  if  you  don't  admire  the  art  of  my 
fortune-teller,  it  will  ferve  you  to  laugh  at  the 
credulitv  of 

Your’s,  &c. 


LETTER  IV. 

To  L.  L.  Efq; 

Madrafs,  July  io,  1 754* 

T\V  O  letters,  from  one  place,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  more  than  you  are  entitled  to  ; 

but  as  one  was  full  of  pagan  idolatry,  the 
other  (hall  treat  of  fome  Chriftianity  ;  al¬ 
though  among  the  natives,  there  are  barely 
veftiges  fufficient  to  entitle  it  to  the  very  name. 
About  three  miles  from  this  city,  over  a 
burning  fand,  is  a  fmall  eminence  called  Saint 
Thomas’s  Mount,  where  that  apoftlc  obtain¬ 
ed  leave,  after  performing  many  miracles,  to 
erecSt  a  church,  and  preach  the  do&rinc  of 
Chrift.  Amongft  a  number  of  things  equally 
miraculous,  this  is  mentioned  :  a  large  piece 
of  timber  lying  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Meliapour ,  and  obftruCting  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  vcfTels, — the  apottlc,  by  fatten¬ 
ing  his  girdle  to  it,  drew  it  away,  tho’  a  num¬ 
ber  of  elephants  had  been  ineffectually  employ¬ 
ed  before  :  upon  which  conviction,  Sagamo , 
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the  reigning  king,  became  (with  many  thou- 
lands)  a  convert  to  the  Chriftian  religion, 
i  he  Bramins  finding  St.  Thomas  fucceed 
in  his  new  dodbrine,  and  fearing  he  would  in 
time  extn pate  them,  and  their  religion,  came 
f°  a  refolution  to  murder  him  ;  which  they  in¬ 
humanly  did  when  at  his  devotions  in  the  cha¬ 
pel  :  his  body  was  interred  in  the  church,  and 
afterwards  taken  up  by  the  Portuguefe,  where 
by  it  was*  found  Sagamo’ s  and  both  were 
moved  to  the  city  of  Goa,  in  the  reign  of 
John  the  third  of  Portugal  ;  where  an  elegant 
church  is  eredbed  to  their  memories,  and  de¬ 
dicated  to  that  difciple. 

Adcliapour  (which  was  then  the  metropolis 
of  that  part  of  India)  hath  fcarce  a  fione  left  to 
declare  where  it  flood  ;  a  few  inhabitants  and 
huts  continue  the  name,  tho’  the  very  river  is 
dried  which  occafioned  the  miracle.  There 
are  many  things  related  of  this  apoftle  by  the 
Portuguefe,  fince  their  firft  arrival  in  India, 
which  have  been  varioufly  repeated  from  time 
to  time,  befides  a  numDer  of  crofles  have  been 
found,  perpetual  lamps,  infer options  on  brafs, 
&c.  but  the  fuperftition  of  thefe  catbolicks, 
joined  to  the  various  priefl-c rafts  they  per- 
foim,  make  them  as  little  to  be  depended 
on,  as  the  untutored  Indians.  You  muA 
laugh  with  me  at  the  perpetual  lamps  in  Saint 

Thomas’s 
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Thomas’s  tomb,  being  a  very  inferior  piece 
of  legerdemain  to  that  daily  praftifed  in  the 
Roman  churches.  The  chief  religion  of  the 
IVlufTulmans  confifls  in  tneir  lamps,  which 
have  been  known  to  bum  for  ages  ;  but  it 
would  be  more  furprizing  to  have  them  go  out 
than  continue,  when  we  are  acquainted  peo¬ 
ple-are  deputed  to  refrefh  and  attend  them* 
This  is  not  inferior  to  a  juggle  amonglb  the 
prieils  of  the  lower  feet , — who  denounce  them 
curfed  if  they  neglect  bringing  victuals  for  the 
fupport  of  their  idols,— which  Idols  never  feed 
publickly,  tho’  ferved  with  the  daintieft  cates; 
—but  the  abftinent  prieft,  who,  like  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  is  fuppofed  to  fubfift  on  vegetable, 
regales  himfelf  with  his  wooden  gr  d,  at  tnc 
expence  of  their  viands  and  credulity.  You 
fee,  my  dear  friend,  in  all  {fates,  potentates, 
and  principalities, — there  is  moie  or  lefs  ho¬ 
cus-pocus  in  religion. 

That  Saint  Thomas  did  preach  in  India, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt,  and  that  he  was 
murdered  there,  feems  very  evident, — but 
whether  really  moved  from  ALtliapour  to  Goa , 
I  can’t  affirm  ;  for  they  {hew  you  the  remains 
of  his  church  at  the  former,  and  (wear  to  his 
tomb  at  the  latter:  but  when  we  find  fome 

thoufands  of  Chriftian  pilgrims,  annually  tra¬ 
velling 
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veiling  through  India  to  EdeJJa  in  Udejapotamia , 
to  pay  homage  to  his  remains,  it  prevents  me 
iixing  the  place  of  his  interment,  which  per¬ 
haps  you  may  fettle  in  your  more  attentive 
peculations.  I  muff  own  an  accidental  dif- 
covery  1  made  by  being  frequently  with  the 
younger  Bramins,  gdvcs  me  flrong  reafons  to 
think  the  New  Teflament  has  been  preached 
among#  them,  and  is  Pill  handed  down  in 
their  devotions.  W henever  they  meet  to 
fmoak  the  bubble  bubble  they  introduce 

Is  certainly  in  the fe  hot  climates  an  improvement 
of  the  pipe ,  containing  a  pint  of  water,  which 
makes  the  fmoak  come  cool  to  the  mouth  ;  the  lower 
part  is  composed  of  a  cocoa  nut ,  upon  which  is  ere  fled 

a  reed  of  half  a  foot  in  length, - on  the  lop  of 

which  in  an  earthen  howl  is  depofited  the  fire  : 
they  fmoak  a  variety  of  leaves  and  woods  hut  no 

tobacco - From  the  veffel  wherein  the  water  is 

held  projeds  a  long  tube - Jome  made  of  cane, 

others  of  leather ,  covered  with  velvet ,  adorned  with 
gold,  many  yards  long,  the  part  for  the  mouth  being 

agate  of  great  value .  - 7 he  elegance  0}  the  hubble- 

bubble,  is  a  great  piece  of  Indofian  foppery  • _ very 

often  prefuming  greatly  on  its  value  ; - it  has  a 

pompous  appearance,  and  is  generally  brought  in  of- 
O  dinner—— —placed  at  a  conjiderable  difiance  from 
the  mafier  of  the  houfie,  who  has  the  agate  pipe  on 
the  tube  handed  bim.—py f  find  it  in  many  nations 

a  mark 


(  *5  ) 

a  kind  of  religious  Tinging  with  their  conver¬ 
sation,  and  often  hearing  the  fubfequent  words 
repeated,  I  begged  a  tranflation  of  them  : 
Radie  Viftnou  gouvendai. 

Pedebolai  anundai. 

O  !  Radie,  O  ! - 

which  is  literally,  cc  God  give  us  this  day 

our  daily  bread.” - From  this  one  would 

imagine  they  had  more  lights  than  pagan, 
and  yet  the  reft  of  their  idolatries  confound  all 
the  reafon  patience  and  common  fenfe  of 

Your - 


a  mark  of  friendjhip  to  fmoak  out  of  one  pipe 
here  it  is  greatly  obferved,  but 'with  more  folemnity 
amongjl  the  american  f adages ,  tv  ho  abfolutely  ratify 
a  peace  with  a  whiff  of  tobacco. 


LET- 


(  ) 

LETTER  V. 
To  H  M.  Efq ; 


Madrafs,  July  27,  1754* 

TH  I  S  city  makes  a  mod  elegant  appear¬ 
ance  to  the  Tea,  nor  is  it  ftronger  in  ap¬ 
pearance  than  reality  ;  for  it  certainly  is  a 
mod  redoubtable  fortification  ;  the  coming 
on  fhore  is  only  practicable  in  the  mujjulers , 
boats  built  of  thin  wood,  which  yield  when 
thrown  on  the  fhore  by  the  force  of  the  fea  ; 
for  here  is  always  a  large  furf  which  rife  3  thirty 
feet  perpendicular  from  the  furface  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  often  beats  over  the  walls  to  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  town :  in  fuch  heavy  Teas  as  thefe, 
boats  of  our  firm  heavy  conftruCtion  would  be 
dafhed  to  pieces,-— It  requires  fome  dexterity 
to  fteer  on  thefe  occafions,  of  which  the  na¬ 
tives  ate  perfectly  matters,  obferving  always  to 
keep  direCtly  before  the  fea,  and  when  they’ve 
received  the  laft  fhock,  or  roll  of  the  wave 
they  leap  out  of  the  boat  and  run  her  high  on 
the  beach  j'but  fometimes,  in  fpight  of  all 
their  vigilance,  boats  are  overfet,  and  paf- 
fen^ers  drowned.  Here  is  ttill  a  more  roman- 

o 

tic  method  of  failing  upon  catamarans  *,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  or  four  logs  of  wood  lafhed  to¬ 
gether,  upon  which  the  Indian  places  him- 

felf 
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ft* If  with  a  paddle,  having  a  cloth  round  his 
middle,  and  a  high  cap  cn  his  head,  com- 
pofed  of  leaves,  which  throws  off  the  water; 
for,  like  ducks,  they  are  as  often  under  the 

water  as  above  it  : - in  this  cap  he  depofits 

his  letters,— -and  fometimes  meets  and  follows 
fhips  to  fea  many  leagues  : — they  always  fifh 
two  or  three  miles  from  the  (bore,  and  then 
they  ftand  upright  to  attend  their  lines,  as 
firm  as  we  on  a  more  folid  bafis — tho’  I  have 
feen  them  fall  off7, — but  they  are  on  again  in  an 
inftant. 

To-morrow  we  fail  for  Vizagapatam ,  and 
fliall  leave  behind  ias  the  higheff:  oriental 
pomp.  The  refpect  offered  even  to  a  plebeian 
European,  is  fufHcient  to  make  him  renounce 
the  fimplicity  of  his  native  country,— -but 
when  I  afeend  to  the  governor,  bis  beyond 
any  regal  pageantryyou  can  conceive  :  a  jaunt 
to  his  villa,  is  like  the  moving  of  an  army.— - 
I  can't  fay  he’s  a  demi-god, — but  he’s  cer¬ 
tainly  a  demi-king  amidff:  his  demi-devils.— 
One  would  imagine  Milton  catched  the  fire 
of  his  infernal  defeription,  from  an  Indian 
governor  marching  to  war. 

All  in  a  moment  thro’  the  gloom  were  feen 
Ten  thoufand  banners  raife  into  the  air. 

With  orient  colours  waving  :  with  them  rofr 

C  A  foref! 


. 
■ 


M 
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A  forcft  huge  of  fpears,  and  thronging  helms  ; 
Appealed  and  ferried  fhields  in  thick  array. 

Of  depth  immeasurable  :  anon  they  move 
In  perfect  phalanx.—- 

A  man  ought  to  have  a  ftrong  (hare  of  good 
fenfe  and  abundance  of  humility,  to  withftand 
fuch  honours,  and  fuch  adulation  ;  unlels  he 
means  to  refide  here  his  whole  life  for  ’tis 

an  intoxication  the  air  of  England  greatly  dif- 
agrees  with.  A  very  merchant  here  appears 

as  pompous  as  a  prince  ; — and  tho  the  trade 
of  England  is  allowed  to  exceed  any  other  part 
of  the  world,  yet  there  are  merchants  here, 
and  a  number  too  the  wealthieft  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  Their  trade  is  not  very  extenfive,  fel- 
dom  penetrating  farther  than  Perfta ,  Turkey 9 
or  the  Red-fea  ; — but  where  there  are  any 
profits,  they  muff  amafs  great  Turns  from  their 
ceconomy  and  low  method  of  living  :  they  cer¬ 
tainly  make  a  pompous  appearance  offervants, 
-—but  then  we  muft  con'idei  thofe  fervants 
don’t  coif  them  more  than  2S.  3d:  per  months 
for  they  neither  diet  nor  cloath  them.  -  — *• 
There  was  a  petty  trader  here  called  Lingetty , 
only  valued  at  150,000  1.  In  fhort,  you  are 
but  very  little  folks  when  compared  with  thefe 
Orientals.  I  afTure  you  we  make  no  incon¬ 
siderate  figure  in  an  evening  in  the  Toddy  Gar¬ 
dens  ,  where  certainly  pomp  Supplies  the  place 
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®f  beauty.  To  be  fure  in  th  eMail  you  great¬ 
ly  exceed  us : — but  you  rnufl  recoiled  you’ve 
no  perpendicular  Inns  : — 5tis  no  reflection  on 
my  countrywomen  here — when  truth  gives 
the  preference  to  the  native  ladies, —  who  are 
of  a  fine  bright  olive,  delicately  formed,  re¬ 
gularly  featured,  and  pretty  to  admiration. 
In  thefe  gardens  we  drink  a  cool  liquor  called 
Toddy  ^  which  diftils  from  the  Palm-tree  : — ■ - 
the  Indians  making  incifions  in  the  wood, 
and  hang  little  pots  to  receive  the  vegetable 
juice  :  the  trees  are  from  50  to  70  feet  high, 
without  knot  or  branch,  and  yet  the  natives 
climb  them  with  great  agility,  by  the  afliftance 
of  a  hoop  and  fpikes  to  their  feet.  The  co¬ 
coa  which  is  a  fpecies  of  the  palm,  is  fuperior 
in  utility  to  any  tree  of  the  creation, — parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  Maldives*  ifiands,  where  they 
build,  rig,  and  fit  out  (hips  from  this  tree, 
and  when  ready  to  fail,  load  them  with  its 
produCI, - as  wine,  arrack,  (which  is  a  fpi- 

rit  by  difiillation  from  the  toddy)  vinegar, 
black  fugar,  (fiom  evaporation  of  the  toddy) 

fruit  and  fheils.  Thefe  will  appear  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  productions  for  one  tree,  and  yet 
when  minutely  and  philofophically  confidered, 
not  more  wonderful  than  many  other  parts  of 
the  creation ;  as  the  growth  of  hemp,  the  growth 

*  A  chain  of  ifles  3.  E.  of  Malabar. 

C  2 


of 


of  cotton,  and  a  worm  weaving  filken  robes  for 
the  fopperies  of  mankind.  The  bark  of  this 
tree  maketh  fails,  cordage  and  cables,  a  kind 
of  cables  fuperior  to  thofe  we  have ;  being  of 
an  elaffic  nature,  they  endure  the  force  of  the 
tempeft  better,  and  improve  from  being  in 
the  water:  the  body  of  the  tree  affords  tim¬ 
ber,  and  their  very  anchors  are  made  of  wood 
loaded  with  (tones.  All  over  India  their  huts 
are  conffructed  of  this  tree,  and  thatched  with 
the  leaves  ;  the  milk  of  the  nut  they  drink ; 
they  eat  the  kernel,  and  the  (hells  are  ufed 
for  various  domeftic  purpofes.  To  travel  and 
not  communicate  one’s  obfervations  is  unge¬ 
nerous  ;  and  often  when  they  are  read  by  tho(e, 
who  have  not  been  out  of  the  fmoak  of  their 
own  chimnies,  they  are  looked  on  as  hyper¬ 
bolical  and  iomantic.  Tho’  you  have  not 
voyaged,  Sir,  you  have  read,  and,  perhaps, 
amongft  all  your  reading,  you  have  not  met  a 
Mandeville  equal  to - 


Your  nephew,  & c. 
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LETTER  VI. 


To  H.  M.  Elq  • 

Vizagapatam,  Auguft  2,  1754. 
AHIS  is  the  moft  focial  fpot  I  have  feen 


on  this  continent. - The  whole  fac¬ 


tory  live  in  fuch  harmony  together,  they  may 
be  properly  ftiled  one  family,  of  which  Mr. 
Pigot  is  the  father  and  governor.  A  fcene  of 


fuch  hofpitality  to  a  traveller  is  uncommon, 
but  when  met  with,  very  engaging.  Their 
houfes  are  fmall,  and  fituated  in  the  m  id  ft  of 
Gardens,  and  ierve  at  once  for  temples  and 

habitations, - but  calculated  for  coolnefs, 

and  furrounded  with  the  tailed;  palm  trees.— 
In  fuch  a  corner  of  the  earth,  where  a  new 
-European  face  is  feen  but  annually,  what  a 
plealme  it  is  to  find  a  gentleman  endowed  with 
power  and  abilities,  ftudious  to  pleafe,  and 
agieeable  to  thole  fortune  has  railed  him  to 
govern.  i  ne  love  and  friendfhip  which  reign 
in  this  fmall  fociety,  look  fo  much  like  the 
golden  age* —  that  1  diead  the  very  thoughts, 
of  a  departure. 

Aurea  prima  fata  eft  neftas,  quae,  vindice  nullo, 
Sponte  fua  fine  lege  fidem  reftumque  colebat. 
Montibus  in  liquidas  pinus  defeendera  undas : 


Nullaquc 


Nullaque  mortales,  practer  fua  littora,  norant. 

- ——fine  militis  ufu 

Mollia  fecurae  peregebant  otia  *  gentes. 

Ver  erit  as  ernam,  placidique  tependibus  auris 
Mulccbant  Zephyri  natos  line  femine  floros. 
Fluminajam  laciis,  jam  flumida  ne&aris  ibantj 
Flavaque  de  viridi  itillabant  ilici  mdla. 

That  was  a  golden  age  which  man  firft:  faw, 
Reafon  his  guide  and  nature  all  his  law  : 

Trees  kept  their  mountains,  nor  did  man  ex¬ 
plore 

Riches  in  fhips  on  India's  burning  Shore . 

No  hoftile  Nabob's  arms  difturbed  his  peace. 
Time  Hid  away  in  virtue,  love,  and  eafe. 
Flowers  bloomed  eternal,  not  from  feeds  they 
grew. 

Spring,  was  immortal, — Zephyrs  gently  blew. 
With  iniik  and  ne£far,  ev’ry  ftream  was  fill  d, 
And  wine,  arrack ,  and  honey ,  palms  diftili  d. 

The  country  about  Vizagapatam  is  very 
mountainous,  and  the  valley*  rich  and  fhaJy  „ 

- through  thefe  mountains  runs  a  imall  nver, 

and  on  the  banks  and  fides  ot  tne  h  l*s  a  num¬ 
ber  of  I i l tic  villas  and  grottos  are  delightfully 
fuuated* 

This  is  the  firft  place  I  ever  received  any 
advantage  from  having  a  public  education- 
meeting  with  Mr.  M.  a  icotT  ellow  and 

countiymam 


*  Mentes, 
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countryman. — It  is  impoffible  to  fay  the  mu- 
tual  pleasure  it  occafions  ; — how  happy  he  is 
to  confer  civilities, — how  pleated  I  am  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  efpecially  from  a  man  1  long  lived 
with,  and  with  whofe  connexions  I  am  well 
acquainted.  There  are  many  things  to  be 

for  and  againft  a  public  education  ; - it 

gives  a  youth  who  is  to  pufh  his  way  through 

the  world,  an  idea  of  it  in  miniature  : - a 

large  fchool  may  be  compared  to  a  fmall  re¬ 
public, ---for  there  you  have  chiefs,  patricians 
and  plebeians, — wits  and  dunces  ; — military, 
mechanical,  mercantile  agronomical,  poe¬ 
tic,  and  every  other  genius  in  its  infancy, 

_ and  very  often  fuch  friendfhips  are  con- 

trailed  as  even  to  rival  Nisus  and  Eu- 
ryalus  and  that  fcholaltick  friendlhip  is 
of  lo  permanent  a  nature,  that  it  al  ne  is  a 
fufficient  inducement  tor  a  father  who  has  en¬ 
joyed  it,  to  fend  his  fon  to  partake  of  the 
fame  happinefs.— We  are  entertained  at  the 
governor's  table  with  a  moit  peculiar  repaft, 
or  rather  defert — as  tis  never  ferved  till  the 
cloth’s  removed  ; — but  yet  tis  no  fruit — but 
perfectly  a  vegetative  or  animal  treat. — In 
(hort,  'tis  one  of  Swift’s  Lilliputians,— 
a  man,  the  moft  corroborating  proof  of  the 
Dean’s  travels,— tho’  his  elegant  voyages  are 
treated  as  mere  matter  of  romance-— when 

they  are  certainly  no  more  lo  than  Robinfon 

Crufoe , 
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Crufoe.  The  world  perhaps,  one  day  or  other, 

may  pretend  to  fay  the  fame  of  mine, _ be- 

caufe  I  fhall  begin  like  Daniel  de  Foe . 
«  I  E.  T.  was  born  of  reputable  parents  in 
“  the  town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  from 
“  whence  I  lailed  in  the  Love  and  Unity  whom 
God  pre(e  ve)  anno  1750.  on  a  voyage  to 
c*  Greenland.”— -I  fhall  almoft  find  it  as 
great  ^  difficulty  to  get  credit,  as  thefe  much 
greater  authors,—  -elpecially  when  I  tell 
you,  our  delert  at  the  governor’s  was  the 
perfon  and  converfation  of  an  Indian  dwarf, 
three  feet  high,  and  a  prieft  of  the  Moorifh 
church  ; — his  face  is  perfect  jet — contrafted> 
with  a  long  filver  beard, — and  every  member 
proportioned  with  the  juftelt  fymmetry  j—the 
tone  of  his  voice  is  fmorous  and  manly, --and 
his  converfation  fenfible  ,  he  is  married  to  a 

lady  greatly  out  of  proportion  to  himfelf. _ 

who  has  bore  him  two  children  (not  of  the 
Li’liput  race)  whom  I  one  day  faw  him  fevere- 
ly  chide  in  the  public  ffreet  with  his  cane  _ 
a  kind  of  domeflic  dodfrine  pi  opagated  here. 
This  Mah  metan  pygmy  eve.y  day  after 
dinner — is  placed  by  the  (ervant  on  the  table— 
where  he  walks  round,  and  difcourfes  warmly 
with  the  guells  in  Englifh.  Such  an  orator 
with  you  would  draw  a  great  congregation, 
and  make  more  come  to  church  than  were 
religious.  I  wifli  1  could  remit  him  by  letter, 

■ — he 


<  *5  ) 

_ he  would  raife  as  great  a  concourle  as  the 

quart  bottle  did,—  with  more  probability  of 
getting  into  it :  but  he  is  an  ecclefiaftick  of 
diftinction — and  from  his  petitnefs—crijoys  a 
good  living, — tho’  three  and  four  thoufand 
pounds  have  been  offered,  by  many  Eaft-In- 
dia  captains  to  bring  him  to  England,  and 
return  him  in  four  years,  but  without  fuccefs. 
I  muft  own  I  often  wifh  I  could  trapan  his 
holinefs,  tho’  it  would  wear  fche  air  of  facra^* 
lege  in  a  pagan  country. 

I  am,  &c. 


Vol. 


\ ,  E  T- 


LETTER  VII. 

To  L.  L. 


Vizagapatam,  Auguft  3.  1754. 

IT  is  almoft  endlefs  to  continue  the  theme 

of  paganifm,  for  every  acre  of  ground 

contains  people  of  different  tenets. — Herje 

I’m  prefented  with  the  fuperftition  of  the 

Mujfulman— and  have  vifited  their  grand 

mo.'que  :  wherein  arc  a  number  of  lamps, 

which  have  burnt  for  many  years.  The  build- 
•  • 

Ing  is  a  mean  piece  of  marble  architecture, 
adorned  with  dull  hieroglyphicks  ;  and  the 
only  ornament  within  is  a  neat  filk  bed,  where¬ 
on  they  would  perfuade  me  the  body  of  Ma¬ 
homet’s  brother  was  repofed — which  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  look  at,  but  they  were  prepared 
to  prevent  me.  This  mofque  is  illuminated 
every  day  of  worfhip,  and  the  fleeping  pro¬ 
phet  ferved  with  the  daintieff  cates, — for  no 
man’s  prayers  are  accepted  without  an  offering. 
They  have  neither  altars  nor  images,  but 
when  they  pray,  they  turn  themfelves  toward 
Mecca>  where  (’tis  faid)  Mahomet  was  born, 
and  where  his  temple  Klabbe  Hands,  but  his 
tomb  is  at  Medina ,  about  ten  miles  from  Mec¬ 
ca ,  where  an  annual  pilgrimage  is  made.  But 
of  all  Idolatries,  (unlels  the  Egyptian)  nothing 
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c*fi  be  more  Ihocking  and  ridiculous,  than 
the  adoration  of  Monkies  here  ;  which  from 
being  made  facre<K  are  innumerable.  In  a 
large,  pleafant,  fhadv  valley,  about  five  miles 
from  Vizagapatam ,  is  the  neatefl,  beft  build¬ 
ing  in  India,  called  Annemunto'  temple,  in 
which  a  golden  monkey  is  worfhipped  by 
this  idolatrous  part  of  mankind,  as  a  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  whole  community,-— which  in¬ 
habit  the  trees  of  the  valley,  and  are  fed  with 

rice  at  the  expence  of  the  worfhippers. - 

It  is  very  diverting  to  ride  thro’  this  vale, 
amongft  thefe  little  filvan  gods — which  may 
be  ftiled  the  Satyrs  of  the  woods  : — they  mufl 
certainly  be  what  the  ancients  adored  under 
the  names  of  Satyr  Panes.)  Faunl  Sylvarunt 
Gods  of  the  Woods•,,— Thev  feem 
fo  fenfible  of  their  refpeft  and  fecurity,  as  to 
approach  you,  and  accompany  you  as  you 
move  from  tree  to  tree,  with  a  thoufand  an- 
ticks  peculiar  to  their  race.  I  cannot  imagine 
what  can  have  procured  them  fo  much  refpeft 
with  thefe  people,  unlefs  its  their  refemblancc 
of  little  men,  and  their  belief  in  the  do&rine 
of  Pythagoras  \ — for  abiolutely  their  appear¬ 
ance  is  more  human  than  animal,  be¬ 
ing  a  flrong  likenefs  of  the  natives  in  every 
thing  but  fize, — which  is  very  (mail  ;  their 
faces  are  black,  and  their  beards  long  and 
white.  We  are  not  to  be  aftonifhed  at  fuch 

idolatry, 
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idolatry,  when  we  read  the  wifefl  and  braveft 
people  have  been  guilty  of  worfc  abfurdities 
in  kneeling  to  flocks  and  flones. 

We  have  here  a  defeated  Nabobs  with  all  the 
regalia  of  war,  and  fo  very  military  in  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  that  women,  Elephants  and  camels, 
compofe  his  camp  :  his  ladies  are  fo  nume¬ 
rous,  that  their  huts  alone  form  a  little 
town,  being  300,  and  in  feperate  apartments, 

_ and  as  difficult  to  come  at,  as  the  mofl 

hidden  jewels  in  the  mines  of  Golconda.  Such 
is  the  vanity  of  the  oriental  ladies,  preferring 
the  300dth  part  of  a  prince,  and  eternal  foli- 
tude  and  retirement,  to  liberty  and  one 
man.  This  kind  of  love  would  ill  agree 
with  the  Englifh  ladies  :  to  be  carried  to 
Bath  and  Scarborough  in  a  nutch,  and  there 
deprived  of  the  pleafure  ot  feeing  and  being 
feen. - 1  entertain  mvfelf  here  in  an  even¬ 

ing  in  a  fumptuous  manner,  riding  be¬ 
tween  two  of  the  Nabob  s  fons  on  a  file 
elephant; - the  back  being  broad,  re¬ 

quires  no  faddle,— a  red  cloth  trimmed  with 
gold  being  thrown  over  for  an  ornament  :  the 
gait  is  long  and  fatiguing,  but  not  being  a- 
bove  ten  feet  high,  is  a  hobby  in  comparifon 
of  fome  here.  The  fagacity  of  the  elephant  is 
fo  well  known,  that  no  a£tion  of  the  animal 
can  furprife  you  afeer  atttending  and  reading 

the  facts  related  by  the  celebrated  Pliny : — 

cc  he 
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vt  he  tells  us  an  elephant,  duller  than  ufual, 
“  was  found  by  his  mafter  practifing  the  lef- 
tc  Tons  taught  him  in  the  day,— and  that  he 
faw  one  which  had  learnt  the  Greek  alpha- 
Cc  bet  and  could  put  a  lentence  together  with 
<c  his  trunk*”  For  my  own  part,  I  have  been 
fo  much  amongft  them,  and  I  have  feen  fo 
many  of  their  actions  that  I  can  credit  any 
thing  I  hear  of  ’em.---Clofe  to  the  window 
of  my  lodging,  is  tethered  eleven,  where  they 
are  fed  with  long  grafs  and  boughs  of  trees  ; 
but,  upon  my  rifing  this  morning,  I  was  pre- 
fented  at  once  with  the  mod:  unparalelled  feene 
of  revenge  and  knowledge,  that  ever  came 
from  a  brute.— This  hobby  of  Brobdigna* 
was  the  moderato  dze  of  15  feet  4  inches— 
I  won’t  enter  into  a  minute  defeription  of  fo 
common  an  animal,  only  contradict  the  error 
of  their  deeping  againft  a  tree,  and  having 
no  joints,— by  alluring  you  they  rife  and 
tall  with  more  agility  than  any  bead:  of  the 
creation.  Their  capacity  is  certainly  beyond 
half  reafoning ;  they  are  abfolutcly  lawyers 
when  compared  with  many  of  our  acquain¬ 
tance, — and  the  following  little  hidorv  will 
fo  bias  you  in  their  favour,  that,  could  I 
believe  in  tranfmigration,  I  Ihould  perfwadc 
myfelf  you  would  reanimate  the  body  of  the 
renfonmg  elephant. — -The  keeper  broke  him  a 
cocoa-nut,  and  gave  him  the  fhell  only,  which 

the 
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the  beail  took  with  that  apparent  good  nature, 
he  had  done  with  the  kernel  in.  When  he 
came  to  feed  him  the  following  morning,  he 
feized  him  with  his  trunk,  threw  him  in  the 
air,  then  mangled  the  body  with  his  foot,— 
placing  the  (hell  on  the  corpfe,  (which  he 
had  retained  in  his  mouth)  as  a  reafon  for  the 
juftnefs  of  the  murder.  I  expedt  credit  with 
you  for  this,  Pliny  might  have  got  it  with  the 
world  ;  but  however  romantick  and  aftonifh- 
ing  this  adtion  may  appear,  yet  it  falls  as  in¬ 
finitely  fhort  of  their  fagacity,  and  docility, 
as  your  humble  fervant  does  of 

Yours,  &c. 


Pojlcript. 

How  inftinft  varies  in  the  grov’ling  fwine, 
Compar’d,  half  reafoning  elephant  with  thine  f 
Pope  credits  Pliny ,  but  twbo'll  credit  mine.  ? 
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LETTER  VIII. 

To  G.  T.  Efq. 

Vizagapafam,  Auguft  4,  1754. 

I  AM  now  in*themidft  of  a  Nabob's  feraglio, 
— where  three  hundred  chofen  beauties 
are  devoted  for  his  plcafure  but,  alas  ! 
tho*  in  the  midft  of  thefe  lovely  creatures, 
vvhofe  ao-cs  arc  from  nine  to  feventeen,  I  can’t 
fee  one a  centincl  protefls  every  door, 
and  to  force  one  would  be  cruel,  when  the 
other  day  he  was  defeated,  and  ifcripped  of 
every  necefTary  but  thefe — the  moll  cordial  in 
life.  And  yet,  when  I  refledf  on  their  for¬ 
lorn  fituatioli,  I  am  almoft  mad  enough  to 
commence  Quixote — and  I  certainly  fhould, 
if  I  had  a  Sancho  to  accompany  me,  but  fight¬ 
ing  of  windmills  Joins,  affords  no  pleafing  re¬ 
marks, — for  the  highefl  entertainment  is  fight¬ 
ing  the  battle  over  again,  as  your  Yorkfhirc 
jockeys  kill  the  fox  \  but  indeed  thefe  young 
beauties  deferve  our  warmeff  pity,  when  we 
rccolledf  this  amorous  Nabob  is  at  Dclly, — 
the  feat  of  the  Great  Mogul  : — think  what 
1'ighs  and  tears  are  fhed  and  blown  for  him, 
— whilfl  I,  as  loving  as  he,  am  a  vagrant 
in  an  unknown  land  : — their  huts  are  only 

D  2  compoftd 


compofed  of  clay,  and  thatched  ;  (o,  where- 
ever  he  pitches  his  camp,  thefe  are  eredled 
for  their  privacy  and  convenience.— I  am  told 
there’s  a  great  jealoufy  fubfifts  amongft  them* 
and  that  he  is  as  fludious  to  prevent  it.— 
I’ve  been  prefented  with  a  little  ode  from 
one  of  his  ladies  on  her  rival; — but  the  lan* 
guage  is  fo  difficult,  and  I’m  fo  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it, — I  fear  I  fhant  do  it  that 
juft  ice  fo  great  a  curiofity  merits,  but  you 
ihall  have  the  fenfe  of  it. — 

ZlNZEMERZA  tO  CaLIL  UlLAH. 

Zinzemerza  can’t  be  gay, 

Whilft  her  great  Nabob’s  away  : 

Zinzemerza  dont  forget 

Her  teeth  of  iv’ry,  face  of  jet  ; 

Her  filken  robes,— -her  {hining  hair, 
The  jewel  which  her  nofe  doth  bear. 

O  may  the  elephant  you  lide  ! 

Conduct  you  fafe  o’er  deferts  wide  ; 

May  all  the  Pagods  of  our  land 
Attend  you  o’er  the  burning  fand  : 

And  Cali l  Ullah , — may  no  face 
Appear  with  Zinzamerza  s  grace  ! 

O  fend  your  paffions  may  withfland 
The  beauties  or  that  diflant  land  ! 

Kind  Callil,  generous  as  the  palm. 
Gentle  as  fummer  feas  and  calm  ; 


Brave 
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Brave  as  the  Lynx — great,  glorious  man, 
The  fweeteft  piince  of  Indojlan . 

O  Cali l  Ullah ,  pray  be  true,  0 

Hear  me— -I  fwear — by  great  Vijlnou *  v 
When  you  die—  I  burn  with  you.  \ 
Deck?d  in  my  moft  coftly  pride, 

Will  I  mount  the  funeral  pile  : 

Bramins  fhall  weep  to  fee  me  fmile, 

And  tell  the  world  how  Zinzamerza  died. 

You’ll  find  this  burning  paflion  peculiar 
to  the  ladies  of  this  country,  who  pofTefs  the 
greateft  firmnefs  on  fuch  occafions  -a  firm- 
nefs  not  to  be  parralelled  among  the  Roman 
dames,  tho’  we  mention  Ariay  Portia ,  and 
Lucretia.— -But  here  I  mud  have  committed 
a  great  offence  to  one  fo  devoted  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  hiftory, — as  to  admire  the  martial  fpirit 
of  Publius , — tho’  he  murdered  his  fifter  in 
the  midft  of  his  triumph  -but  Rome  could 
forgive  her  heroes  any  murders, — tho’  at  the 
expence  of  wifdom  and  humanitv. — - 

In  thefe  charcoal  beauties  we  find  great  tem¬ 
perance,  conftancy,  and  obedience  ;  you 
hardly  hear  of  adultery  the  women  of  ir¬ 
regular  pleafures  being  fo  by  birth,  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Dancing  girls> — who  are  hired 
upon  all  feftivities,  and  in  their  gefticulati- 

D  3  ons 

*  Vijlnou ,  a  Pagod  worfhipped  by  the  Indians. 
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ons  are  guilty  of  fome  indecencies  ;  they  are 
diftinguifhed  in  their  apparel  like  the  Atheni¬ 
ans,  and  by  that  are  known  to  the  world 
as  Filles  de  joie.  The  diet  of  the  ladies  is  en¬ 
tirely  vegetables  ;  they  drels  their  hufband’s 
victuals,  and  wait  on  him  and  the  children  ; 
and  after  afkin^  leave,  dine  alone  on  the  re- 
fidue.  They  are  married  by  their  parents  at 
two  years  old,  but  don’t  cohabit  ’till  nine,  and 
here  it  is  common  to  fee  them  with  child  at 
ten. — There  are  fome  injunctions  laid  on 
the  women,  which  would  appear  cruel  in  a 

land  of  liberty  and  eafe  like  England  : - the 

hufband  may  have  as  many  wives  as  he 
pleafes,  and  his  drcumftances  will  maintain, 
— and  fhould  one  dear  creature  repine,  or  cen~ 
fure  his  incontinence,  he  can  divorce  her  by 
allowing  her  a  neceffary  fupport  ; — or  fhould 
{he  commit  an  error, — he  can  reduce  her  to 
a  Have  in  his  own  honfe. — This  fubmiflion 
to  the  will  and  caprice  of  a  hufband,  appears 
terrible,  and  yet  they  are  chains  which  fit 
eafy  in  the  climes  they  are  wore. 

The  ftature  of  the  women  is  low,  their 
complexions  olive,  their  hair  jet  black  and 
long,  their  features  fmall  and  regular,  and 
their  forms  genteel  ;  and  fo  general,  that  in 
all  the  parts  of  India  I  have  pafTed  through, 
— I  never  met  a  deformed  woman,  which  1 

attribute 
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attribute  to  the  method  of  rearing  their  chil¬ 
dren.— They  never  fwathe  them,  nor  drefs 
them  with  any  other  thing  but  trinkets  round 
their  necks,  ancles,  and  wrilfs. — they  ufe 
no  firings  to  fupport  ’em,  but  let  them  roll 
about  till  they  find  their  feet,  by  which  they 
walk  fome  months  fooner  than  the  children 

in  Europe . - The  drefs  of  their  ladies  is 

light,  and  adapted  to  the  climate,  being  filk, 
or  muflin  thrown  negligently  over  the  brealls, 
and  pinned  round  the  wade  like  a  petticoat  ; 
their  fopperies  confifting  in  rings  and  dia¬ 
monds,  the  principal  one  as  big  as  the  chryftal 
of  a  watch,  is  fet  with  one  large  jewel,  or 
a  number  of  fmall  ones,  and  placed  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  right  noltnl  :  this  nafal 
mode  will  appear  ridiculous  to  you,-— but  I 
give  you  my  word,  it  adds  an  air  ot  dignity 
to  the  face,-— and  fhould  the  ladies  of  Etiglatid 
follow  the  fafhion,  I  dare  fay  their  nofes  on 
a  birth-day  would  purchafe  the  reft  of  their 
drefs. — You  certainly  have  a  right  to  laugh 
at  a  cuftom  fo  outre  and  Indian ,  as  your  hogs 
are  the  only  animals  in  this  mode.  But  the 
moft  fhocking  hardfhip  is  burning  with  the 
{linking  body  of  a  dead  hufband,  or  quitting 
their  families  and  becoming  prollitutes  ;  an 

horrid  alternative  to  a  virtuous  mind _ 

This  was  firft  introduced  by  the  Bramins  as  a 
law,— and  at  length  became  a  religious  a<5f, 

—  and 
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_ and  a  prudent  one  for  the  men, — when 

one  woman  would  have  ten  hufbands;  for  as 
they  difobliged  her,  (he  removed  them  by  poi- 
fon  ;  fince  which,  few  have  been  deftroyed, 
as  it  falls  fo  heavy  on  the  deftroyer.— In  ano¬ 
ther  letter  you  fhall  have  the  defciiption  of  a 
funeral  pile,  having  fufficiently  awakened  your 
undemanding  to  doubt  the  cufloms  of  a 
country  fo  removed. 


I  am,  &c 
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LETTER  IX. 

To  H.  M.  Efq; 

Bengal,  Augufl  21.  1754* 

IT  is  impoftible  for  me  to  delcribe,  or  you 
to  conceive,  with  what  rel usance  I  left 
Vizagapatam ,  (the  Enna  of  India)  tho’  the 
1  aft  day  had  nearly  been  my  laJL  You  well 
remember  what  a  jockey  I  always  was  at  the 
Hull  hunt,  when  the  chafe  of  an  here  brought 
me  as  many  times  on  the  ground,  as  I  rid 
miles,— -but  being  born  with  a  prefumptive 
adventurous  fpirit,-— I  attended  the  gentle¬ 
men  nf  the  fa&orv  in  Duduit  of  a  lynx;—* 
but  thro’  indolence,  inattention,  or  bad  rid¬ 
ing,  I  was  feparated  from  my  companions, 

when  the  bead  rufhed  from  the  thicket— _ 
flood  clofe  to  my  horfe, — and  viewed  us  altei- 
nately  with  longing  lips  ; — but  dont  imagine 
we  remained  twelve  hours  in  this  delightful 

attitude,— or  twelve  minutes, - but  long 

enough  to  create'  an  additional  heat,  to  that 

of  the  climate. - You’ll  be  difappointed 

when  I  tell  you,  my  friends  relieved  me  by 

the  death  of  the  monfler, — becaufe  the  ca- 
taflrophe  would  have  been  greatly  heighten¬ 
ed,— -by  his  tearing  me  to  pieces, ---and  writ- 

ing 
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mg  the  account  afterwards .  I  never  faw  in 
any  place  fo  complete  a  menage  as  at  Viza- 
gapatam ,  wherin  no  animal  is  omitted  but 
the  lion,  which  is  not  a  bead:  of  this  climate. 

_ The  bead  of  labour  is  the  buffalo,  and 

the  cows  the  larged  I  have  feen,  which  in 
many  parts  of  India  paiticularly  Bombay , 
draw  all  the  coaches.  I  have  now  the  plea- 
fare  of  contradi&ing  a  romantic  poetical  no¬ 
tion,  of  the  cameleon’s  fubfiftance  being  only 
upon  air.  This  creature  has  a  long  forked 
tongue,  which  it  throws  out  with  incredible 
fwi  ftnefs,  and  feidom  miffes  its  prey,  which 
is  flies, — and  all  other  winged  infe&s.  I’m 
afraid  this  abrupt  contradiction  of  a  thing  fo 
univerfally  received,  will  meet  with  few  be¬ 
lievers,  e  f  pec  i  ally  among  the  Muses,— 
nav,  they  cannot  receive  it, — being  a  means 
of  deftroying  a  great  flmile,  and  the  only  one 
nature  aff  ids : — the  toads  feeding  on  vapour 
is  verv  inferior  to  the  other,— efpecially  when 
a  poet  means  to  deferibe  the  life  of  a  man, 
who,  to  all  appearance  lives  upon  nothing, 
— which  gives  him  room  to  fay, 

“  While  I  condemn’d  to  thinned  tare, 

“  Like  thofe  I  flattered,  feed  on  air.” 

Had  it  not  been  from  a  falfe,  or  rather  no 
knowledge  at  all  of  this  animal,  the  world 
would  have  loft  an  excellent  fable  of  the  fpa- 

nicl 
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niel  and  cameleon,  written  by  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Gay  :  therefore,  fince  it  is  probable  the 
poets  may  be  hurt  by  this  truth,  I  beg  it 
may  go  no  farther  than  your  own  bread,  as 
Jt  will  be  hurting  the  trade  of  a  mod  learned 
body,  who  are  too  poor  to  be  affli&ed  with 
the  lmalled  lofs,  or  the  lead  additional  mis¬ 
fortune. - -But  the  cameleon  adumes  differ¬ 

ent  colours,  according  to  the  different  rays 
of  light,  which  are  thrown  upon  it — and 
very  often  the  hue  of  herbage  it  crawls  on  ; 
— a  bright  fimile  for  a  courtier.— Our  paf- 
fage  crofs  the  Bay  was  ten  days,  which  gives 
rife  to  the  term  Coaft  and  Bay , — from  the 

fhips  that  vifit  Coromandel  and  Bengal ,- — - - 

which  is  the  mod  eadern  province  of  the  Mo¬ 
gul’s  dominions,  and  luperior  in  fertility  to 
Egypt  itfelf. - — 


-*cc  For  nature  here 

“  Wanton’d,  as  in  her  prime,  and  plaid  at 
“  will 

u  Her  virgin  fancies,  pouring  forth  more 
“  fvveet, 

Wild  above  rule  or  art  ! — ” 

I  he  Ganges  which  is  as  large  as  any  river 
in  the  world,  rifes  in  the  mountains  in  Tar¬ 
tary ,  and  runs  S.  E.  dividing  itfelf  into  fevc- 
-ral  branches,  which  empty  themfelves  into 
the  Bay  of  Bengal ,  and  overflow  the  kingdom 

like 
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]ike  the  Nile,  From  thefe  floods  Bengal  is 
thought  unwholfom, — but  I  rather  think 
the  intemperance  of  Europeans  is  to  be  cen¬ 
tred  more  than  the  climate,  for  drinking  is 
here  a  reigning  vice,  and  too  often  practifed 
in  a  morning.  The  exceffive  heats,  terrible 
fogs,  and  the  fhifting  of  the  periodical  winds, 
arc  verv  difagreeable  circumftances  j  for  the 
monfoons  are  attended  with  fuch  violent 
florms  of  thunder,  lightning,  winds,  and 
rain,  that  you  would  rather  imagine  it  the 
difTolution  of  nature,  than  any  thing  elfe. 
Every  new  and  full  moon  we  are  alarmed 
here  by  a  boar ,  of  which  you  have  fome  fmall 
idea  in  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Brtftol  chan- 

nel : _ ’tis  ocafioned  by  the  rains  coming 

down  the  fmaller  branches  of  this  great  river— 
and  oppofing  the  regular  lunar  flood  from  the 
fea  ;  the  oppofition  of  two  fuch  bodies  of  wa¬ 
ter,  occafion  one  to  flow  above  thirty  feet 
above  the  other  ; — its  appearance  is  awful, 
and  the  confequences  often  fatal  to  men  and 
fhipping.  The  eternal  verdure  which  reigns 
here  is  delightful, — but  it  is  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  woods  or  floods  are 
more  favage,  one  fwarming  with  crocodiles, 
the  other  with  tygers  "-I  hope,  as  we 
advance,  to  find  a  more  civilized  kingdom, 

but 
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but  a  people  not  quite  to  valiant  as  thofc 
who  oppofed  Alexander ,  nor  yet  fcvcn  feet 
high  like  the  brave  king  Porus*. 


I  am,  &c. 


Deieated  by  Alexander - to  perpetuate 

which  viflory, - two  cities  were  built  Peritas 

and  Bucepbala, - one  in  honour  of  his  do£>  the 

other  of  his  horle. 


VF:T 
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letter  x. 


•‘If  f 


To  Mils  Ez.  T. 

Calcutta,  Augufl  30,  *754* 

NTOtwithftanding  I  have  gone  thro’  vari¬ 
ous  difficulties,  yet  I  cannot  help  ad¬ 
miring  the  traveller’s  life  above  the  citizen  s 

_ who  is  (eldom  more  eccentric  than  the 

frnoak  of  his  own  chimney,-— and,  pn  going 
to  dinner  at  Hampjlead ,  will  raife  the  whole 
family  at  four  in  the  morning  to  equip  him 
for  the  journey.  The  French  in  genera 

are  more  confined  and  opinionated,  than 

the  Londoners, - -they  conceit  themfelves 

the  citizens  of  the  world,  and  their  lan¬ 
guage  is  the  language  of  the  earth  - 
by  knowing  one  another,  they  know  a 
mankind  ;  and  in  feeing  France,  they  lee 
the  univerfe.  Your  thirft  of  knowledge  I 
know  is  fo  great,  that  you  even  envy  me  tms 
oriental  excurfion,  but  I  promife,  as  a  fmall 
compenfation  for  your  Ids,  to  amufe  you 
with  my  remarks;  I  {hall  not  improve  you, 

_ but  I  {hall  add  to  your  happinefs  by  pi  ov- 

ing  to  vou,  how  much  you  are  above  t  ele 
heathens.  I  have  juft  failed  up  one  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  the  world,— which  is  fo  u  , 

-—you  would  imagine  one  puff  of  wind  would 
J  deluge 


A' 
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deluge  the  whole  country.  Nature  wear: 
here  her  gayeft  livery,-  nor  is  it  annually 
changed,  but,  like  a  good  fervant  ever  fair 
and  flourifliing.  The  country  is  champaign, 
and  diverfified  vvitn  meadows,  groves,  and 
corns  :  their  towns  and  cities,  on  the  banks 
are  very  populous,  but  their  homes  mean 
clay  huts  thatched  with  draw.  Calcutta,  where 
the  Enalilh  have  edablidied  their  principal 
factory,  is  an  elegant  city,  the  houlcs  arc 
lofty  and  airy,  and  the  governor’s  palace 
magnificent.  I  he  Lnglilh  ladies  live  in 
the  greated  pomp,  and  receive  a  peculiar  rc:- 
pect  from  being  white, — tho’,  in  point  or 
beauty  and  fymmetry  of  features,  inferior  to 
the  natives.  How  much  happier  you  mud  beg 
when  you  recollect  the  fervile  iubordinacy  of 
the  wives  to  their  hufbands  ;  waiting  at  table 
on  him  and  his  children,  and  dining  on  what 
they  leave  ;  fuch  meals  would  ill  diged  with 
many  of  our  acquaintance  ;  but  cudom  hap¬ 
pily  reconciles  every  thing — Here  is  one  ex¬ 
cellent  edablifhed  manner  of  the  elded  foil’s 
maintaining  the  red  of  the  family',-— if  it 
could  be  tranflated  to  England,  it  would  be 
a  great  comfort  to  us  younger  brothers,  who 
are  not  able  to  maintain  ourfelves befides 
it  would  wear  od'  that  heavv,  dull,  illiterate 
capacity,  fo  peculiar  to  the  hrd-born  male.— 
The  girls  depend  on  marriage,  of  which 

E  2  there’s 
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:!jcre  s  little  daflger  of  miffing,  when  the  con¬ 
tracts  are  made  in  infancy,  and  confummated 
nine  years  old  ; — ’tis  a  fine  metftod  to  pre- 
i  cjk  old  maids  perplexing  a  community  with 
their  vennom’d  goffipping  :  for  lying  and  anti¬ 
quated  virginity  are  infeperable.  The  refpeft 
the  women  pay  to  their  dead  hufbands, — will 
flagger  the  belief  of  every  married  lady,  when 
‘ } T  c  re  told,  they  burn  themfelves  with  their 
bodies  ;  but  of  late  years  it  is  much  abolifned, 
~nc  utterly  forbid  within  the  jurifdidiion  of 
tne  Englifh  fadlory.  The  introduction  of 
o  cruer  a  cuiTom,  was  at  firfl  political,  and 
at  length  made,  by  prieft-craft,  religious, — 
and  really  happily  introduced  for  the  fafety 
of  the  poor  men,  who  as  faff  as  they  difoblig- 
ed  th;ir  wives,  or  the  wives  grew  weary  of 
them,  they  put  tnem  out  of  the  way  by  a  lit- 
t;e  quick  poifon  ;  but  fiuce  burning  or  igno¬ 
miny  is  the  alternative,  the  ladies  are  as  affi- 
dnous  to  preferve  the  lives  of  their  dons,  as 
they  were  diligent  to  deftroy  ’em.  Two  davs 
ago  I  was  pretent  at  one  of  thefe  cruel  feenes, 
when  the  tweeteft  widow  of  twenty  was  facri- 
ficed  to  the  manes  of  an  old  hufband.  The 
proceffion  was  trifling,  and  tho’  all  appeared 
in  fmiles,  yet  a  folemnity  reigned  through 
the  whole,  as  if  the  feftivity  was  affeCted.  In 
the  front  of  this  living  funeral  advanced  her 
thiee  daughters,  (pretty  creatures,  from  five 

to 
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to  nine  years  old)  next  her  only  fon, — then 
a  band  of  harfh  mufic,— and  laflly,  the  wi¬ 
dow  followed  by  all  her  friends  and  kindred. 
She  was  drefTed  in  her  gayefl  apparel,  and 
adorned  with  jewels,  gold  and  filver  trinkets, 
&c.  The  funeral  pile  confided  of  aromatick 
woods,  dipped  in  gums  ;  it  was  five  feet  high, 
and  on  the  top  was  extended  the  dead  body 
of  her  hufband.  As  foon  as  fhe  arrived,  (he 
furveyed  it  with  a  pleating  car elefinefs,  and 
repeating  fome  words,  walked  (lately  three 
times  round  ;  then  took  a  mod  affectionate 
leave  of  all  her  friends,  and  laftly,  her  babes, 
who  parted  with  fmiles  ;  but  I  own  I  thought 
the  boy  would  have  (hook  her  condancy, 
dwelling  fome  time  about  her  neck,— -which 
the  pried  perceiving,  interrupted  her,— re¬ 
ceiving  profits  from  fuch  horrid  cataftrophes. 
She  then  dripped  herfelfof  all  her  ornaments, 
giving  fomething  to  all,  and  with  the  moft 
unfhaken  courage  mounted  the  pile;  taking 
the  head  of  the  dead  body  in  her  lap,  and  a 
jar  of  oil  in  her  hand,— which  as  foon  as 
the  fire  was  kindled,  fhe  poured  over  hef 
head,  and  without  a  figh,  tear,  or  emotion, 
expired  in  an  inftant,—  while  the  croud  fill¬ 
ed  the  air  with  acclamations  of  joy. 

E  3 
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u  Accipe  me  Capaneu  :  cineres  mifcribimur, 
“  inquit 

Iphias  :  in  medios  defiluetque  rogos. 

Ovid. 


Receive  me  Capaneas ,  Evadne *  cryed. 

Our  afhes  death  himfelf  (hall  not  divide  : 

1  come  to  join  the  with  a  nuptial  fmile. 

She,  faid,  and  leap’d  amidft  the  blazing  pile. 

But  from  the  account  given  us  by  Proper¬ 
tius ,  the  Indian  excels  the  Grecian  :  for  it 
was  raving  madnefs  in  Evadne ,  for  the  death 
of  her  hufband  Capaneas ,  which  made  her 
guilty  of  fuch  rafhnefs  :  but  how  cuftom  and 
paganifm  can  bring  a  young  creature,  in  the 
bloom  of  life  to  deflroy  herfelf,  flaggers  all 
reafon  and  philofophy  -the  drefcd  of  igno¬ 
miny  and  penury,  muft  operate  flrongly  on 
the  Ik  man  mind,-— and  may  prevail  before 
the  damnation  pronounced  by  the  Bramttt, 
to  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  flave  in 
the  houfe  we  have  been  miftrefs  of, — and 
to  be  expofed  to  fhame,  poverty  and  profti- 
tution  ;  to  renounce  children,  friends,  and 
family,  are  arguments  of  fo  powerful  a  na¬ 
ture,  as  to  make  the  virtuous  embrace  a 

death 

*  Evadne,  daughter  of  Iphis,  or  Hyphias,  by 
Mars- - called  Iphias  by  Ovid. 
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death  of  this  fort,  before  a  life  of  infamy  and 
wretchednefs.  I  muff  own  I  felt  an  uncom¬ 
mon  emotion  on  this  occafion,  when  I  con- 
fidered  the  wifdom  and  courage  of  man  were 
meant  by  the  Deity  to  protedl  and  defend 
the  beauty  and  virtue  of  woman  and  net 
fo  inhumanly  to  deftroy  a  life  given  by  the 
hand  of  God,  who  has  the  only  right  to 
difpofe  of  it. 


I  am,  See. 


L  E  T. 


If. 


il 

i 


•!« 


i 


(  48  ) 


LETTER  XL 


To  L.  L.  Efq ; 


Calcutta,  September  5,  1754. 
HAVE  now  failed  fome  hundred  miles 
upon  facred  water,  and  the  further  I  ad¬ 
vance,  the  more  I  find  fuperflition  and  idola¬ 
try  encreafe.  The  falutary  waters  of  Bath 
and  Pyrmont,  are  not  to  be  mentioned  with 
thefe,  in  point  of  dearnefs  and  veneration  ; 
they  are  bottled  and  carried  to  every  part  of 
India, — and  are  the  moft  valuable  liquor  at 
their  entertainments.  The  refpeil  to  thefe 
waters  arifes  from  an  opinion,  that  their  idol 
'Jaganet  was  taken  from  a  beautiful  flower 
which  floated  on  the  Ganges ,  by  the  fovereign 
god  Viftnou \  and  that  he  invefted  him  with 
the  power  of  governing  the  world.  This 
feems  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Vedam ,  and  cor- 
refponds  with  Mr.  Bamfey  s  Cyrus ,  tnoJ  the 
Bramins  fhow  the  nariownefs  of  their  know¬ 
ledge,  in  looking  on  a  large  body  of  waters, 
(as  the  Ganges  are)  as  the  great  abyfs  before 
the  creation  of  the  world.  Que  les  Bra - 
mins  reconnoiflent  un  feul,  et  fouverain  dieu 
qu’ds  appellent  Viftnou ;  que  fe  premeire,  Sc 
plus  ancienne  produ  dlion  futun  dieu  fecon- 
daire  nomme  Brama  •,  que  le  fouverain  dieu 

le 
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le  tira  d’unfleur  qui  flotoit  far  la  furface  de 
1’abimc  avant  le  creation  de  ce  monde  :  & 
enfin  que  Viftnou  donna  a  Brama ,  a  caufe 
de  fa  fidclite,  le  pouvoir  de  creer  Funivers.” 
In  the  different  parts  of  Indoflan ,  this  idol 
Brama  is  addreffed  by  the  name  of  Jaganct , 
Ramram ,  Bruin ,  &c.  whom  they  worlhip  as 
Vi/inou’s  vice  gerent. — I  was  prefent  at  one 
of  their  feftivals  in  the  month  of  September, 
which  continued  four  days,  from  the  23d  to 
the  27th.  Their  affemblies  are  held  in  temples, 
(built  in  an  humble  mannei)  like  the  Roman 
amphitheatres,  and  greatly  crowded  on  fuch 
occafions.  Here  they  fing,  dance,  and  play 
on  the  moft  diffonant  inffruments,  to  amufe 
the  idol  ;  which  of  all  inventions  is  the  moff 
monftrous, — more  horrid  than  that  worfhip- 
ped  in  Gaza  by  the  Philijlines . - - 

cc  Dagon  his  name  ;  fea  monfler  !  upwards 
tc  man 

“  And  downwards  fifh.” - - 

Some  of  their  pagcds  are  reprefented  riding 
on  a  cow,  (which  animal  they  call  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  nature)  women  with  the  trunk  of  an 
elephant  inflead  of  a  nofe,  and  fomc  with 
five  heads,  and  ten  hands.  There  is  an  emu¬ 
lation  amongfl:  the  different  tribes  of  the  Jen- 
toesy  who  can  excel  in  expences  to  their  idols  ; 

and 
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and  to  fee  their  taftes,  you  would  imagine 
they  were  emulous  to  be  monftrous. - Fi¬ 

gures  with  tongues  to  their  knees,  the  head 
of  a  hog  to  the  body  of  a  man, — a  woman’s 
face  with  a  fifh’s  tail,  carved  upon  wood, 
with  red  and  vellow  hands  and  faces.  One 
would  imagine  they  had  read  Horace — 
and  ferioufly  where  he  laughed, 

Would  you  not  ( Pifo)  at  that  painter  rail, 
Who  drew  a  Woman  with  a  ffh’s  tail  ? 

For  they  have  certainly  put  together,  and 
collected  every  ridiculous  image  he  mention¬ 
ed  in  his  art  of  poetry.  Thefe  horrid  idols 
are  placed  on  an  eminence  in  the  upper  parts 
of  the  temple,  which  thev  approach  with  the 
mold  profound  reverence  ;  where  a  woman 
fils  furrounded  with  a  number  of  hot  di(hes, 
which  (he  alternately  dabs  in  the  faces  of  the 
figures,  while  the  high  pried  of  the  Bramins 
is  wafting  a  feathered  fan  to  keep  them  cool. 
The  fee ne  is  varied  the  following  day,  by 
ornamenting  the  walls  of  the  pagods,  with  the 
figures  of  birds,  fi(h  and  fruit  cut  in  paper? 
with  dancing- girls,  merry  Andrews,  See.  to 
divert  the  fpedfators.  The  third  is  paffed  on 
the  Ganges ,  where  their  Bugger aus  or  Boats 
make  a  mod:  elegant  appearance,  being  rowed 
by  40  or  50  oars.— In  thefe  barges  their  idols 

are  carried,—  and  upon  their  decks  they  per¬ 
form 


(  51  ) 

form  a  kind  of  comedyy--a  clown  being  the 
principal  chara<£ler,— who  jumps,  roars,  and 
makes  faces  for  four  hours  to  divert  his 
pagod, — and  give  him  a  good  opinion  oi 
man’s  civility  on  earth, — hoping  he  11  re¬ 
commend  his  tribe  to  the  fovereign  god.  This 
kind  of  Lord  Mayors  Shew,  is  concluded  by 
throwing  the  idols  into  the  river,  and  wdth 
them  a  number  of  jars  of  potted  meat,  feai- 
ed  down,  to  fupply  them  on  their  journey  to 
a  diffant  world  : — but  what  is  (fill  more  Shock¬ 


ing,  thefe  poor,  deluded,  ignorant  wretches, 
will  plunge  in  and  drown  with  them,  in  hopes 
of  a  more  exalted  Slate,  and  a  quick  trans¬ 
migration.  Such  is  the  blind  zeal  of  tnele 
pagans,  and  fuch  tire  roguery  of  priefls  ;  to 
perfuaae  their  followers  there  s  life  in  flocks, 
and  images  are  mediators  between  them  and 
a  deity.  —  -I  Shall  leave  you  to  animadvert 
on  the  wcaknels  and  folly  of  man,  and  en¬ 
large  on  the  prejudice  of  education  and  bad 
example  :  for  like  wax  we  receive  any  im- 
prefTion,  and  when  made  in  our  youth,  too 
often  continues  to  our  death  :  which  Shows 


how  neceflary  good  inflruiSlions  are,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  befl  general  leiTon  is  a  fair  exam- 

plC) _ for  where  one  a£ls  from  himfelf, 

there’s  ten  from  copy  ;  but  when  the  imita¬ 
tion  reds  in  defers, —it  mufl  prove  a  defec¬ 
tive  body.  Los  Ninos  de  pequinos^  que  no  ay  caf- 
tigo  defpues  para  ellos .  Yours,  &c* 

LET.— 
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LETTER  XII. 

•I  '  • 

To  Mifs - 

Calcutta,  November  2.6,  1754* 

INdolence,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  ap- 
pears  to  be  a  greater  fatigue  than  real  la¬ 
bour  with  you  :  it  abfolutely  requires  inven¬ 
tion,  how  to  pafs  away  the  time  ,  for  the  na¬ 
tives  are  fo  very  adlive  in  tranfadting  the  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  of  bufinefs,  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do,  and  little  more  to  lay,  than  yes. 
— and  no.  In  an  evening  by  way  of  air  and 
amufement,  we  fwing  to  the  Bread  and  Cbeefe 
*Bungula  in  our  palanquins,— where,  in 
all  the  pomp  of  the  eaft,  we  fay,  “  How  do 
tc  you  do  ?”  and  come  back  again.  As  for 
my  part,  I  have  loft  the  ufa  of  my  legs,— - 
being  deemed  vulgar  to  walk,  and  you  know 
my  fpirit’s  fo  great,  that  I  had  rather  lofe  my 
legs  than  my  manners.  The  entertainments 
are  given  here  with  grandeur  and  ceremony; 
and  the  married  ladies  in  general  addrefted  by 
the  name  of  Bibbi ,  (i.  e.)  wife  ;  and  tho’  their 
complexions  are  a  peii  fedl  brightfhining  walnut, 
yet  we  men  call  them  all  thofe  fair  names  due 

to 

*In  the  year  1754,  the  confines  of  the  India 
Company’s  fadlory. 
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to  the  faired.  I’ve  often  widied  you  here  ; 
yon  would  be  the  'Juliet  of  the  Ead, — but  I 

would  not  wifh  Juliet  the  Sun, - for  two 

funs  would  confume  us. - As  for  mufick, 

we  have  none  :  but  in  an  evening  after  the 
dropping  of  the  fun,— there  is  the  mod  dif- 
mal  croakings  and  hidings  of  reptiles,  from  the 
hooded  ferpent  to  the  toad,-— and  the  folemn 
ear  of  night  is  generally  offended  by  an  hide¬ 
ous  chorus  of  jackals,  which  come  in  herds 
from  the  woods  for  prey.  And  though  the 
pagans  have  not  one  ray  of  feripture,  ye:  they 
retain  in  perfection  a  founding  brafs,  and  a 

tinkling  fymbol. - We  have  fellows  too 

which  tumble  before  our  doors,-— and  fhow 
an  activity  not  unworthy  Sadler's  JVeils.  Up¬ 
on  a  long  pole  they  carry  a  number  of  fmall 
bafkets,  in  which  are  a  great  variety  of  fer- 
pents,  and  from  tuition,  (the  ferpent,  we  are 
told  being  an  apt  fcholar)  they  rife  to  thc 
tinkling  of  a  brafs  kettle  ;  dart  out  their  fork¬ 
ed  tongues,  hifs,  and  drop  into  their  bafkets 
again.  You’ll  be  much  furprifed  when  I  tell 

you  we  have  a  hunt  here, - but  every  man 

that  engages  in  it,  ought  to  be  a  perfect  Nim¬ 
rod,  with  the  fortune  of  a  Daniel.  Being  a 
Yorkfhireman,  indinct  prompted  me  to  at¬ 
tend  one  morning,  tho’  I  had  a  light  to  plead 
excufe  on  the  part  of  a  failor. — Out  we  fad 
lied  very  formidable  Quixots, — armed  with 

F  fvvord, 


(word,  lance,  and  piftol.  I  couldinot  cor* 

ceive  the  ufe  of  fach  armour, - when  the 

mighty  objedt  was  only  a  wild  buffalo,  till  I 
was  told  4C  They  were  fometimes  furprifed 
by  a  tiger  :  a  fufficient  incident  to  make  rea- 
ibn  decline  fo  hazardous  a  chafe  :  but  juve¬ 
nile  modefly  could  not  deny  an  expedition 
where  abfolutely  life  and  charadler  were  rifk- 

ed - a  modeffy,  which  too  often  precipitates 

youth  beyond  redemption.  Imprudent  things 
of  this  kind  happen  to  all  young  men,  ana 
when  they  are  even  repugnant  to  their  feel¬ 
ings  and  knowledge,  they  have  not  courage 
to  give  a  fertfible  denial,  for  fear  of  incurring 

the  ridicule  of  their  companions. - Well,  in 

the  hunting  ffrain  we  came  to  the  cover, 
found,  run,  and  killed  but  you,  and  ail 
females  would  have  laughed,  to  lee  the  lan¬ 
ces  of  io  many  heroes  in  an  animal,  as  inof- 
fenfive  as  a  cow.  Flufhed  with  this  fylvan 
glory,  we  ranged  for  another,  when  to  my 
unfpeakable  allonifhment,  a  tiger  fprung  over 
Te  head  of  one  of  the  hunt,  and  without 
turning,  went  on.  My  brother  bucks  ec- 
choed,  Tally ,  Of  pleafed  to  their  fouls  to  fee 
the  bead  go  off,  and  find  their  friend  well, 
who  was  fometime  before  he  could  utter  an 
ejaculation  for  fo  happy  an  efcape.  It  is  the 
nature  of  the  ti^er,  whenever  he  firings  and 
mi  lies  his  prey,  to  go  on,— and  a  very  hap- 


py  brutal  bafhfulnefs  it  is.  This  was  a  hne 
anecdote  for  an  evening  s  laugh,  but  i  give 
you  my  honour,  I’ll  never  bear  arms  in  inch 
fervice  again.  The  heads  of  our  family  are 
thin,  and  if  he  had  fcratched  me  with  a  talon, 
I  had  not  lived  to  (ay  how  much  I  wifh  to  fee 
you,  and  call  you  Bibbie ,  which  may  it  be 
foon,  is  as  much  my  requeft,  as  your  defert. 
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LETTER  XIIL 

To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 

Calcutta,  Decmber  19,  1754. 

I  A  M  certainly  entitled  to  the  name  of 
Jonas,  when  I  relate  to  you  fo  many  ef- 

capes,— and  yet  the  followingone  at  Chandana - 
gore,*  is  more  fei  ious  than  the  reft.  I  was  de¬ 
puted  by  captain  Ward  to  go  in  fearch  of  run. 
feamen,  being  a  tolerable  fpeaker  of  the  French 
language.  I  dined  at  an  ordinary  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  choice  fpirits  in  the  French  navy, 
many  of  them  taken  the  laft  war  in  the  May 

fleet  under  Anfon  and  JVanen - Being 

young,  gay,  giddy,  and  fiufhed  with  claret, 

- 1  talked  at  random,— which,  joined  to  a 

darknefs  of  expreflion  for  want  of  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  language,  raifed  fome  fuf- 
picions  I  was  a  fpy,  and  before  the  cloth 
was  well  removed  from  the  table,  I  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Blackhole.  This  fituation  was  ra¬ 
ther  difmal,  I  guefled  their  fufpicions,  which 
made  my  thoughts  as  gloomy  as  my  place 
of  confinement, — neither  knowing  nor  being 

known  to  any  perfon, — and  what  heightened 

my 

*  The  principal  fettlement  belonging  to  the 
French  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal . 
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my  melancholy,  I  knew  my  fate  would  be 
hanging  without  queftion  or  ceremony. — ~ 
In  the  midd  of  thefe  ciifmal  meditations,  I 
was  ordered  before  the  governor,  a  piece  ot 

good  fortune  I  had  quite  defpaired  of, - 

for  truth,  youth,  and  innocence,  were  the 
only  friends  I  had  to  depend  on.  The  gover¬ 
nor  received  me  with  a  fmile,  and  afleed  me, 
iC  How  could  you  be  fo  imprudent.  Sir,  to 
<€  come  with  fuch  a  confidence  of  fafety  to 
<c  furvey  and  reconnoitre  the  fortifications.” 
I  replied  with  a  great  deal  of  confidence,  I 
came  in  fearch  ot  fome  Englifh  feanrfen  who 
had  deferted,  and  my  walk  round  the  fort 
was  merely  for  amufement.  At  which  time 
the  lady  of  the  hotel  where  I  lodged,  plead¬ 
ed  my  caufe  with  great  tendernefs  and  fuc_ 

cefs - to  the  no  fmall  difappointment  of  thofe 

who  had  appeared  againit  me.  I  am  fo 
fenfible  of  the  charity  of  this  female  danger, 
- — that  I  fhall  fight  the  red  of  my  life,  afol- 
dier  under  their  banner,  nor  defire  a  tweeter 
death,  than  in  the  defence  of  their  injured 

virtues.  I  was  immediately  difmified, - and 

a  guard  ordered  to  fee  me  depart,— a  depar¬ 
ture  to  me  of  no  reluctance. - 1  diall  leave 

the  kingdom  of  Bengal  in  a  few  days,  hav¬ 
ing  repaired  the  damages  our  fhip  had  fuf- 

tained  in  the  monfoon  doim. - The  ,*-*ade« 

and  devadation  made  by  the  dorm  is  not  to 

F  3  be 


* 
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be  defcribed :  the  whole  country  appears  a 
general  deluge;  men,  women,  beafts,  hoiafes, 
& c.  are  promifcuoufly  fwept  into  the  ocean, 
For  Tome  days,  like  old  Deucalion ,  Fve  row’d 
in  a  boat  through  the  town,  making  a  ftab^e 
my  habitation,  our  houfe  with  fome  hun¬ 
dreds,  being  in  ruins ;  and  yet  they  are  of 
a  make  fo  fuperior  to  the  natives,  one  would 
think  nothing  could  hurt  them.  The  climate 
has  certainly  a  great  ferenity, — but  thefe  hur¬ 
ricanes  and  catara&s  of  rain,  tho’  once  a 
year  are  fufflcient  to  float  and  blow  one  from 
Bengal . 

“  Fierce  rain  with  light’ning  mixt,  water  with 
fire 

<c  In  ruin  reconcil’d.-— Dreadful  was  the  rack 
“  As  earth  and  fky  would  mingle  :  nor  yetflept 
“  the  winds 

“  Within. their  {tony  caves,  but  rufhM  abroad 
<c  From  the  four  hinges  of  the  world,  and  fell 
On  the  vafl  wildernels,  whofe  talleft  pines, 
Tho’  rooted  deep  as  high,  bow’d  their  ftiff 
“  necks. — 

*c  —The  floating  veffel  fwam  uplifted  ;  all 

- Dwelling  elfe 

u  Flood  overwhelm’d,  and  them,  with  all 
<c  their  pomp, 

iC  Der4.  under  water  rowl’d  :  fea  cover’d  fea  5 
<c  Sea  without  fhore  !  and  in  their  palaces, 

“  Where 


* 
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“  Where  luxury  lately  reign’d,  fea  monfters 
u  whelp’d, 
u  And  ftabled. - 

My  next  will  be  from  Ceylon ,  from  whence 
you  may  be  certain  of  deferiptions  as  calm, 
as  thefe  are  ruffled. — Adieu. — 
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LETTER  XIV. 

To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 

Ceylon,  January  12,  1754. 

IN  eroding  the  bay  of  Bengal ,  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  the  celebrated  pagoda 
of  Jaganet ,  which  is  a  lofty  building  on  a  low 
fhore,  and  lerves  for  an  excellent  land-mark 
to  feamen.  To  this  temple  many  thoufand 
Indians  repair  on  pilgrimage,  with  annual  of¬ 
ferings  for  their  i,  ol,  reprefentcd  in  foil'd 
gold.  The  great  wealth  the  priefts  of  this 
pagoda  have  amaffed  from  the  donations  of 
the  fuperftitious,  is  beyond  anything  you  can 
conceive:  for  mv  own  part  I  would  not  wifli 
to  enjoy  the  office  of  high  Bramin  for 
more  than  one  year, — to  furpafs  all  your 
bifhops  and  all  their  gleanings.  -  -It  much 
furprifes  me,  fince  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Mad,  that  none  of  our  European  mercenary 
mad-men  have  b  en  mad  enough  to  colled! 
the  eyes  of  there  pagan  g  ds  ;  for  they  are 
large  diamonds  of  ineftimable  value; — be- 
fides,  it  would  be  no  cruJty,  tho*  a  cruel 
theft  ;  for  their  godfhips  wr'u!d  fee  quite  as 

well.  The  Englijh  Indians  feem  to  he  nib¬ 
bling 
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bling,  but  none  have  that  fpirit  fo  peculiar 
to  Alexander ,  who  would  rob  and  burn  a 
church  as  loon  as  a  hen  rood:,— tho  all  equal¬ 
ly  mercenary  ; — for  ’tis  with  the  view  of  lucre 
we  come  to  India,  and  few  make  a  bad  ufe 
of  their  time. 

cc  Fortuna  multis  dat  nimis,  nulli  fatis.” 

Our  paflage  hath  been  plealant  from  the 
Ganges  ,^  but  falling  in  with  the  coaft  of  Cey¬ 
lon  in  the  night,  had  nearly  loft  our  fhip,  by 
the  deception  of  a  ftrong  current  on  the  fhore* 

- This  ifland  is  certainly  the  garden  of  the 

world,—— but  whether  or  no  the  original 
Eden^  I  fhall  not  determine  ;  the  natives 
ftrictly  believe  it  fo,  and  tho’  their  doctrine 

is  entirely  pagan, - yet  the  fe  w  faint  lights 

they  throw  out  of  the  firft  man  and  woman, 
and  the  conferences  they  believe  the  angels 
held  with  them  on  mount  Hammallell ,  or 
Adam's  hill,  give  me  ftrong  reafons  to  believe, 
they  might  be  converted  to  a  better  faith  :  but 
the  Europeans,  who  vifit  thefe  climates,  ftudy 
the  propagation  of  riches  not  religion. 
The  mountain  called  Adam’s  Peak,  is  pro- 

digioufly  lofty,  and  may  be  feen  a  number  of 
leagues  at  fe  a  :  on  its  fummit  is  a  lquare 

ftone  with  the  print  of  a  man’s  foot  upon  it, 
which  the  Indians  believe  was  made  by  God, 

when 


) 
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when  he  paid  his  kift  vi lit  to  our  primitive  pa- 
rcnts  9  and  fuch  is  the  refpect  and  veneration 
p-id  to  it  to  make  an  annual  pilgrimage  up 
this  lofty  mountain,  to  kifs  the  ftone.  "  My 
Ihort  flay  here  will  not  permit  me  to  make 
thefe  very  particular  remarks  I  could  with, 
for  your  amufement  :  tho*  I  have  not  al- 

i  ended  to  the  top  of  this  mountain, - yet 

fhe  luperior  view  it  gave  me  of  the  world  be- 
;ow,  without  that  film  removed  from  my  eyes, 
“  which  that  falfe  fruit  that  promifed  clearer 
fight  had  bred,  brought  to  my  memory 
that  deferiptive  pafTage  of  Milton’s,  when 
Michael,  from  a  hill  in  Paradife,  fhows  Adam 
the  whole  world. 


(C 


■It  was  a  hill 


<c  Of  Paradife  the  highefl ;  from  whofe  top 
4C  The  hemifphere  of  earth,  in  cleareff  ken, 
“  Stretch’d  out  the  amplefl  reach  of  prof- 
“  peft lay. 

7be  eye  might  there  command  from  th* 
“  deflin’d  walls 

cc  Of  Cambalu ,  feat  of  Cathciin  Can: 

“  And  Samercand  by  Oxusy  Temirs  throne  , 

<c  To  Pekin  of  Senan  k  ino-s  and  thence 

O 

u  To  Agra>  and  Labor ,  of  great  Mogul ; 

<c  Down  to  the  golden  Chrijonefe :  or  where 
‘  The  Perfian  in  Echatan  fat,  or  fince 
In  Hifpahan - 

M7 


(C 
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Aly  afcending  the  fouthern  fide  of  this  tre¬ 
mendous  mountain,  which  only  commanded 
the  lfland  and  the  fea,  oeprived  me  of  that 
northern  profpeCf  which  lay  behind  from  Cam- 

balu  to  Hifpahan. - This  place  feems  to 

be  chofen  by  the  God  ot  Nature  tor  the  fwcet- 
eif  and  the  faireft  fruit-trees  of  the  creati¬ 
on ;  here  is  every  thing  that  can  pleaie  the 
talfe,  the  fmell,  the  fight, — and  if  all  the  de¬ 
licious  productions  of  the  earth,  the  lerencft 
fky,  plenty,  health,  long  life,  beds  of  rotes, 
purling  ftreams,  aromatick  bowers,  and  eter¬ 
nal  lummer,  entitle  a  place  to  the  name  of 
Paradife,  this  is  the  delightfalleft  fpot  upon 
earth, - 1  cannot  fay  fo  much  of  its  inhabi¬ 

tants,  when  the  mildnefs  of  fuch  a  climate 
dees  not  render  them  lefs  favao-e. — But  if  we 
allow  the  fir  ft  pair  to  be  expelled  Eden,— in 
the  courfe  of  years— -it  might  as  well  be  pof- 

fefied  by  the  race  of  Cain  as  Adam . - And  if 

we  agree  the  deluge  was  univerfal,  the  inun¬ 
dation  might  alter  many  particulars,  without 
entirely  rooting  every  tree  peculiar  to  fo  fair 
a  fpot,-— and  then  the  difobedient  race  of  Ham 
might  extend  themlelves  as  well  from  Lajha  to 
Ceylon ,  as  from  ’Babel  to  Lajha ,  tho’  I  rather 
believe  them  black  from  the  intenfe  heat  of 
the  fun,  than  ftigmatized  by  any  curfe  de¬ 
nounced  againft  them. 


Your’s,  Sec. 


LETTER  XV, 


To  J.  T.  Efq. 

Tellecherry,  February  7,  175$. 
HE  fcene  is  greatly  changed  by  chang- 


1  ing  the  coaft  :  the  inhabitants  of  Ma¬ 
labar  are  an  hardy,  roving,  warlike  people, 
and  from  this  place  to  Cape  Comoroon ,  are 
chiefly  pirates  and  morattoes,  that  fubfift  by 
plunder.  In  pafling  from  this  port  to  Ajengo , 
we  were  vifited  by  Angria> s  cruizers,  who 
amufed  our  attention  by  a  diftant  cannona¬ 
ding,  and  night  attacks  :  I  mud  own  I  had 
a  defire  to  be  mere  clofely  connected  with 
them,  to  repeat  what  my  uncle  Commodore 
Bagwell  bellowed  upon  them.  I  have  made 
many  enquiries  after  his  unhappy  fhipwreck, 
but  have  never  heard  of  one  plank  being:  found 
of  fo  many  valuable  veflels.  I  And  his  me¬ 
mory  lamented  and  refpedled  in  every  part  of 
India  I  have  travelled  through, — which  has 
been  fome  advantage  to  me,  a  young  voyager. 
He  bears  a  very  Angular  character  for  a  fea- 
man,  being  never  heard  to  fwear  an  oath  ; — 

a  circumftance  too  rarelv  met  with, - and 

much  to  be  lamented.  The  Banyan ,  who 
tranfadted  his  affairs,  told  me  he  rowed  from 
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ingelee  down  the  Ganges  in  light  of  his  fleet, — 
sifter  his  vi&ory  over  Angria  ;  but  tempeflu- 
ous  weather  coming  on,  obliged  him  to  re¬ 
turn,  which  was  the  laft  fight  of  that  valuable 
viiSlorious  fquadron  of  feven  fail.  In  the  Re¬ 
solution  *  he  had  immenfe  wealth  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  were  removing  their  families 
and  effe&s  from  Goa,  on  account  of  an  infur- 
region  among  the  fiaves  ;  this  appears  by 
the  letters  Mr.  Bagwell  writ  from  from  Mali 7- 
bar> — for  no  foul  furvived  him  to  tell  the 

tale. - From  the  many  fervices  he  did  the 

Eujl- India  Camp  any,  in  a  fervitude  of  36  years, 
and  at  lad,  after  a  memorable  viftory,  ended 
his  life  in  that  fervice  ;  one  would  imagine 
they  would  pay  a  charitable  attention  to  his 
kindred, — but  alas  ! 

The  inhabitants  of  this  coafl,  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent  to  thofe  of  Bengal  and  Coromandel ,  be¬ 
ing  rather  favage  than  effeminate,— and  the 
country  barren  than  fertile  the  natives  at¬ 
tribute  the  fcarcity  of  every  thing  to  their  long 
inteidne  wars,  but  the  land  appears  to  me  na¬ 
turally  flenie.  T  here  is  a  petty  prince,  who 
has  a  fmall  tra&  of  land,  on  this  coafl,  the 
terror  of  the  Englift),  French,  Dutch,  and 

G  Portu- 

*  Mr,  Bagwell  failed  in  the  year  174c  againff 
Angria . 
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Portuguefe  :  he  is  ftiled  the  king  of  Travanc&ur * 
and  from  repeated  conqutfts  is  become  dread¬ 
ed.  fle’s  an  a&ive  warrior,  fenfible  and  pe¬ 
netrating  ;  and  from  rewards  and  obfervance 
has  brought  the  making  of  all  military  ftores 
and  implements  to  great  perfe&ion.  Our  In¬ 
dian  wars  in  tne  end  will  be  like  thofe  of  the 

Romans, - we  fhall  beat  Barbarians  into 

fuch  difcipline,  that  they  in  the  end  will  beat 
their  matters.  The  different  fe£!s  of  idolaters 
aie  innumerable  on  thefecoafts,  which  makes 
it  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them  by  any  particu¬ 
lar  name  :  were  they  of  one  opinion,  the  Ma¬ 
hometans  would  never  reign  over  a  people  fo 
fuperior  in  numbers.  Here  is  a  wandering 
tribe  called  Faquirs ,  who  pais  their  li  ves  in 
acts  of  penance,  to  be  examples  to  the  world 
of  fortitude  and  conttancy,  and  the  greater 
they  make  their  voluntary  fufferings,  they 
hope  their  ttate  will  be  the  more  exalted  here, 
after.  Some  vow  never  to  unclofe  their 
hands,— others  to  keep  them  ffretched  to  hea¬ 
ven  ;  feme  never  to  fit  or  lye  down  ;  and  by 
prayer,  penance,  and  fatting,  they  bring  them, 
felves  to  fuch  a  ttate  of  apathy,  to  be  hardly 
called  alive.  Before  I  left  Bengal ,  there  was 
a  rich  man  vowed  he  would  meafure,  by  his 
own  lengths,  the  dittance  between  Calcutta 
and  Ballctjfore ,  which  is  a  bout  300  miles,  and 
did  it.  Here  ignorance  and  fuperttition  go 

hand 


hand  in  hand, — or  who  could  imagine  a  man 
would  convert  himfelfto  a  rod  to  meafure  the 
earth.  Here  is  another  feCt  who  pay  their 
addreiTes  to  the  devil, - nor  can  I  help  think¬ 

ing  but  there  is  fome  reafon,  and  more  hu¬ 
mour  in  the  thought,— adding,  God  is  too 
good  to  huit  his  own  creatures, - and  a  wick¬ 

ed  devil  may  be  prevented  by  prayer.  In 
fhort,  they  are  fo  very  extravagant  in  their 
beliefs,  that  I  muft  dettroy  your’s  to  tell  you 
half  I  know.— The  trading  commodity  of  this 
coaft  is  chiefly  pepper,  which  is  a  creeper  j  the 
leaf  like  the  vine,  and  the  fruit  grows  in  cluf- 
ters  :  they  plant  it  at  the  foot  of  a  tall  palm 
tree,  or  place  poles  for  it  to  run  up.— -I  hope 
you’ll  think  this  vegetable  digreilion  as  apropos 
as  the  introduction  of  a  farce  at  the  theatre, 
after  a  wonderful  deep  tragedy,  to  relieve  the 
minds  of  the  audience - 


Yours,  &c. 


■ 
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LETTER  XVI. 


To 


St.  Helena,  May  30,  1755* 


1  T  E  R  a  pa/Tage  of  85  days,  (one 


and  twenty  of  which  were  fo  dead 


a  calm,  that  the  very  fea  grew  putrid)  we  are 
arrived  at  this  fmall  particle  of  earth,  placed 
in  the  midft  of  an  immenfe  ocean,  and  fo  ve¬ 
ry  remote  from  any  thing  terreftrial,  that  it 
furprizes  me  it  rs  not  wafhed  away  and  dilTol- 
ved  in  fuch  a  body  of  waters, — the  ba/is  is  fo 
very  fmall,  and  the  rock  fo  perpendicular, 
that  with  our  deepeft  line  and  plummet  we 
can  find  no  ground  but  in  one  place  round 
this  ifiand,  and  there  the  ban  k  is  fo  fmall 
and  fteep,  as  not  to  admit  of  more  than 
twelve  fail  of  fhips.  It  is  diftino-uiftied  to  you 
by  a  fingle  black  dot  on  the  general  map,  and 
’tis  hardly  more  on  the  fea,  which  makes  ;t 
fo  difficult  to  find.  The  Dutch  (who  are  not 
quite  fo  alert  navigators  as  the  Englifli) 
call  it  th t  Butter  ifiand  ;  they  fay  the  fun  melts 
it, — and  though  there  may  be  fome  humour  in 
the  thought,  yet  'tis  a  fmall  apology  for  their 
want  of  vigilance.  One  would  imagine  the 


God 


God  of  nature  intended  this  fp»t  for  thc^re. 
creation  of  feamen,  in  their  long  paflage 
through  thefe  fouthern  feas, — and  as  a  guide 
to  fo  (mail  a  place,  gave  a  peculiar  Pigeon 
to  inhabit  it,  and  diredl  the  voyager.  l  his 
bird  rambles  an  hundred  miles  to  windward, 
and  nearly  on  an  eaft  and  weft  line  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  the  ifland  :  an  herald  as  pleafing  to 
us,  as  that  to  Noah  with  the  olive  branch,  b- 
ing  a  certain  indication  we  have  not  palled 
the  lfle  :  but  what  is  (till  more  extraordinary, 
theie  birds  are  never  feen  to  leeward.  The 
failing  into  this  port  is  romantic  beyond  de¬ 
fection,  the  rocks  being  fo  lofty,  and  your 
fhip  paffing  fo  near  them,  they  make  a  perlect 
canopy  between  you  and  the  heavens.  A 
veflfel  from  the  fummit  of  thefe  hills  appears 
no  bigger  than  her  boat  or  buoy,  and  her 
men,  like  thofe  in  Lear,  gathering  famphire 
on  the  rocks  of  Dover:  St.  Hilena  is  htu- 
ated  in  the  fereneft  clime  1  ever  breathed  in, 
and  delightfully  temperate,— not  fubjea  to 
either  hurricanes  or  earthquakes,  for  one  con- 
cuflion  would  throw  it  down  like  a  nine-pin, 
-and  the  water  diffolve  it  like  a  lump  of  fugar. 
The  furface  is  good  mould,  and  would  pro¬ 
duce  all  kinds  of  grain,  were  it  not  infefted 
with  mice  and  rats,  which  devour  it  as  foon 
as  fown  the  inhabitants,  therefore,  are 

G  3  obliged 
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obliged  to  eat  yams*,  inftead  of  bread,  fome 
part  of  the  year  ;  their  meal  and  corn  being 
brought  annually  in  the  (fore  (hips  from  Eng¬ 
land.  Every  family  has  two  houfes  ; — their 
town  habitation  being  in  Sr.  James’s  valley^ 
where  they  inftantly  repair  at  the  arrival  of  a 
(hip,  to  regale  the  fea  gentry  with  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  farms.  Every  houfe  like  Bathy 

is  let  out  in  lodgings, - and  exorbitantly 

dear ; — for  as  valetudinarians  make  one 

market, - the  arrival  of  a  feurvy  fleet  makes 

the  other.  7  heir  profits  are  great,  when  you 
confider  they  all  raife  their  whole  flock,  enjoy 
it  with  their  lodgers,  and  make  them  like- 
wife  moft  extravagantly  pay  for  it,  which  we 
Tars  do  with  profufenefs  :  for  the  (hurt  time 
we  flay,  the  mind’s  in  a  perfect  enchantment; 
the  power  of  Circe  o’er  the  companions  ofUlyf- 
fes,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  our  fituation, 
nor  her  magick  fpells*  with  the  intoxicating 

de- 


*  The  yam  is  an  efculent  root,  not  unlike  the 
potatoe, — the  belt  ot  which  comes  from  China.  It 
is  boiled,  cut  in  fLces,  and  eat  as  bread. — I  pre¬ 
fer  it  to  every  root  of  the  earth, - not  to  eat  as 

bread, - but  in  the  manner  we  do  the  potatoe: 

the  juice  of  it  before  boiled,  is  of  a  very  poifonous 

nature  - 1  have  feen  the  experiment  made  upon 

cats 
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delights  of  St,  Helena  : - every  thing  appears 

like  a  fcene  of  incantation,  to  an  eye  fo  long 
confined  to  fky  and  water, — a  body  corrupt¬ 
ed  with  fait  food,— and  the  jet  beauties  ct  In¬ 
dia  exchanged  for  the  faireft  goddeffes.  It  is 
fuch  a  lcene  of  rapture,  that  had  that  child  of 
fancy,  Shakefpear ,  beheld  it,  after  fuch  a  voy¬ 
age  as  ours,  his  defcriptions  and  imagery 
Would  (if  pouible)  have  lurpafled  every  thing 
he  has  given  us,  for  I  may  truly  lay  witn 
him, 

“  The  objedl  and  the  pleafure  of  mine  eye, 

“  Is  only  Helena . - 

Midjummer-nighi  ys  Dream . ’  ’ 

The  women  are  delicately  fair,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  ornamented  with  that  hair  given  to  / enus 
and  the  Graces  :  from  the  bounties  of  the 
China  gentlemen,  their  dreffes  have  as  much 
variety  as  the  goldfinch, - and  their  beha¬ 

viour  amiable  and  endearing  \ — in  one  word, 
no  man  ever  came  to  Si,  Helena ,  but  left  his 
heart  with  a  nymph  of  the  liland  : — their  flu- 
dy  is  to  make  you  happy  while  you  continue 
with  them,  and  tneir  good  lenfe,  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  manners,  abure  them  tuccefs.  You’ll 

lay  I’m  captivated  by  the  raptures  of  my 
itile,  was  I  not,  1  fhould  be  a  dull  inanimate 

exception,  where  I  would  wifh  to  be  thought 

other- 
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otherwife.  I  muft  confefs  here  is  a  Mifs 
Q***th’s  furpafles  all  defcription,-— a  very 
Calypfo  to  detain  a  young  Telemacbus  ;  and  fo 

entangle  him  in  the  web  of  love, - that  it 

would  require  the  art  and*knowle;jge  of  Men¬ 
tor  to  difengage  him  : - alas  !  I  hardly  know 

how  I  fhall  efcape ;  to  be  precipitated  from 
the  top  of  one  of  thefe  rocks,  would  be  a  fall 
as  fatal  as  Sapbo’ s,  ending  at  once  all  love 
and  heart-ach,  unlefs  fome  Minerva ,  or  guar¬ 
dian  genius  faved  me,  to  prove  Cambray  s  Te- 
kmachus  as  true  as  moral. 


Your’s,  &c. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  XVil. 


% 


To  L.  L. 


St.  Helena,  June  6,  1755. 

IF  a  man  can  be  intoxicated  without  liquor, 
I  certainly  am  ;  and  as  much  over  head 
and  ears  in  love,  as  ever  fwimming  Laandcr 
was  with  his  fair  Piero .  I  believe  the  phil- 
trum  operates  fo  ftrongly  to  even  make  a  ihy- 
mer  of  me,  to  make  me  even  attempt  a  lon- 

net  to  my  miftrefs’s  eye-brow. - 1  have  heaid 

them  fay,  Poeta  nafcitur  n:n  —  but  I  believe 

love  makes  more  men  poets  than  nature 
the  feeds  of  poetry  would  never  rile  in  lome 

bodies,  were  it  not  for  the  fire  f  love  ; - 

which  plainly  proves,  without  ‘u'thcr  alterca¬ 
tion,  love  makes  and  conquers  all.  1  fhall 
not  pretend  my  friend,  to  give  you  exam¬ 
ples  of  Dan  Cup':d\  p  nver  from  Hercules  and 
Omphale ,  to  this  and  St.  Helena  ;  but  I  fhall 
fwear  you  lofe  the  delights  of  Enna,-~ and  the 
charms  of  Proferpine ,  by  not  being  here. — _ 
o  was  I  Dis,  to  pluck  the  faireft  flower  that 

ever  grew  ! - but  fhe’s  a  divinitv,  and  will 

only  be  forced  to  what  [he  likes. — Excufe  me  ! 

tea 
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fea  is  ready  • — fhe  makes  it, — you  iliall  have 
the  reft  to-morrow. 

Would  one  imagine  it  in  the  power  of  evil 
tr>  make  fuch  a  revolution, a  cataftro- 
phe  in  twenty-four  hours  !  O  my  friend,  I 
am  expelled  paradife  :  the  fea  is  all  before  me 
where  to  roam.— I’m  cabin : 'd,  crib’d,  con- 
I  hned  :  alas  fhe  s  loft- — and  all  the  world 

with  her  !  It  is  thus  with  all  the  tranfttory 
bleftings  of  this,  life  ;  they’re  painted  fair  to 
leave  a  bitterer  grief. — the  tale  is  th  us  : — a 
ball  was  given  by  the  rival  of  Mifs  G.  to  which 
all  were  invited  but  us ; — a  fufficient  caufe  to 
raife  the  indignation  of  beauty,  when  raifed 
for  me  to  refent  it. — Love  is  blind. — She  pro- 
pofed  I  fhould  write  a  pafquinade,  and  place 
it  on  the  door  of  her  houfe,  Soribere  ju/fit 
amor . — Love  bid  me  write,  and  folly  made 
me  do  it; — Two  Urchins ,  as  powerful  here, 
(where  one  would  not  think  it  worth  their 
while  to  ramble)  as  in  E?igland.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  it  was  read  and  copied  by  all  the  town,  anj 

the  bantling  laid  to  me: - a  challenge  from 

her  hero  was  what  I  expe&ed— and  what 
I  wiftied, — to  convince  my  love,  what  lives  Pd 
rifk  to  only  die  with  her.  The  glove  came  : 
we  met,  where  ftxe  appeared  more  lovelv  than 

before  ^ 


(  75  ) 

before ; —  but  alas,  her  tendernefs  deftroyed 
my  happinefs  !  fhe  flew  and  acquainted  my 
commander,  (whofe  goodnefs  was  only  infe¬ 
rior  to  her  own)  who  was  as  afliduous  to  fave 
as  I  to  die  for  her.  Thus,  when  ripe  and 
ready  to  revenge  her  caufe,  I  was  fecured, — 
borne  on  (hip  board  and  confined. — So  the 
preferving  my  life,  has  preferved  my  mifery. 
I  now  fit  fighing  to  the  rocks,  and  melancho¬ 
ly  preying  on  my  fpirits. — I  bid  the  gales 
fpeed  my  wifhes  to  her  ears  ! — but  all,  but 
grief  avoid  me. — The  fubfequent  lines  I  have 
fent  her  they  are  my  firfl: ; — and  if  they  arc 
poetry,  remember  love  made  them - 


To  Mifs  G**ths. 


O,  had  you  let  me  fought  and  death  my 
fate  ! 

I  had  prefer’d  it  to  this  cruel  ftate. 

I’ll  bear  a  thoufand  racks,  a  thoufand  pains  ; 

To  live  with  you  upon  your  fea-girt  plains. 

Who  would  have  thought  your  tendernefs 
could  prove, 

The  greatefl;  mis’ry  to  the  man  you  love  ! 

Oh  had  I  died  !  my  griefs  had  ended  there. 

My  tomb  had  leap’d  for  joy  to  catch  your 
tear : 


in 
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In  joy’Td  deep  beneath  your  flow’ry  fod, 

And  my  poor  ghod  had  kid’d  the  ground  you 
trod. 

I  had  been  pity ’d  by  the  young  and  fair, 

And  had  your  daily  morn  and  evening  pray9r : 

A  joy  beyond  what  life  can  ever  prove, 

Wiien  tern  from  her, - from  her  I  dearly 

love. 

O,  ever  lovely,  ever  virtuous  tell  ! 

Cannot,  O  cannot  we  have  one  farewell  ? 

One  ki(s,  one  figh,  one  mutual  promife  too, 

One  long  embrace.  One  cruel  lad  adieu  ? 

Curfe  on  the  power  of  man, - the  force  of 

arms. 

That  can  detain  me  from  thy  heavenly 
charms  ! 

Why  this  fuperiority,  ye  (laves  ? 

Why  hold  me  here,  ye  tyrants  of  the  waves  ? 

O  had  I  Sampfon’s  drength  I’d  force  my 
way. 

Or  with  me  bury  thofe  who  held  my  (lay  ! 

O  let  me  try  the  deep  !  e’en  there  I  can 

Find  with  the  fifh  a  better  friend  than  man  ! 

Think  ye  that  fifti  are  hall  fo  hard  ye  ! 

There’s  friendship  ’mongfl  the  monders  of 
the  fea. 

Come,  painted  Dolphin,  fpare  thy  gen’rous 
aid. 

And,  like  Arion ,  bear  me  to  my  maid  : 


See, 
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Sec,  where  he  comes  !  blufli  vc  unfeeling 
fouls  ; 

He  vows  to  fwim  me  ’tween  the  diflant 

The  pid*;eons  too — obferve  their  feeling  fenfe  ! 

Offer  their  filver  wings  to  wing  me  hence. 

Monfters  are  gentle,  kind,  but  man  poor 
fool, 

Is  grown  a  favage  having  power  to  rule. 

Then,  fince  ’tis  thus, - come  hither  fifh, 

and  biids, 

And  jointly  bear  her - thefe  lafl  parting 

words. 

cc  Tell  her  I  love  her,  while  the  clouds 
cc  drop  rain, 

<c  Or  while  there’s  water  in  the  pathlefs 
“  main. 

cc  Tell  her  I  love  her  ’till  this  life  is  o'er, 

u  And  then  my  gholt  (hall  vifit  this  fvveet 
ct  fnore  : 

<c  Tell  her  I  onlv  afk, - flic'll  think  of 

c<  I’ll  love  her  while  there’s  fait  within  the 
cc  fea  : 

tc  Tell  her  all  this  ;  tell  her  it  o’er  and  o’er  • 

“  The  anchor’s  weighed  or  I  would  tell  her 

CC  S)  • 

more. 


Farewell. 


II  L  E  T- 


LETTER  XVIII. 


To  H.  M.  Efq 

Plymouth,  AngufI  2,  1755* 

N NOTHING  can  be  clearer  to  me  than 
you,  and  the  fight  of  my  native  coun¬ 
try  and  I  flatter  myfelf  nothing  can  give  you 
more  pleafure  than  the  news  of  our  arrival. 
It  would  be  the  highefl  injuftice  in  me  not  to 
embrace  the  earlied  opportunity,  to  mention 

the  kindnefles  of  Captain  Ward - to  whom 

I’m  fo  much  indebted,  that  I  could  wifli  you 
would  acknowledge  my  fenfe  oi  his  care  and 
friendihip.  Our  voyage  has  been  quick,  and 
fucccfsful,  tho’  I  think  every  thin  g  at  fea  and 
on  fhore  wear  the  air  of  war.  Vv  e  were  lour 
large  drips  in  company,  and  richer  far  than 
Prong,  being  weakly  mann’d,  by  deaths  and 
defertionSe  We  fhculd  have  been  a  denoceur 
for  the  French,  and  very  eafy  prizes  \  but  an 
Englifh  cruifer  difpelled  our  fears,  and  con» 
d tidied  us  under  the  fliade  of  Mount-Edge- 
comb ,  which  has  romantick  beauties  peculiar 
to  itfeif, - and  inferior  to  none. 


The 
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The  garden  hangs  upon  a  rock  fo  high. 

That  looking  down  offends  the  aching  eye  : 

In  vain  hoarfe  waves  affail  the  pleafant  feat, 
Yet  give  a  motion  to  the  Britifh  fleet  ; 

Which,  from  the  lofty  mount,  appear  to  be 
Mere  little  cock-boats  dancing  on  the  fea. 

There  rods  the  ocean', - where  an  hundred 

fail 

Steer  different  couifes  with  the  fame  frefh 
gale. 

Like  bufy  bees  to  various  ports  repair, 

To  get  a  cargo  or  to  leave  one  there. 

On  the  left-hand’s  the  dock,  where  hurry 
reigns. 

And  founds  of  hammers  clatter  thro’  the 
plains. 

Some  fhips  unrig’d  forne  tigging  and  aga.n 
Some  building,  and  fome  fit  to  try  the  main  ; 
Some  on  their  cruizes  move  with  {lately  pride. 
And  rrnns  and  ports  chequer  the  painted  fide  : 
Her  canvafs  wings  the  gentle  breezes  court, 
Firm  as  her  noble  crew  flic  quits  the  port, 

To  fight  her  country’s  wrong - and  as  flic 

pad. 

From  cither  fide  burff  forth  a  horrid  blaff. 

Of  fire  and  fmoak  which  fuch  a  thunder 
made, 

That  all  but  fuch  a  crew  might  be  afraid  : 

H  2  The 
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The  very  atmofphere  confefdd  the  roar, 
Whilfl  (he  unflialcen  paft  the  trembling  fhoi  e. 

Thefe  verfes  will  confirm  all  your  fears, - — 

for  in  fpight  of  advice,  reflraint,  and  threats, 
nature  will  prevail,  and  I  muff  be  poetical  ill 
fpite  cf  my  fears  :  for  poetry  is  like  oil  in  wa¬ 
ter, - ever  at  top  :  what  will  be  the  confe- 

cuience,  time  will  declare, - your  dread  is 

poverty, - a  dread  I've  little  conception  of> 

when  1  flatter  myfelf  with  the  grand  prize  in 
the  Heliconian  lottery.  You  will  think  I  talk 
with  too  much  poetical  confidence  of  myfelf  : 
all  poets  arc  vain,  and  young  ones  mod  fo,— 
but  we  are  all  more  or  lefs  partial  to  the  babes 

of  cur  own  brains, - not  that  I  think  I’m 

fprung  from  the  head  of  Minerva ,  becaufe 
fhe  fprung  from  the  head  of  her  father  : — — 

no,  I’m  proud  of  being  her  fon, - who  was 

happy  in  being  filler  to  you.  This  is  a  plea- 
finar  theme  to  me,  and  more  fo  when  I  recol- 
ie£t  the  little  cautions  and  methods  you  made 
life  of  to  divert  me  to  fome  more  uleful  ftudy  : 
how  you  difeharged  all  poetry  from  your  libra¬ 
ry,  in  hopes  of  extinguifhing  thofe  fparks 
v/iiich  had  appeared  fo  early  , — but  the  claf- 
iical  fuel  given  by  the  learned  Dr.  Cox*,  in 

my 

*  This  worthy  gentleman  kept  the  celebrated 
fchool  at  Harrow ,  but  by  an  unhappy  marriage 
one  of  his  amiable  daughters  made,  (unknown  to 


(  8r  ) 

my  fcholaftic  hours,  rather  raifed  the  fkmc 
than  decreafcd  it.  And  fines  I  am  refolvcd 
to  tell  you  every  thing,  he  often  lamented 
your  eafy  difpofiftion  in  riving  way  to  my  ju¬ 
venile  defires  of  a  fea-lite  :  for  me  juvat  ire 
per  ahum,  was  all  I  writ  and  all  I  thought 
of.  All  boys,  more  or  iefs  poftefs  roman- 
tick  ideas  of  ambition,  and  travels  we 

are  all  Don  Quixots  in  our  youth, - and  all 

build  our  cattles  in  the  air,— and  thofe  whim- 
fical  notions  are  often  encrcafed  by  our  fir (1 
books  :  I  mu-tt  own  the  campaigns  of  Charles 
XII.  debauched  me  to  be  as  mad  as  himftdf.--- 
The  fatigues  and  dangers  have  not  in  the  kail 
altered  my  intentions  of  following  a  fea  life  ; 
but  there  are  other  dilarreeab'e  circumttnnces 

sJ 

which  fulfil  the  faying, . <c  If  he’s  good 

for  nothin"  44  fend  him  to  fea”  From  fuch 

O 

cxprellions,  one  would  imagine  all  feamen 
were  brutes,  but  we  find  it  often  contradict¬ 
ed  bv  men  of  amiable  characters, - and 

H  3  much 

the  father)  with  Mr.  Fen,  a  youth  under  his  care, 

incenfed  that  family  to  urn  his  fchool. - The 

young  gentleman  was  fent  to  Philadelphia,  nor 
never  more  permitted  to  fee  a  wife  he  dearly  loved  : 

- a  lady  with  every  virtue  and  accomplish- 

ment - Thefc  misfortunes  brought  Dr.  Cox  to 

Hampjlead ,  about  the  year  1749  j  - he  alter- 

wards  moved  to  Kenfmgion ,  where  he  died  in  the 
year  1757. 
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much  fo  in  him  I  have  the  happinefs  to  be 
placed  with.  Our  (hip  at  prefent  is  a  perfect 
Indian  market,  the  dealers  continually  going 
and  coming,  like  lndufliious  ants,  laving  up 
their  winter  (fore.  You  may  be  certain  my 
venture  is  rtferved  fur  you,  if  it  efcapcs  the 
harpies  of  the  cufloms  ;  for  nothing  can  equal 
the  happinefs  of  prefen  ting  them  to  the  beli 
of  parents. 


Yours,  &&. 


L  E  T  T  E 


R  XIX. 


To  J.  T*  Efqw 

Sterling  Cartle  in  the  Downs, 

C> 

November,  1755. 

I  HAVE  a  thoufand  doubts  whether  you’ll 
be  pleafed  or  diflatisfied  with  my  conduct, 
when  I  tell  you  I’ve  quitted  penury  and  com¬ 
merce,  for  arms  and  glory  :  but  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  you  cannot  accufe  me  with  inattention, 
when  you  find  me  but  one  week  on  fhore  af¬ 
ter  an  India  voyage.  I  know  not  what  apo- 
]°gy  to  make  for  fo  precipitate  a  change,  un- 
lefs  a  fpirit  of  ferving  my  country  will  admit 
of  an  excufe.  Prizes  are  brought  in  here 
every  day,  and  we,  with  a  flying  fquadron, 
have  traverfed  every  drop  of  watei  between 
Dover  and  Calais ,  in  full  queft  of  flat-bot- 
tom’d  boats, — tho*  they  aie  as  far  in  the 
country  as  you  are  in  Yorkfliire.  Youth 
and  good  fpirits  will  conquer  the  greateft 
difficulties  \  but  the  fca  life  is  fo  oppofite  to 
our  idea  of  human  nature,  that  I  am  aftonifli- 
ed  fo  many  engage  in  the  purfuit,  when  fo 
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few  approve  it. ---If  I  have  met  with  one  tar 
who  was  uneafy  on  fhore,  I  have  found 
thoufands  in  a  worfe  fituation  at  fea.  Befides 
the  difagreeable  circumdances  and  dtuations 
attending  a  fubaltern  officer  in  the  navy,  are 
fo  many  and  fo  hard,  that  had  not  the  fir  ft 
men  in  the  fervice  puffed  the  dirty  road  to 
preferment,  to  encourage  the  reft,  they  would 
renounce  it  to  a  man.  It  it  a  mo  ft  midaken 
notion  that  a  youth,  will  not  be  a  good  offi¬ 
cer  unlefs.  he  ftooos  to  the  mofl  menial  offi- 

£ 

ces  ;  to  be  bedded  worfe  than  hogs  and  eat 
lefs  delicacies.  In  fhort  from  having  experi¬ 
enced  fuch  fcenes  of  filth  and  infamy,  fuch 
fatigues  and  hardfhips  they  are  fufficient  to 
ciffiud  the  {touted  and  the  braved;  —  for 
alas  !  there  is  only  a  little  hope  of  promotion 
fprinkled  in  the  cup,  to  make  a  man  fwallow 
more  than  he  digeds  the  red  ot  his  life.  The 
date  ot  inferior  officers  in  his  majedy’s  fer¬ 
vice  is  a  date  of  vadaiage,  and  a  lieutenant’s 
preferment  the  greated  in  it*-  —  the  change 
is  at  once  from  a  filthy  maggot  to  a  diining 
butterfly :  many  methods  might  be  .intro¬ 
duced  to  make  the  lower  officers  ot  more 
confequence  on  their  duty,  and  their  lives 

more  agreeable  to  themfelves  : - for  that 

power  of  reducing  them  to  fweep  the  decks, 
being  lodged  in  the  bread  of  a  captain,  is  of¬ 
ten  abufed  through  paffion  or  caprice  :  be¬ 
fides. 


* 
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fides,  it  is  too  defpotic  an  autboiity  to  ex- 
ercife  on  a  man,  who  has  the  feelings  of  an 
ifnglifhman  :  we  are  like  wife  to  recollect, 
that  all  commanders  of  men  of  war  are  not 
gentlemen  or  men  of  education. — I  know  a 
great  part  are  brave  men,  but  a  much  greater, 
leamen.  I  allow  the  maxim  cf  learning  to 
obey,  before  we  command  ourfelves  :  but 
flill  there  is  no  reafon  to  be  vulgar ;  for  we 
are  to  confider  thefe  young  people  are  the  ac¬ 
tive  machines  of  duty,  the  wheels  which  give 
motion  to  the  main  body,---nnd  it  is  abio- 
lutely  neceffiiry  to  give  them  aurhoiity  in  their 
office,  to  carry  on  the  duties  or  the  fhip,— 
but  rendering  them  low  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  creates  a  contempt  for  midihipmen 
in  general,  and  turns  that  neccffiiry  refpedf 

due  to  them  into  contempt. - 1  propofe  to 

warrant  this  bodv  of  volunteers,  and  make 
them  anfwer  to  the  board  of  admiralty  for 
their  conduct  :  they  ffiould  poflefs  a  third 
table  in  the  fhip,  and  have  the  countenance 
of  their  (uperiors  :  this  would  enliven  their 
fcrvitude,  and  make  them  of  confequence  on 
their  duty.  The  command  of  a  lieutenant  is 
great,  and  on  his  watch  he  too  often  breaks 
through  the  bounds  of  good  manners  and 
decency  :  it  is  a  power  fo  exntenfivt  that  when 
placed  in  the  breafl  of  a  weak  man,  may  be 
greatly  abufed  :  ’tho’  there  is  already  fuch  * 

reformation, 
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reformation  in  the  Britifh  navy,  as  would 
even  remove  thefe  fatyrical  epithets  fo  gene¬ 
rally  made  ufe  of  to  their  difrepute.  The 
laid  war,  a  chaw  of  tobacco,  a  rattan,  and  a 
rope  of  oaths,  were  fufficient  qualifications  to 
conftitute  a  lieutenant:  but  now  education 
and  good  manners  are  the  iludy  of  all  :  and 
fo  far  from  effeminacy  that  3  am  cf  opinion 
the  prefent  race  of  officers  will  as  much 
eclipfe  the  veterans  of  1692,  as  the  polite,  the 
vulgar.  My  intention  in  giving  thefe  hints? 
are  for  the  benefit  cf  my  coufin,  who  is  de¬ 
termined  on  this  life.  He  may  depend  on  it, 
I  will  not  omit  a  circumftance  for  his  ad¬ 
vantage,  but  make  a  fair  fide  of  debtor  and 
creditor.  I  will  give  him  a  letter  of  advice 
for  his  condudf, - which  I  hope  will  con¬ 

vince  him  how  much  I  am  his  friend,  and 

Your’s,  &c. 


L  £  X 


LETTER  XX 


To  J.  T.  Junior, 

Portfmouth  May  21,  1756. 

|  ^  HIS  day  we  have  declared  war  againft 
"  -®-  the  French,  a  war,  which  I  hope  may 

prove  glorious  to  my  country,  and  honour¬ 
able  to  the  navy.  I  find  you  are  abfolutely 
.determined  to  follow  a  fea  life,  I  therefore 
beg  your  attention  to  the  fubfequent  advice,  for 
your  fervice  and  future  condudt. 

You  now  live  under  the  care  and  prote&ion 
of  a  mod  indulgent  parent,  where  you  enjoy 
all  the  bleffings  this  world  can  afford,  and  his 
paternal  afFedlion  :  thefe  you  muff  lofe  im¬ 
mediately  on  your  launching  into  the  fea  fer¬ 
vice,  and  tho’  a  youth,  you  will  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  commencing  your  own  guardian. 
Here  are  no  back  doors  through  which  you 
can  make  your  efcanc,  nor  any  human  bo- 
foms  to  alleviate  your  feelings  ;  at  once  you 
refign  a  good  table  for  no  table,  and  a  good 
bed  for  your  length  and  breadth  :  nay,  it  will 
be  thought  an  indulgence  too,  to  let  you  fleep 
where  day  ne’er  enters,  and  where  frefh  air 

only 
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only  comes  when  forced.  You  muft  get  up 
every  four  hours, — for  they  never  forget  to 
call  you,  tho’  you  may  forget  to  rife  ;  but 
when  you  begin,  I  wifli  you  to  be  vigilant 
and  a£Hve.  Your  light  for  day  and  night  is 
a  fmall  candle,  which  is  often  ftruck  at  the 
fide  of  your  platter  at  meals,  for  want  of  a 
better  convenience :  your  victuals  are  fait, 
and  often  bad,  and  if  you  vary  the  mode  of 
dreflimi  them,  you  muft  cook  yourfelf ;  I 
would  recommend  you  always  to  have  tea  and 
fuo;ar  ;  the  reft  you  muft  truft  to,  for  you’ll 
fcarce  find  room  for  any  more  than  your  cheft 
and  hammock,  and  the  latter  at  times  you 
muft  carry  upon  deck  to  defend  you  from 
fmall  {hot,  unlefs  you  keep  one  of  the  failors 
in  fee  with  a  little  brandy,  (which  is  a  good 
friend  at  fea)  but  always  drink  it  mixed  with 
water.  In  the  moft  inclement  weather,  you 
are  the  moft  required  as  an  example,  and  to 
fee  the  duty  properly  executed,  you  muft  be 
at  the  extream  parts  of  the  mads  and  yards* 
When  you  begin,  be  refolute  and  perfevere, 
but  confider  it  well  before  you  engage,  for 
thefe  are  only  faint  (ketches,  when  compared 
with  reality. 


The  two  firft  rules  I  would  have  you  ob- 
ferve,  are  thefe  :  firft  Avoid  low  company  : 

fecondly. 
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fecondly,  Hold-faft  !  One  is  material  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  foul,  the  other  of  the  body. 
Low  company  is  the  moft  fatal  ro  k  to  a 
young  mariner,  and  nothing  can  fave  you 
from  it  but  a  neceflary  pride,  which  muff  oe 
fupported  in  fpight  of  all  the  lures  thrown  out 
by  vice  to  corrupt  and  debauch  you  :  you’ll 
find  it  a  noble  conqueft,  and  by  avoiding  it, 
obtain  the  efteem  of  your  fuperiors,  and  the 
refpe&  of  inferiors  j  nothing  can  recommend 
and  promote  you  fo  foon  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand  nothing  fo  foon  degrade  and  ruin  you. 
Low  company  is  the  bane  of  all  young  men, 
but  in  a  man  of  war,  you  have  the  colle£ted 
filths  of  Jails  :  condemned  criminals  have  the 
alternative  of  hanging  or  entering  on  board. 
There’s  not  a  vice  committed  on  (bore  but  is 
pradlifed  here  ;  the  fcenes  of  horror  and  in¬ 
famy  on  board  of  a  man  of  war,  are  fo  many 
and  fo  great,  that  I  think  they  muft  rather 

difguft  a  good  mind  than  allure  it.  I  do  not 
mean  by  this  advice,  to  have  you  appear  a 
dull  inactive  being,  that  fhudders  amidfl 
thefe  horrors  $  no,  I  would  wilh  you  to  fee 
them  in  their  own  proper  fhapes, — for  to  be 
hated  they  need  but  to  be  feen :  pafs  thro’ 
them  with  vivacity,  but  never  let  them  lay 
hold  of  you.  You  will  find  fome  little  out¬ 
ward  appearance  of  religion,— and  Sunday 

I  prayers  ! 


(  9°  ) 

prayers ! — but  the  congregation  is  generally 
drove  together  by  the  boatfwain  (like  lheep 
by  the  fhepherd)  who  neither  fpares  oaths  or 
blows.  In  fpightof  all  thofe  you  may  be  good, 
your  church  and  religion  mud  be  in  your  own 
bread, — and  tho’  every  thing  is  in  hurry  and 
noife,  yet  you  may  always  have  time  enough 
to  addrefs  a  fupreme  Being,  with  all  that 
fervency  of  foul  the  good  feek  him  with  :  and 
in  fuch  a  miferable  fituation  of  trial, — how 
glorious  the  conqued  !  Put  all  your  trud 
and  confidence  in  God,  for  no  principles  but 
thofe  of  religion,  are  fudicient  to  conditute  a 
great  man  ;  for  believe  me  in  various  dtuati- 
ons  of  fea  life,  you’ll  find  your  own  drength 
but  feeble  ;  and  if  you  depend  cn  Heaven, 
Heaven  will  never  difown  you.  Suppofing 
you  podefs  a  natural  courage,  you’ll  find 
that  courage  a  brutal  one,  when  carried  into 
wrath  and  revenge  :  a  pra&ical  courage  is  the 
bed,  and  a  courage  of  that  kind  mud  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  good  a£ts,  experience  and  a  perfect 
reliance  upon  God.  "V  ou  know  you  fet  out 
with  the  ambitious  hope  of  commanding  ; 
confequently,  when  you  obtain  that  prefer¬ 
ment,  you  mud  podefs  ability  fuperior  to 
thofe  you  govern,  which  can  only  be  attain¬ 
ed  by  integrity  of  heart,  dudy,  manners,  fo- 
briety,  diligence  and  experience. 


The 
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The  ftudies  I  would  have  you  purfue  be¬ 
fore  you  leave  home,  are  thefe  :  a  fufficient 
knowledge  of  your  own  language,  to  fpeak  it 
politely,  and  write  it  correCHy,  which  can¬ 
not  be  attained  without  fome  Latin  ;  and 
when  you  have  once  got  the  rudiments  of 
that  language,  you  will  find  leifure  time 
enough  on  board  to  make  yourfclf  more  per¬ 
fect.  Of  the  living  languages  apply  your  felf 
to  tnc  trench;  it  is  universally  fpoke  and 
underftood,  and  it  will  give  you  a  fuperiority 
where  ever  you  go.  Never  be  bafhful,  bat 
fpeak  it  with  confidence  upon  ail  occafions : 
no  man  ever  fooke  it  fluently  at  firft  ;  it  muib 
be  time  and  ufe  which  can  perfect  a  work  of 
that  nature.  If  you  have  opportunity,  learn 
likevvife  the  Spanifh  and  Italian  :  if  mathe- 
maticks  draw  your  attention  more,  don’t  fkim 
along  the  furface,  but  dive  to  the  very  bot¬ 
tom  ;  for  the  fea  fervice  may  be  productive  of 
many  ufeful  difeoveries  for  the  good  of  navi¬ 
gation  In  general,  and  for  your  own  pleafure? 
honour  and  emolument.  But,  to  qualify 
’  you  fufEciently  for  a  feaman,  you  will  find 
the  theory  as  taught  in  fchools,  enough  for 
your  purpofe,  and  the  pradical  part  will  be 
foon  accomplifhed  at  fea,  unlefs  that  part 
which  depends  on  experience ;  for  ’tis  a 

I  2  juft 
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juft  obfervation,  that  a  failor  has  always 
fomething  to  learn,— every  voyage  producing 
new  circumftances.-— Drawing,  fortification, 
furvcying  coafts,  and  harbours,  are  moft  ne- 
ceftary  qualifications  ;  and  for  more  light  ac- 
complifhments,  fencing  and  dancing.  Mu. 
fical  inftruments  are  fufficiently  tormented  in 
all  fiiips  ;  I  would  have  you  leave  them  for 
books.— All  thefe  (hould  be  attained  before 
fifteen,  (unlefs  you  go  to  Portfmouth  acade¬ 
my)  for  you  muft  ferve  fix  years  before  you 
are  entitled  to  an  examination  at  the  Navy- 
Office,  to  qualify  you  for  the  rank  of  lieute¬ 
nant  or  mailer  :  twenty  or  twenty  one,  is  as 
foon  as  I  would  wifh  you  to  take  charge  of 
a  watch  :  to  condudf  yourfelf  well  in  that  circle 
iequires  great  abilities  and  attention.  It  is  a 
miftaken  notion,  that  any  blockhead  will 
make  a  feaman  :  yet  I  confefs  there  are 
many  men  of  illiberal  parts  who  call  them- 
fclvcs  feamen,  as  any  other  occupation  can 
boaft  of.  In  fhort,  it  is  fo  diametrically  op- 
pofitc,  that  I  do  not  know  one  fituation  in 
life  that  requires  fo  accompiifhed  an  educati¬ 
on  as  the  fea  officer.  To  ftiine  in  the  cha¬ 
racter,  (which  we  hope  every  man  has  am¬ 
bition  enough  to  wifh)  he  fihould  be  a  man  of 
letters  and  languages,  a  mathematician,  and 
an  accompiifhed  gentleman.  The  variety  of 

countries 
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countries  he  vifits,  the  numbers  he  has  to 
govern,  and  long  abfence  from  the  female 
World,  give  h!  n  more  occafion  for  a  good 
education,  chan  any  other  employ.  The  ar¬ 
my  is  an  academy, — the  fea  makes  them  as 
boifterous  as  the  very  element  ;  therefore 
they  require  more;  for  the  1  eaffc  acquaintance 
with  the  liberal  fciences,  foftens  the  manners 
of  men  and  makes  them  lefs  lavage. 

- Ingenuas  didicifie  fideli ter  artcs 

Emollit  mores,  nec  finit  cfle  feros. 


Yours,  &c. 
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1-  E  T  T  E  R  XXL 
To  J.  T.  Junior. 

Torbay,  June  19,  1756. 

WE  are  now  going  down  the  British 
Channel  with  money  and  troops  for 
the  continent  of  North  America  ; - but  be¬ 

fore  we  depart,  I  beg  your  attention  a  little 
longer.-— In  my  laft,  I  pointed  out  to  you  a 
plan  of  education,  and  the  fatal  confequen- 
ces  of  low  company.  I  now  recommend 
you  to  avoid  ileep  and  indolence  when  your 
watch  is  expired,  which  is  pra£Iifed  by  thofe 
who  have  neither  ability  or  attention  to  amufe 
themfelves  by  more  improving  ftudies.  In 
fuch  intervals,  I  would  have  you  purfue  your 
fcholaftic  education  :  in  your  journal  deline¬ 
ate  the  head  lands  and  coafts  you  fee  —with 
their  bearings  and  diftances,  and  ad  other 
obfervations  that  may  occur  ;  for  you  cannot 
make  too  many,  in  order  to  acquire  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  able  feaman.  E^ery  day  obferve 
the  Ihip’s  run  upon  fome  Mercator’s  chari,  the 
variation  of  the  compafs,  the  fitting  of  cur¬ 
rents,  &c.  &c.  but  I  would  rather  have  you 

project  a  map  for  that  purpofe  : — befides  tak¬ 
ing  oft  the  common  daily  occurrences  of  the 

log-board^ 
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log-board,  keep  an  hidorical  journal,  after 
the  manner  of  our  bed  voyagers  :  in  which  in- 
fert  the  defcription  of  places,  the  manners, 
cuftoms,  habits,  languages,  worfhip,  ana 
poliey  of  men  ;  the  produce  culture,  and 
manufa&ory  of  each  country  ;  the  curiofi- 
ties,  phenomena,  birds,  beads,  filb,  vege¬ 
tables,  and  minerals  of  each  place,  &c.  &c. 
From  fuch  obfervation,  we  have  colle£ted 
our  hiftories  of  foreign  countries,  and  tho' 
they  be  ever  fo  puerile ;  you  can  correct  and 
embellifh  them  in  maturer  years  ;  the  obfer- 
vations  which  ftrike  you  will  be  ever  good  and 
true  ;  for  an  elegance  in  writing  mud  arife 
from  polite  converfe,  experience  and  read¬ 
ing.— As  you  will  be  much  didrefied  for 
room  on  (hipboard,  and  your  library  a  moving 
one,  you  mull  endeavour  to  have  it  fmall 
and  fele£f.  The  books  I  recommend  you  to 
fludy  in  the  Latin,  are, — Erafmus,  Cicero, 
Judin,  Terence,  Virgil,  Ovid  and  Horace. 
In  the  Frennch,  Les  Revolutions  D’  Angle- 
terre  par  la  Pere  D’Orleans,  Cyrus  Tele- 
machque,  Les  Revolutions  Romain,  Let- 
tres  de  Rabutin,  Hiftoire  de  Cnarles  XII. 
Roi  de  Sude,  Boileau  et  Molier.  In  the 
Spanilh,  you  will  do  well,  to  read  well,  the 
agi-eablc  Vida  y  hechos  del  in  geniofo  Caval- 
lero  Don  Quixote.  In  Englilh,  the  Hidnry 
of  your  own  Country,  the  Spe&atators  and 

Tatlers, 
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in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  would 
be  untruth  ;  but  from  that  age  to  this,  we 
have  been  as  unpolifhed  and  rough  as  the 
clement.  It  will  bear  no  kind  of  argument 
to  advance,  that  ignorance  can  a£t  bet¬ 
ter  than  accomplifhed  knowledge,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
navy  w«ll  bring  more  laurels  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  than  were  ever  brought  in  any  for¬ 
mer  time _ My  lad  advice  is,  not  to  be 

too  hady  in  your  choice  of  companions,  nor 
to  be  captivated  with  the  outward  appear¬ 
ances  of  mankind,  and  fmooth  flattering 
fpeeches  ;  act  always  upon  the  referve  before 
a  Granger:  fife  and  canvafs  him  well,  before 
you  take  him  to  your  bofom  :  preferve  a  fe- 
cret  when  entruded  to  you,  tho’  of  the  mod 
trifling  confequence  :  accuftom  yourfelf  to  it, 
for  he  that  betrays  his  friend,  deferves  to  be 
betrayed  :  be  very  flow  to  give  offence,  and 
when  really  injured,  adl  with  fortitude  :  be 
ready  to  forgive,  and  endeavour  to  forget  the 
errors  of  others  :  be  rather  prone  to  praife 
than  cenfure  :  be  warm  on  a  man’s  virtues, 
and  filent  on  his  follies  :  tell  the  truth  upon 
all  occafions,  fallacious  equivocations  are  dabs 
to  a  man’s  chara£ter  :  never  drink  to  cxcefs, 
nor  let  crimes  committed  in  liquor  pafs  un¬ 
noticed  :  obferve  the  medium  betwen  penu¬ 
ry  and  profufenefs,  and  fliun  gaming,  like  a 

funken 


(  9»  ) 

Sunken  rock.  Thefe  will  prevent  impofiti- 
ons,  tor  on  board  of  a  fhip,  you  muft  be 
prepared  againft  the  fenfible  pleafant  villain^ 
and  the  low  thief.  Cheiifh  the  brave  and  ho¬ 
ned  j  i or  in  the  navy  you  will  find  ma*py 
worth  your  warmed;  friendship,  Thefe  paths 
lead  to  a  deep  afeent,  but  when  you  g-ain 
the  fummit,  you  will  look  down  with  plea¬ 
sure  on  your  conquest,  finding  yourfelf  at 
cnee  a  comfort  to  your  parents,  a  friend  to 
Society,  an  honour  to  the  navy,  and  a  ylory 
to  your  country.  Applaud  the  fenfible  gen¬ 
tleman  whenever  and  wherever  you  meet  him 
2nd  cltfpife  the  dififoiuteand  abandoned  with, 

f  our  fincere  friend,  he* 


7be  End  of  tke  First  Vo  l  u m  e. 
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L  E  T  T  E 


To  H.  M.  Elq  : 

i.  ' 


New  foik,  A  >.guft  15,  1756. 


}  NEVER  was  lo  much  furprifed  as  in 

_  finding  tiiis  part  of  the  world  fuperior  to 

England : — the  air  is  ferene  and  the  land 
fertile:  peaches,  nectarines,  apples,  and  all 
other  fruits  peculiar  to  the  foil  of  Europe, 
grow  wild  in  the  woods,  and  only  feed  the 
particular  beafts  which  inhabit  them  :  I  can¬ 
not  fay  the  tafte  is  quite  fo  exquifttc  and  de¬ 
licious,  which  I  fuppofc  may  be  owing  to  the 
want  of  grafting  and  traufplanting,~but  the 
appearance  lool*  fo  much  liicetiic  gc ,  on  .we, 
and  the  firft  ftate  of  nature,  that' I  coud  al- 
moft  determine  to  Jp  .nd  the  remainder  of  my 
Iile  ncte.  Ehe  river  leading  to  the  city  of 
AWt  York ,  runs  a  confiderable  way  into  die 


country,  but  has  a  bar  at  the  mouth 
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prevents  the  entrance  of  very  large  (hips 
the  lands  are  cultivated  as  tar  as  the  eye  can 
range  from  the  banks,  and  the  cottages  in¬ 
habited  with  a  variety  of  people  from  Ger¬ 
many,  Holland,  &c.  New-Tork  *  is  an 
]fiand,  fituated  about  30  miles  up  Hudfons 
river,  bounded  by  Long  IJland  on  the  calf, 
and  Staten  IJland  on  the  fouth.  The  noble- 
nefs  of  the  town  fu-rprifed  me  more  than  the 
fertile  appearance  of  the  country.  1  had  no 
idea  of  finding  a  place  in  America  coniifling  of 
near  2000  houfes,  elegantly  built  ofbrick,  rail- 
ed  on  an  eminence,  and  the  Greets  paved  and 
ipacious  j  furnifhed.  y  ith  commodious  kevs 
and  warehoutes,  and  employing  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  vefiels  in  its  foreign  trade  and  fifh- 
cries  ; — but  fuch  is  this  city,  that  a  very  few 
in  England  can  rival  it  in  (how,  gentility  and 
hofpitality.  It  is  a  royal  government,  and 
the  officers  appointed  by  the  crown.  There 
are  very  lew  Indians  on  this  ifland,  bein.?-  all 

either  cut  off  by  intefiine  wars  or  difeafes  : - 

the  laborious  people,  in  general,  are  Guinea 
negroes,  who  lie  under  particular  reftraints, 
from  the  attempts  they  have  made,  to  maf- 
facre  the  inhabitants  for  their  Liberty, 

which 

*  In  the  iatiitude  of  40®  4.0 *  North,  and  lon¬ 
gitude  73°  5 9 '  Weft  from  the  Meridian  oi  London. 


(  i°3  ) 

which  is  ever  defireri  by  thofe  (you  find)  who 
never  knew  the  enjoyment  of  it.  I  cannot 
quit  this  colony,  without  taking  notice  of  a 
veiy  pai ticular  cataract,  W’hicli  forms  a  pro- 
digious  arch,  and  (according  to  the  eye)  may 
tall  about  150  feet  j— but  what  is  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  the  mi  ft,  which  is  occafioned  by 
the  rail,  on  a  tunny  day,  forms  a  moft  de¬ 
lightful  rainbow,  and  may  be  feen  twelve 
miles  oft'.  Thefe  are  romantic  Holies  told  of 
tiiis  cataract,  but  I  am  refolvcd  to  relate  no 
more  than  I  have  feen.  The  Iroqouis  often 
appear  here  on  bufinefs,  and  their  appearance 
is  more  lavage  than  I  can  deferibe.-—  I  cannot 
help  telling  you  the  ceremony  of  burying  their 
dead : — all  the  relations  paint  their  faces 
black,  and  twice  a  day  make  a  moft  wretched 
lamentation  over  the  grave  ;  the  time  ot  the 
mourning  confifts  with  the  continuation  of 
the  black  face,  which  is  never  waflied,  out 
of  refpeel  to  the  dea  l.  The  corpfe  is  placed 
upright  on  a  feat,  -and  his  gun,  bows  ar¬ 
rows  and  money  buried  with  him,  to  furnilh 
him  with  fhooting  implements  in  the  next 
world,  where  they  believe  is  more  game  than 
in  America^ — and  that  the  delightful  country 
lies  along  way  wcjlward.— They  have  priefts 
among  them  called  Pcnvaws,  who,  if  it  is 
pofiible,  make  they  w  retches  more  ignorant 

K.  2  than 
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than  nature  meant  them  to  be.  My  ftay, 
tho’  very  fliort  here,  has  been  attended  with 
a  molt  difagteeable  circumftance.  When  a- 
bout  three  leagues  from  the  fhip,  the  boat’s 
crew  (confining  of  ten  men )  rofe  on  me,  bound 
me  hand  and  foot,  and  run  the  boat  on  fhore. 
—where  I  might  have  perifhed,  had  not  two 
returned  and  unbound  me,  which  two  I 
brought  to  the  fhip  again.  They  confefs’d 
they  had  attempted  to  throw  me  over-board 
(which  I  never  perceived)  but  fomething  al- 
ways  prevented  : — had  they  perpetrated  their 
viJIany,  I  fhould  have  died  by  the  mouths 
of  fome  thoufands  of  fharks, — as  I  was  at 
that  time  fifhing  on  a  bank,  where  nothing 
could  be  more  numerous.  This  is  fo  (hiking 
an  aft  of  the  hand  of  Providence,  that  had  :t 
happened  to  an  atheiftical  perfon,  it  might 
have  been  the  happy  means  of  converting  him. 
From  hence  we  are  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
which  is  a  fecret  which  never  tranfpircd  till  the 
day  of  our  departure.  Iam  a  little  chagrined 
at  the  circumftance,  not  being  provided  (or 
fo  long  a  voyage. 

Cl  J  c? 

I  am,  Sit. 

P.  S:  We  have  now  150  people  ill  in 
duxes,  feurvies  and  fevers, 

L  E  T. 


(  i°5  ) 

LETTER  XXIII. 


To  G.  T.  Efq; 

Antigua,  September  22.  1 75^* 

\I7  E  are  happily  arrived  here  after  a  very 
*  »  tempeftuous  paftage.  meeting  in  the 
latitude  of  26^  North,  with  a  violent  dorm* 
which  continued  48  hours,— in  which  we 
fprung  our  mafb,  and  a  leak  which  had 
nearly  drowned  us  all  -the  few  people  who 
were  well,  being  quite  fatigued  with  Hand¬ 
ing  at  the  pumps,  declared  (when  the  {hip 
had  five  feet  water  in  her  h<  Id)  they  would 
rather  ftnk  than  pump  any  longer  :  upon 
which  Mr,  Cornifh  fhowed  a  mod  gallant 
/pi  rit,  and  fwore  he  would  put  the  fir  ft  man 
to  death  that  refilled  :  this  happy  menace 
cleared  the  {hip,  the  ftorm  f.ibfided,  and  we 
repaired  all  damages.  In  palling  the  tropick 
of  Cancer,  we  obferved  the  old  fea  cuftom 
of  ducking  thofe  who  had  never  been  acrofs 
that  latitude  ; — the  fame  is  obferved  on  the 
equinocfal  but  from  whence  this  watery 
ceremony  arofe,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine  ; 
it  has  certainly  been  praelifed  ever  fince  we 
have  any  account  of  fhips  making  fouthern 
voyages,  and  might  as  well  arife  from  the 

K  3  fabulous 
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fabulous  poetical  (lory  told  by  Ovid  of  Dee - 
<7u\W.>  and  leans ,  as  from  any  other  :  the 
youth  being  drowned  in  this  parallel  of  lati¬ 
tude,  in  making  Ins  efcape  with  his  father, 
from  the  wrath  of  Adinos,  in  a  fliip  prepared 
by  Paftphae ,  which  having  only  oars,  the  in 
gemous  Daedalus  invented  fails, — num  pomt 
In  or  dine  pennas  ;  the  ufe  of  which  ( Paufa * 
nias  tells  us)  was  not  then  known  in  Greece , 
,.nd  Ov  i  la  s  fancy  converted  them  into  win  its 
io  in  compliment  to  the  fir  ft  inventor  of  fails, 
or  canvafs  wings,  this  cuftom  of  ducking  is 
preiei ved,— -and  f>  lough  a  one,  that  no 
man  can  forget  it  that  undergoes  it. 

i  ne  id  and  of  Antigua*  is  of  a  circular 
iorrn.  about  62  miles  in  circumference,  ve¬ 
ry  mountainous,  and  particularly  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  two  lofty  hills.  Upon  the  top  of  the 
moft  conuderable  one  (which  is  called  Monk’s 
hill)  is  a  battery  of  33  guns,  which  is  the  laft 
tctieat  the  inhabitants  can  make  when  de- 
rested.  Having  no  fprings  on  this  hill,  they 
iia^u  creeled  tanks,  or  refervoirs  for  rain 
water,  which  contain  upwards  of  244.8  tons. 
TTlie  inhaoitants  are  about  10,000  whites,  and 
15.000  blacks.  Saint  John  is  the  principal 
town,  containing  upwards  of  500  homes, 

built 

One  Oi  the  Carrihbee  ’fles  in  the  latitude  17^ 
300  North,  longitude  60 ' 33  ’  Weft  of  London. 
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built  of  wood,  and  very  low,  on  account  o: 
the  violent  hurricanes  the  ilreets  are  wide, 
but  not  paved  ;  and  provifions  cf  all  kinds 
exce/Iively  dear,  18  s.  being  a  common  price 
•f&r  a  turkey,  v/hich  are  brought,  and  almoft 
every  thing  elfe,  in  the  lumber  veffels  from 
America .  In  a^  dry  feafon  water  is  often 
dearer  than  claret  ;---for  upon  this  ifle  there 
is  but  one  fpring,  which  is  medicinal,  and 
alternately  hot  and  cold,  twice  every  24 
hours.  All  the  good  living  is  amono-ft  the 
planters  in  the  country.  Where,  if  you  are  a 
Scotfman  you  may  be  well  entertained.  The 
Planter  flruts  a  petty  king  aroidil  his  Haves, 
and  has  his  black  feraglio  :---in  general,  the/ 
are  haughty,  ignorant,  and  cruel,  which  arifes 
from  that  de(p  -tick  government  over  their 
poor  Haves,  who  are  whipped,  and  drove  by 
the  lafh,  like  cattle.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
elfates  on  the  ifland  are  conduced  by  over¬ 
seers,  the  mod  of  which  are  Scotlmen  ;  who 
perhaps  have  been  tranfported  to  Virginia, 
and  from  thence  elcaped  to  rule  here.  Thd'e 

iflands  are  certainly  the  happieft  azylums  for 
fugitives  and  convicts,  and  at  once  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  exile  and  utility  ;  for  thefe 
rotten  memuers  of  fociety,  in  time  wear  out 
the  (tains  of  banifhmcnt  and  difgrace,  amafs 
plentiful  fortunes,  and  leave  prodigal  heirs 
to  fquander  them  ^w^y.  Here  England  faves 

herfelf 


herfeif  a  great  expence,  ~ — - and  fur  panes 

the  people  cf  Atliens,  who  had  built  cities 
and  palaces  for  thofe  who  had  done  things, 
who  had  rendered  them  obnoxious  to  the 
^aws.  Cadmus  had  his  at  Thebes  ;  and  Romu - 
erefled  one  upon  mount  Capitolinus ;  but 
thefe  were  ail  maintained  at  the  expence  of 
the  (late  •,  whereas,  England  finds  great 
riches  aiding  from  fubjedis  flie  had  abfolutely 
thrown  off  and  renounced.  Thefe  light  gen¬ 
tlemen  treat  us,  who  are  come  to  defend 
their  ifland,  by  the  genteel  appellation  of 
alien  and  foreigner  ;  and  have  good  manners 
enough  to  give  public  affronts  to  every  officer 
under  Mr.  Frankland  ;  but  ftill  are  fo  happy 
in  their  good  manners,  as  never  to  meet 
thofe  who  have  fpirit  to  meet  them. 

I  am,  &c. 

P»  S.  Duels  are  very  frequently  fought 
here,  out  of  piftol  (hot. 
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To  L. 

L. 

Efq; 

Englifh  Harbour,  in  the  Ifland  oc 
Antigua,  Obtober  21,  1756. 

TH  the  ftri&eft  truth  I  may  call 
this  one  of  the  moft  infernal  places 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  tho’  a  commodious 
harbour  in  this  part  of  the  world,  for  refitting 
of  (hipping  :  it  is  furrounded  with  high  hills, 
which  obfirudi  the  air,  and  renders  it  uncom¬ 
monly  unwnolfome:  I  have  been  Ions;  de- 
dining  with  the  white  flux,  and  for  recovery, 
{turfed  into  a  fmall  room  with  26  people  *> 

- but  now  in  better  health  ;  I  officiate  as 

chaplain,  and  bury  eight  men  in  a  morning. 

fkuxcs  and  fevers  are  the  icigning  diilempcrs, 
and  both  i  attribute  to  the  water’  drank  bv 
the  feumen, — whicii  is  taken  out  of  tanks  r 
citterns,  built  by  admiral  Knowls ;  it  is 
all  rain  water,  and  covered  clofe  up,  whi  h 
for  w  nt  of  air,  breeds  poifonous  auim.dcula, 
and  becomes  foul  and  putrid.-— The  mekm- 
choly  efiedts  it  produces,  nvght  in  a  great 
nnnus:'  be  prevented,  by  boiling  the  water 
before,  i:  is  iiijed,  <>r  ordering  the  people  to  do 
it; — tms  would  defiroy  thelc  vermin,  and 

correct 


C  no  } 

corrcft  the  putrefaction.  I  am  convinced, 
irom  long  obfervation,  that  moil  of  the  dif- 
tempers  in  fouthern  climates  arife  from  the 
vV atcr  u'railk> — as  Clip  ficknefles  do  from  the 
bilge  water,  which  is  evidently  'proved  in 
ieaky  Cups  being  always  healthful ; — I  there¬ 
fore  recommend  to  all  officers,  naval  and 
mercantile,  to  let  in  fait  water  every  day, 

and  boil  their  freCi,  for  the  good  of  them- 
Selves  and  cargoes. 


We  have  a  general  vifit  every  Sunday  from 
Me  negroes  or  the  different  parts  of  the  ifland3 
who  hold,  in  ail  other  places  as  well  as  here, 
Uicir  markets  on  the  Sabbath,— being  the 
only  day  or  relaxation  they  are  indulged"  with 
by  the  tyrants  they  are  'ilaves  to  :  the  difa- 
greeable  fmell  of  their  bodies  is  fo  great,  that 
l  have  fmelt  when  the  wind  fet  off  from’  that 


quaitcr,  a  negro  market  a  mile  or  more. 
.But  bad  fm ells  uon  t  hurt  the  labor's  appetite, 
each  man  poflefling  a  temporary  lady,  w holer 
pnde  is  her  conftancy  to  the  man  (he  chofes, 
and  in  tin's  particular  they  are  itri&Iy  fo.  I 
have  known  350  women  fup  and  flcep  on 
board  on  a  Sunday  evening,  and  return  at 
day  break  to  their  different  plantations.  I 
don’t  know  what  to  compare  tin’s  charcoal 
feraglio  to  :  in  numbers  we  beat  the  Turk  ; — 
in  conftancy  the  woild  • — but,  in  beauty? 


we 


V 


(  ill  ) 

lubmit  to  the  fair  Circaffians .  Thefe  poor 
flaves  bring  with  them  fruit,  vegetables  and 
milk,  which  they  exchange  for  bread  and 
beef.  The  planters  generally  allow  them  a 
*ma!l  barren  fpot  of  ground,  which  as  foon 
as  they  have  well  tilled,  they  take  to  them- 
yr  ielves,  and  give  them  another:  they  live  i11 
wretched  thatched  hovels,  and  after  their  daily 
labour,  fleep  on  a  board  :  their  fires  are  in  the 
middle  ot  their  huts,  which  have  no  chim¬ 
neys,  the  fmoak  creating  warmth,  auJ  alfo 
keeps  out  the  mufquitos  :  their  drefs  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  no  more  than  a  cloth  round  the 
middle,— unlefs  the  miftrefles  of  great  Dons, 
who  wear  filks  and  calicoes.  There  is  a  moft 
wretched  epidemical  di&eniper  amongfl  thefc 
unhappy  mortals  (called  the  Yaws)  which 
when  it  appears  on  a  Have,  he  is  immediately 
drove  from  the  foeiety  of  the  relt  :  his  victuals 
are  left  in  a  particular  place,  not  being  allowed 
any  communication  with  the  other  negroes  : 
thus  wandering  for  months  about  the  fields, 
and  dying  by  degrees,  they  become  at  laft  a 
prey  to  the  birds  of  the  air.  I  am  forry  I 
cannot  fay  any  thing  pleafant  of  this  place, 
but  to-morrow  we  fail  for  Barbadoes ,  from 
whence,  I  hope,  I  may  entertain  you  with 
more  plcafmg  accounts. 

I  am,  &c. 

L  E  T- 
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To 


Barbadoes*,  December  5,  1756. 
H  I  S  ifiand  looks  more  like  a  chriflian 


-E  country,  than  any  of  the  Carribbees  : 
every  foot  of  it  is  cultivated,  and  cleared  of 
wood  .  it  io  about  30  miles  long,  and  16 
broad  : — to  the  eaflward,  it  is  defended  by 
rocks,  and  the  fouth-wefl  point  forms  a  large 
bay  for  fnipping,  in  which  the  chief  place  is 
creeled,  (called  Bridge-Town.)  The  town 
is  very  extenfive  and  well  built,  and  the  mer¬ 
chant’s  houfes  elegant.  Every  thing  13  dear 
but  flying  fifh,  (which  are  called  Barbadoe  s 
Pigeons)  all  other  provisions  are  brought  from 
New  England,  unlefs  what  the  planters  raife 
for  their  own  ufe.  The  inhabitants  are  more 
eafy,  holpitable  and  kind,  than  on  the 
other  ifl  nds  \  but  yet  have  that  volatile fpirit 
fo  peculiar  to  the  Creole.  The  cruel  tyranny 

flaves,  is  fhocking  to  hu¬ 
man  .  .  oft  hi.  id  in  fiance  of  which, 

was  ...  ;re:  t  e  ether  c\y  bv  .  miff  re  fs  to 


her 
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her  female  ilave:  the  girl  had  committed  fome 
trivial  domeftic  error  :  upon  which  (he  com¬ 
manded  four  of  her  fervants  to  hold  her  down 
to  the  ground,  while  the  abfolutely  exulted  in 
fmil  es,  and  dropped  hot  fealing  wax  on  the 
different  parts  of  the  back,  till  the  poor  crea¬ 
ture  expired  in  the  moft  excruciating  tortures. 

- Was  you  accuflomed  to  live  with  the 

planter’s  ladies,  you  would  not  be  furprifed  at 
any  cruelty,  for  they  are  taught  in  their  very 
infancy,  to  flog  with  a  whip  the  flave  that 
offends  them.  The  negroes,  in  general, 
come  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  which  makes 
their  manners  and  fluperftitions  alike, — altho’ 
I  never  knew  they  had  the  Jeaft  idea  of  any 
worfhip,  till  I  was  acquainted  by  DotSfor  Hill 
of  this  place,  who  told  me  he  had  many  Afri¬ 
can  negroes  brought  him  in  the  hypocondnack 
ftate,  which  neither  medicine  nor  advice 
could  palliate,  and  that  he  had  no  other  re- 
courfe  in  fuch  cafes,  but  in  fending  for  a  ne¬ 
gro  prieft,  who  would  perfwade  the  patient, 
after  having  exercifed  a  numherof  legerdemain 
tricks,  that  he  had  extracted  toads,  ferpents 
and  birds  from  his  body, — which  being  con¬ 
cealed  about  him  he  produces  them  at  plea- 
fure  •-.—after  fuch  an  operation,  you’ll  fee  the 
fuperftitious  wretch  revive,  and  in  a  few  days, 
return  in  fpirits  to  his  labour.  They  very 

L  often 
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often,  in  their  thefts,  meet  with  a  ftring  of 
rags  hung  out  to  frighten  the  birds  fromfrefh- 
fown  feed  ; — this  they  call  their  god  Obiay 
Who  they  believe,  has  detetfed  them, — and 

is  very  often  a  means  of  their  confefling  the 
crime  they  have  committed,  or  becoming 
fplenetic  j  imagining  that  all  their  food  is  poi- 
fon,  which  operates  fo  ftrongly  on  their  weak 
minds  as  even  to  kill  them  in  a  few  months. 
In  all  chmates,  and  in  all  ages,  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  have  gone  hand  in  hand,  and 
wherever  they  have  predominately  prevailed, 
they  have  effectually  ruined  the  people.  The 
Try-all  floop,  having  ju ft  engaged  a  fhip5 
bound  to  Martiniquo ,  (in  which  a&ion  the 
Frenchman  blew  up)  calls  us  in  a  great  hurry 

to  fea,  where  we  hope  to  meet  with  a  fleet 
long  expe&ed. 

I  am,  &c. 


LET- 


|| 


LETTER  XXVI. 


To  H.  M.  Efq  s 

St.  John’s,  Antigua, 

February  16,  1757. 

WE  are  juft  returned  from  a  long  dis¬ 
agreeable  cruife,  without  preferment, 
honor  or  emolument.  I  he  infrequency  of 
French  flnps  in  thefe  weftern  Teas,  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  be  owing  to  your  circumfpedion  at 
home  ;  for  nothing  can  exceed  our  foreign  vi¬ 
gilance,  but  your  domeftic  attention.  About 
fix  weeks  ago,  we  left  the  ifland  of  Dominica * 

where  we  went  for  wood  and  water. - It  is 

one  of  the  moft  fruitful  ifles  in  thefe  feas,  but 
mountainous  and  woody.  Its  inhabitants  are 
chiefly  French  $--- the  icfidue  Indians,  who  in 
habit  the  moft  wild  inacceflible  parts  :  the 
coftee,  cotton,  and  cocoa,  produced  in  this 
ifland,  exceed  any  other  raifed  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  Crffce  grows  on  a  fhrub  about 
as  high  as  a  currant  bulb,  with  a  dark  green 
leaf  like  the  bay  tree  ;  it  is  propagated  from 
feeds,  which  fhould  be  fown  foon  after  they 

L  2  are 

*  Latitude  of  1  5?  2$  North,  longitude  <59°  50 
Weft  of  London. 
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ye  gathered-  They  have  the  fin  eft  plantati~ 
ons  of  it  in  this  iftand  I  ever  favv. 


K 


T  he  Cocoa  lefemhles  our  cherry-tree  ;  the 
fruit  is  encl  fed  in  a  yellow  pod,  about  tha 
bignefs  of  a  cucumber,  beginning  and  end¬ 
ing  in  a  point.  In  the  infide  is  a  number0^ 
white  fibres  j  in  the  middle  of  thefe  are  con” 
tamed  12  feeds  or  grains  of  a  brown  colour, 
each  grain  is  covered  with  a  little  bark  ;  in 
the  middle  is  the  Coooa,  which  feperates  into- 
five  or  fix  unequal  parts,  and  after  grinding 
and  difiolving  in  hot  water,  forms  a  vifcous 
tenacious  pafie  ;  a  folution  of  which  makes 
an  agreeable  liquor  called  Cbocola'e, 

The  Cotton  fhrub  grows  about  five  feet 
from  the  ground,  with  a  leaf  Iharpened  like  the 
currant,  but  fomething  larger  ;  it  bears  a 
beautiful  yellow  flower  like  the  daffodil,  which, 
when  withered,  difcovers  a  pod  in  fhape  and 
fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  wherein  is  contained 
the  cotton  : — of  this  fhrub  are  large  plantati¬ 
ons,  and  when  blooming,  it  makes  a  pleat¬ 
ing  appearance. 

The  Manzanillo  (commonly  called  the  Man - 
ganil)  grows  like  the  pear  tree,  and  bears  a 
moft  beautiful  apple  of  the  ranked  poifon. 
One  would  imagine,  from  its  delightful  tempt¬ 
ing 
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ing  appearance  and  the  bad  confluence  of 
the  tafte,  that  it  was  the  tree  fo  fatal  to  our 
firft  mother, — which  being  of  beautiful  afpedf, 
and  a  poifonous  nature,  Adam  forbad  her  to 
eat  thereof, ---but  Eve,  having  a  longing  in¬ 
clination  to  gratify  herfelf,  where  fhe  was 
enjoined  to  forbear,  plucked  the  fruit  of  that 
forbidden  (poifonous)  tree,— “  whofe  mortal 
tafte  brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all 
our  woe.” — In  fhort,  I  fuppofe  it  bliftered 
her  mouth,  which  Adam  removed  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  White  Cedar,  a  tree  al-  . 
ways  growing  near,  and  meant  by  the  God  of 
INature  as  an  immediate  antidote  to  fo  fatal 
and  fo  tempting  a  poifon. 

The  Fwus  Indicus ,  called  by  the  negros, 
the  Prickly-Pear ,  grows  wild  in  all  thofe  wef- 
tcrn  ifles,  and  ferves  them  for  good  fences, 
growing  very  high,  and  full  of  long  bearded 
thorns,  which  will  pierce  the  foie  of  a  fhoe  : 
—it  bears  a  beautiful  red  flower,  fringed  with 
white  the  fruit  has  a  moft  delicious  tafte, 
and  of  a  deep  purple  colour,  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  quantity  eat.  will  more  or  lefs  tindf 
the  water. 

The  Calabafi  is  a  lofty  fpreading  tree,  the 
leaf  in  fmcll  and  fhape  much  of  your  nec- 

k  3  tarine ; 
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jarine : — it  has  a  moft  happy  domeffick  qua- 
lity  in  this  country,  producing  drinking  vef- 
fels  for  thofe  who  have  not  ingenuity  to  make 
them  :  it  bears  a  globular  fruit  as  big  as  a 
man’s  head,  upon  the  bark  of  which  the  ne- 
gros  carve  a  thoufand  true  lover’s  knots  and 
flourifhes, — and  when  the  pith  is  taken  out* 
itferves  for  variety  ofhoufhoid  ufes. 

I  wifh  this  arborous  epiftle  may  divert  you ; 
but  if  I  am  deficient  in  the  proper  terms,  I 
hope  my  extraordinary  obfervations  may,  in 
fome  degree,  compenfate  for  a  want  of  that 
necefiary,  happy  obfcurity,  peculiar  to  all  ar¬ 
bor  ifts  and  botanifts. 

I  am,  &c« 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

To  L.  L.  Efq. 

Tobago*,  March  ij,  1757. 

✓ 

THO*  we  are  continually  moving  from 
ifland  to  Hand,  neverthelefs  it  affords 
no  variety,  for  there  is  a  famcnels  in  the  Cre¬ 
ole,— and  an  equal  inhofpitalitv  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Tobago  is  an  entire  wood,  but  a  fine 
rich  foil,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
iflanders  to  clear  it :  the  bays  are  well  flocked 
with  a  variety  of  filh>  and  the  woods  with  all 
kinds  of  fowl.  The  only  inhabitants  upon 
it  are  Indians,  and  a  few  French,  who  oc- 
cafionally  come  from  Martinique  on  turtle 
fifhing.  Thefe  favages  are  very  fhy,  and  at 

the  fame  time  very  inofFenfive ;  for,  unlefs 
you  difturb  their  little  town,  they  will  offer 

no  violence  to  you.  They  are  of  a  bright 
olive  colour,  and  go  almoft  naked,  bearing 

no  other  arms  than  the  bow  and  arrow  ;  they 
fubfift  entirely  by  fifhing  and  {hooting,  at 
which  they  are  uncommonly  expert  ; — the 
greateft  prefent  you  can  make  them,  is  knives 

and 

*  Is  in  the  latitude  of  n°  10 7  North  being  45 
leagues  N.  by  E.  halfE,  of  Barbadoe3. 
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and  trinkets  the  firft  for  domeftic  ufes,  the 

fecond  for  the  ornament  of  their  ladies, _ who 

are  as  aftive  as  the  men,  but  lefs  agreeable  in 
appearance.  This  ifland  abounds  with  a 
greater  variety  of  animals  than  any  other, 
partly  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  continent 
of  South  America ,  and  being  lefs  frequented 
and  difturbed.  No  place  abounds  more  with 
fnakes  and  ferpents,  which  neverthelefs  are 
inoffenfive  ;  I  have  feen  many  of  various 
fizes,  which  were  as  ready  to  retire  from  me 

as  I  from  them.  The  Armadillo,  or  Hog  in 
armour,  is  fiequently  foun J  here  }  it  is  a  moft 
harmlefs  creature  and  feeds  upon  infe£fs  i 
the  coat  of  mail  which  covers  the  back,  de¬ 
fends  it  from  the  enemy,  into  which  it  draws 
itfelf  like  a  hedge-hog : — it  is  efteemed  a 
great  rarity. 

This  ifland  abounds  with  cabbage-tree% 
which  nothing  can  furpafs  in  loftinefs  and 
beauty. — This  tree  as  juft! y  claims  the  fupe- 
riority  amongft  vegetables,  as  London  does 
over  its  neighbouring  hamlets  ;  they  are  in 
their  prime  at  30  years  growth,  and  are  from 
70  to  80  feet  high.  .There  is  only  a  tuft  of 
leaves  on  the  top,  which  is  the  cabbage,  and 
to  obtain  it  you  muftcut  down  the  tree,  which 
is  hollow,  and  an  ineinon  may  be  made  with 

a  knife 
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a  knife  : — it  is  excellent  boiled,  but  more 
agreeable  when  pickled* 

I  one  day  had  an  inclination  to  wander  into 
the  woods  to  gather  oranges  :  but  finding 
them  fo  impenetrably  thick  and  difficult  to 
pafs,— -came  to  a  fmall  river,  where  1  (tripped 
off  mv  cloaths,  and  waded  a  mile  or  two, 
without  a  fight  of  any  thing  human,— -be¬ 
ing  refolved  to  penetrate  fome  miles  into  the 
country  by  this  method  ;  I  continued  on, 
when  to  my  affonifhment,  on  the  fide  of  the 
bank  I  found  a  little  hovel,  inhabited  by  a 
man,  a  dog,  a  cat,  and  fome  fowls  ;  he  re¬ 
ceived  me  with  a  filent  politenefs,  and  hand¬ 
ed  me  into  his  hut;  the  age  and  gravity  of  his 
countenance  commanded  refpedt: — I  was 
fometimes  inclined  to  fpeak,  being  divided  in 
my  opinion  whether  he  was  an  Indian  or  a 
European  :  at  length  after  a  ceremonious 
paufe,  he  broke  filence  in  French, — which 
aftonifhed  me  as  much  as  his  appearance. 
“  He  told  me  he  had  lived  that  folitary  life 
near  one  and  twenty-years,  without  having 
converfed  with  any  thing  human  : — he  faid 
the  Indians  (would  fometimes)  when  hunt¬ 
ing,  call  on  him  and  give  him  part  of  the 
game  they  had  taken,  and  fhave  off  his  beard 
with  their  knives  ;  but  he  had  never  paid  at¬ 
tention 


* 
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tention  enough  to  their  language  to  converfe 
in  it.  His  amufements  for  the  time,  had 
^een  gathering  fruit,  planting  corn  and  leek- 
ing  fhclj  ffh  iii  the  river, -—with  which,  and 
the  Me  ding  of  God,  he  was  content,  not 
coveting  the  palaces  and  tables  of  monarchs, 
for  prayer  and  folitude  he  preferred  before  the 
buttle,  vice  and  luxury  of  the  world.”  When 
I  afked  him  the  caafe  of  his  retirement,  he 
hung  his  head  and  wept — then  continued  I 
A  paity  quarrel  happened  amongfl  the 
p.  ietts  of  Martinique^  in  which  he  was  a  chief} 
---but  tne  fuperior  difputants  dreading  the 
confequences  of  lome  particular  tenets  he  ad¬ 
vanced,- — had  him  feized  one  night  and  land¬ 
ed  on  this  ifland I  offered  to  take  him  to 
Europe, - which  he  politely  refufed,— -de¬ 

claring,  ic  He  would  rather  live  in  that  foli¬ 
tude  than  with  the  Grand  Monarch  /—-here 
(fays  he)  I  offend  no  man,  and  no  man  of- 
fendeth  me,— and  when  I  die,— I  trutt,  thefe 
mountain  lavages  will  have  charity  enough  to 
bury  me.  ’  I  hus  difeourfing,  we  return¬ 
ed  down  the  river,  and  at  our  tents  we  gave 
him  tools,  cloaths,  food  &c.  with  which  he 
happily  retired. — I  hope  the  Indians  will  have 
patience  to  wait  his  death,  for  they  mutt:  be 
heirs  to  his  dog,  his  cat  his  tools,  and  ma" 
ple-difh  but  things  of  this  kind  will  {Emu¬ 
late 
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late  a  favage  to  perpetrate  a  murder  as  foon 
as  gold  will  us -but,  Heaven  protect  this 
poor  hermit  ! 

O  Curiosity  !  you  led  me  firll 
To  the  poor  Hermit’s  little  peaceful  hut. 
Where  favage  feet  had  only  trod  before. 

Steep  was  the  pathlefs  bank,  and  by  it  roll’d 
A  fleepy  ftream  to  wed  the  briny  flood. 

Four  polls  bore  up  th’  inwoven’d  hurdle  roof* 
And  porous  canes  received  his  unclad  limbs 
In  fleep  ;  and  when  he  dream’d,  the  filent 
woods 

Heard  all  his  dreams  but  Heaven  all  his 
pray’rs. 

A  faithful  dog  watched  faithful  by  his  fide. 

And  Ihow’d  more  love  more  gratitude  to 
him, 

Than  he  as  man,  had  ever  known  from  man. 
O  blufh  !  and  learn  fidelity  from  brutes  ; 

Dogs  have  been  true,  to  men  who  have  been 
brutes  ! 

One  knew  Ulysses  +,  when  unknown  at 
home, 

And  leaping  up  for  joy  with  joy  expir’d. 
Around  the  hut  the  painted  chanticleer 

Sounded 

t  Argus,  a  faithful  dog,  who  was  the  only 
fervant  that  knew  his  mailer,  after  his  longabfence 
at  the  fiege  of  Troy . 
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Sounded  his  wings,  and  crow’d  his  early 

Conor  : 

O 

TV  ungrateful  cat  here  pur’d  in  vain  for  mice. 
To  keep  in  exercife  her  lavage  claws 
For  all  was  iolitude  and  peace. - 

From  this  place  we  (hall  proceed  on  a 
cruife  off  Martiniquo ,  from  whence  I  hope  t@ 
fend  you  fome  account  of  our  good  fuccefs, 

I  am  he * 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 


To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 


St.  Kits,  June  13,  1757. 


ALTHO’  we  fail  this  day  with  170 
Tail  of  (hips  for  England ,  yet  I  nevcr- 
thelels  write  to  you,  imagining  they  may  de¬ 
lay  our  paffage.  In  nine  months  cruizing,  our 
fuccefs  has  only  been  three  prizes,  for  which 
I  ve  received  about  three  pounds  thus  en¬ 
riched  and  honoured,  we  leave  thefe  iflands, 
and  yet  before  we  abfolutely  depart,  I  muff 
give  }ou  a  general  character  of  thefe  people. 
1  he  Creoles  are  a  volatile,  haughty,  ignorant 
people  ;  fond  of  drefs,  pomp  and  pageantry, 
and  flaves  to  all  the  Cardinal  Vices :  we,  who 


defend  them  from  the  infults  of  the  enemy, 
are  deemed  foreigners,  and  all  the  refpcdl  they 
pay  to  the  Mother  Country ,  they  call  coming 
to  England  coming  heme.  In  Antigua  and 
Barhadocs ,  an  officer  feldom  efcapes  publick 
affronts,  which  if  he  refents  they  are  ready 
to  accept  the  challenge,  yet  prudent  in  never 
keeping  the  appointment  :  but,  I  believe, 
thefe  feuds  have  been  heightened  by  the  con¬ 
troverts  which  have  fubfifted  between  them 
and  Mr.  Frankland.— -The  women,  in  ge- 

M  neral 
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neral  unhappily  cherifh  a  low  pride ;  few 
are  acquainted  with  good  breeding,— -and 
more  unacquainted  with  modefty. - Swear¬ 

ing  in  a  vulgar  corrupted  dialed  at  their  Haves 
is  general  ;  never  unmafking  in  the  {beets  to 
a  foreigner  general,  and  ogling  and  intriguing 
no  where  more  common  :  which  in  a  great 
meafure  may  be  attributed  to  the  men,  who 
carry  on  amours  with  their  ladies  Haves,  and  the 
Jefs  private,  the  more  degage  and  genteel.  1 
cannot  forbear  fending  you  a  few  lines  written 
here,  in  anfvver  to  Mr.  Ulton’s  verfes  in 
praife  of  thefe  people. 

THE  CREOLE. 

To  fee  a  tyrant  in  an  abjed  {fate, 

Too  mean  to  live,  afpiring  to  be  great 
Does  it  not  (hock  the  truly  nobler  mind, 

To  fee  fuch  monflers  mingl’d  with  mankind  ! 
Thus  have  I  feen  a  wood  of  fpreading  trees, 
StripM  of  their  foliage  by  the  autumnal  breeze, 
Their  leaves  by  various  winds  puff’d  every 
way,  •  > 

And  mixt  promifeuous,  wither  and  decay. 

There  turn,  my  Muse,  and  view  that 
funny  hill, 

Where  whifpering  zephyrs  turn  a  little  mill  1 

There 
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There  view  the  Tons  of  Afric’s  golden  (hore, 
Drove  by  the  lafh,  and  working  in  their  gore  '• 
There  view  the  Creek  ruling  with  a  nod. 

The  man  forgetting,  ffruts  a  Demi-god  ! 

Forbear  ye  weftern  fons,  nor  thus  deipife 
The  Have  you  make,  whom  Heaven  made  as 
wife  ! 

“  God  with  an  equal  eye  beholds  us  all, 
u  The  planter  perifh,  oi  the  negro  fall  i” 

Had  Heaven  beftow’d  you  an  imperial  ray, 
Would  Heaven  have  hid  it  in  plebeian  clay  ? 

O  wretched  pride  !  fpun  thro  life’s  wretched 
fpan  ; 

Is  not  the  Have,  tho’  black,  a  Heaven  form’d 
man  ? 

Do  not  the  breezes,  which  refrefh  proud  you, 
Vifit  the  hut,  and  fan  the  negro  too  ? 

Does  nature,  Creole ,  own  thy  empty  fway, 

Will  not  an  afs  before  a  CiESAR  bray  ? 

O  ceafe,  vain  reptile,  give  the  b  lack  his  due, 
The  world  was  made  for  Scots  andNE-# 
groes  too  ! 

Are  they  not  forced  in  chains  from  Gambia's 
fhore 

By  you  to  tafte  of  Liberty  no  more  ? 

But  fhould  we  afk,  c  How  came  Mac  Duggle 
here  ? 

Mute  refts  the  tongue,  an  d  thunder-ftruck’s 
the  ear  : 

M  2 


Obnoxious 
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Obnoxious  to  the  law  for  fome  damn’d  crime. 
He  flies  from  England  to  fome  favage  clime. 
With  an  impartial  eye  furvey  the  two, 

I  he  captive  negro’s  juft — but  what  are  you  r 
Shame,  like  a  whirKvind,  fwallow  up  your 
pride, 

Or  Heaven,  from  belter  men,  your  clan  di¬ 
vide. 

But  how  could  Ulton  proftitute  his  mule. 
To  praife  an  ifle,  unworthy  his  abufe  ! 

To  praife  a  frothy,  wretched  race,  earth’s 
fcum, 

And  feat  an  Angel  with  an  Abfalom  ! 

I  love  the  poet,  but  the  theme  in  rhime. 

Is  much  beneath  the  Prior  of  the  time. 

We  are  happily  fetting  fail  from  this  land, 
—to  one  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 


f  am, 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

To  H.  M.  Efq. 

Embden,  December  24,  175 7. 

ID  O  N’T  know  any  fituation  in  life, 
where  the  charadfer,  fortune  and  repu¬ 
tation  of  youth,  are  fo  deeply  and  unfairly 
ftaked,  as  at  a  publick  examination.  It  can¬ 
not  be  called  a  true  and  juft  trial  of  genius 
and  ability, — when  impudence  and  ignorance 
fucceed,  where  modefty  and  capacity  fail. 
Thefe  truths  are  but  too  obvious  in  all  places 
of  publick  examination,  particularly  in  our 
Colleges:  or  dulnefs  and  licentioufnefs  could 
never  crawl  withfuch  rapid  fuccefsto  our  pul¬ 
pits.  A  formal  pedantic  examination,  as 
eftablifhed  for  many  years,  is  often  neglecfted 
and  defpifed  by  fome  peculiar  ftudents  :  Sir 
Jfaac  Newton  was  a  very  particular  inftance, 
and  was  near  being  expelled  for  his  want  of 
knowledge  in  the  clajjicks ,  tho’  that  happy 
ignorance  raifed  him  above  all  the  aftronomi- 
cal  wits  in  the  world.  I  knew  one  of  the  fir  ft 
rate  geniufes  of  the  prefent  age,  one  of  the 
greateft  ornaments  to  literature,  baffled  by  the 
fudden  command,  cc  Tranflate  into  Latin 
one  of  your  own  periodical  papers  !”— tho’ 

at  the  fame  time  his  abilities  were  as  tranfeen- 
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dntiy  (uperior  to  his  examiners  as  Shake¬ 
speare  to  Stephen  Duck .  Publick  examina¬ 
tions  of  all  kinds  are  venal  and  abufed  ;  igno¬ 
rance  and  interefl  will  go  before  fenfe  and  me¬ 
rit,  and  impudence  before  both.  The  firft 
jnftitution  of  publick  examinations  were  in¬ 
tended  for  a  publick  good,  to  prevent  dullnefs 
and  ignorance  occupying  thefe  particular  de¬ 
partments,  eftabl ifhed  and  defigned  for  men  of 
fenfe  and  erudition  :  but  we  now  find,  in 

ipite  of  fuch  methods - that  dunces  may 

obtain  a  mitre,  and  Lubbers *,  maritime  com- 
miffions.— It  is  true  that  I  have  obtained  my 
diploma  from  the  court  of  Neptune,— but  I 
hope  not  like  thofe  given  in  Scotland  where 
you  purchafe  A.  M.  without  the  gift  of  either 
reading  or  wjiting  :  I  cannot  boaft  of  abilities, 
but  I  can  repeat  with  gratitude  my  thanks  for 
the  lieutenancy  you  have  obtained  me.  We 
arrived  here  in  the  Jafon  on  the  19th.  inftant, 
with  Brudenell’s  regiment,  to  reinforce  this 
garrifon,  which  was  abandoned  by  10,000 
French  the  day  before,  abfolutely  intimi¬ 
dated  with  the  thoughts  of  Englifh  forces, 
Embden  is  the  capital  of  Emdelant ,  of  Eafl: 
Friezeland ,  in  the  circle  ot  Wejlphalia ,  fub- 
je£t  to  the  king  of  PruJJia ,  and  taken  from 
the  Dutch.  The  town  is  fituated  up  a 
fmall  river  which  falls  into  the  river  Ems  > 
behind  it  is  a  large  bafon  for  flipping, 

where 
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where  they  are  laid  up  in  the  winter  and  re¬ 
paired.  It  is  an  extenfive  city,  and  well  for¬ 
tified  ;  the  houfes  lofty,  and  built  in  the  go¬ 
thic  tafte  ;  the  ftreets  are  narrow,  and  irre¬ 
gularly  paved,  and  through  the  center  of  them 
runs  a  fine  canal,  embellifhed  with  a  number 
of  airy  light  bridges.  It  is  furprifing  to  me, 
how  this  country  has  been  folong  fecured  from 
a  total  inundation  :  what  aftonifhment  muft 
poflefs  the  mountaineer,  when  he  fees  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water  many  feet  higher  than  the 
land  ?  and  here  the  breaking  down  of  a  bank 
occafions  as  great  a  confirmation,  as  a  mad 
bull  breaking  in  among  the  London  citizens 

at  high  ’change  time.  The  Friezelanders 
(who  call  themfelves  Pruflians,  as  being  the 
fubjedts  of  the  Pruflian  monarch)  are  a  flout 
robuft  hearty  people  ;  welt  made  and  hand- 
fome.  The  women  are,  in  general  little, 
round  fhouldered  and  very  plain  ;  and  altho’ 
they  are  fair  and  frefh  coloured,  yet  it  is  a 
fairnefs  that  falls  greatly  fhort  of  the  Englifh. 

The  drefs  of  the  ladies  is  neat  and  much 
like  the  other  provinces  of  Holland .  They 
wear  flat  caps,  and  forehead  cloths,  which 
hide  that  little  beauty  they  are  blefi:  with,  and 
inftead  of  high  heeled  flioes,  they  wear  noify 
rattling  flippers.  The  only  pleafing  fituation 
I  have  feen  them  in,  is  coming  to  market  on 

the, 
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the  ice,  where  men  and  maids  promifcuoufly 
follow  with  great  fteadinefs  and  fwiftnefs,  to 
difpofe  of  the  produce  of  their  farms.  The 
French  have  committed  great  ravages  about 
this  place,  and  have  exacted  large  fums  of 
money  from  the  inhabitants ;  in  fome  places, 
even  wantonly  and  mod  inhumanly  murder¬ 
ing  men  women  and  children. 


LETTER  XXX. 


To  H.  M.  Efq. 

Lifbon,  December  14,  1758. 

IH  A  V  E  now  made  a  moft  agreeable 
change  from  a  pafTage  veflfel  to  a  real  man 
of  war.  In  fhort,  Sir,  I  have  quitted  the 
Jafon ,  where  we  had  not  one  hope  of  the  gol¬ 
den  fleece  for  the  Dorfetjhire ,  where  we 
have  every  expectation,  and  are  bound  on  a 

fecond  expedition  to  Colchis ,  without  any  dan¬ 
ger  from  Medea's  charms.  I  need  not  tell 
you  this  fhip  took  the  Raifonable ,  command¬ 
ed  by  the  prince  De  Maubafan  ;  an  action, 
that  has  been  related  in  every  village  with  glo¬ 
ry  to  the  victors,  and  with  fo  much  honour  to 
Mr,  Denis  and  his  ofHcers,  that  a  repetition 
from  me  may  v/ear  the  air  of  adulation,  tho* 
every  encomium  would  fall  infinitely  fhort  of 
that  praife  due  to  them.  Our  cruifes  againfl 
the  Brejl  fleet  have  hitherto  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  our  difappointments  encreafed  by  the 
narrow  efcape  of  a  flout  fquadron  from  Q ue - 
bee.) — and  yet  we  have  retaken  the  IVinchelfca , 
which  feperated  from  them  about  50  leagues 
to  the  weflward  o'iUjhant ,  taken  by  eight  fail 
of  the  line  in  her  pafTage  from  Carolina .  The 
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making  reprifals  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
has  made  prizes  fo  very  fcarce  in  thefe  feas, 
that  notwithstanding  we  have  eroded  the  bay 
of  Bifcay  feven  times,  we  have  not  intercepted 
one  French  Ship  ;  in  which  cruifes  our  pro¬ 
visions  being  expended,  we  came  into  the  ri¬ 
ver  "Tagus  to  refit  and  victual.  Lisbon*, 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal ,  is 
Situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tagus ,  about 
tweive  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  river: 
but  alas  !  how  is  it  fallen  from  that  elegance, 
and  magnificence  it  boafted  before  the  earth¬ 
quake  :  ere  that  melancholy  ruin  and  catas¬ 
trophe,  it  might  vie  with  the  faired:  cities  in 
Europe  ;  and  by  the  appearance  it  now  makes 
in  ruins  from  the  oppofite  Shore,  it  is  eafy  to 
imagine  how  fuperb  it  muft  have  been  when 
erected  and  in  order*  The  greateft  curiofi* 
ties  were  confined  to  the  churches,  convents, 
and  nunneries,  of  which  there,were  forty-five 
parifb  churches,  twenty-two  convents  of 
monks,  friars,  and  Jefuits,  with  their  church¬ 
es,  and  twenty  nunneries  with  their  peculiar 
churches,  befides  the  college  of  St.  Antaon , 
and  the  English  and  IriSh  colleges.  Thefe 
churches,  in  general,  were  elegant  and  richly 
adorned  with  curious  valuable  paintings,  la¬ 
ced 


*  In  the  latitude  of  38°  4.21  North,  and  long!* 
tude  8°  53/Eaft  of  London. 
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laced  furniture,  lamps,  candledicks,  images, 
crucifixes,  and  many  of  the  altars  were  por¬ 
phyry,  mafiy  gold  ,  or  filver  ;  but  of  thefe  fur- 
prifing  edifices,  with  all  their  wealth  there  is 
now  but  St.  Rocque's  and  the  King's  Cha¬ 
pel  (landing.  The  child  ren  of  Ignatius  of 
Loyola  have  the  convent  and  church  of  Saint 
Rocque s,  which  church  is  accounted  the  mod 
fpacious,  elegant  and  rich  in  the  kingdom* 
The  altar  in  this  edifice  is  of  mafiy  gold  ; 
the  flops  and  pavement  of  the  finefl  porphyry  : 
— over  the  former — is  Saint  John  baptizing 
Jefus  Chri/l  in  the  river  of  Jordan, — which  is 
exprefied  in  marble,  mod  curioufiy  inlaid  : 
— the  face,  the  drapery.  See.  exceed  the  mod 
maflerly  finifhed  paintings  I  ever  faw. — The 
King's  chapel,  is  near  the  palace,  and  is  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Patriarchate  of  Wed  Lijhoti ; 
it  has  peculiar  privileges  and  folcmnities, 
which  are  performed  by  a  patriarch,  who  of¬ 
ficiates  like  a  Pope ,  attended  by  four  and 
twenty  cardinals  robed  :  nothing  can  furpafs 
the  harmony  of  this  church,  for  the  bed  mu- 
ficians  are  feledled  from  amongd  the  natives, 
nor  is  any  price  (pared  to  invite  them  from 
Italy.  This  beautiful  city  was  originally  for¬ 
tified  by  a  Moorijh  wall,  flanked  by  feventy- 
feven  towers,  fome  of  which  are  now  dand- 
ing.  Lifbon  now  meafures,  in  its  ruins  a- 
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long  the  river  fide  from  the  gate  of  Alcantara  to 
Xebregas ,  fix  miles,  and  14  in  circumference  ; 
— but  as  the  prefent  king  does  not  intend  to 
rebuild  it,  but  to  ere&  a  new  city  at  Belemy 
it  will  be,  in  a  fhort  time,  as  much  in  length 
as  circumference.  Nothing  can  equal  the 
melancholy  of  this  dreary  place, — nor  can 
any  oneperfon  defcribe  or  relate  to  you  half  its 
miferies  and  misfortunes. 


I  am,  &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XXXI. 


To  L.  L.  Efq. 


Lifbon,  December  15,  1^58. 

MY  dear  friend,  the  pen  of  immortal 
Drydeji  could  no:  convey  thofe  terri¬ 
ble  Icenes  we  are  prei'ented  with  here  :  fuch 
havock,  fuch  devaltation  and  ruin,  the  eye 
never  beheld  ;  and  yet  from  its  elevated  fitu- 
ation,  it  may  with  propriety  be  called  even 
lovely  in  death.  The  town  and  ruins  (land 
cn  feven  didinct  hills  : — the  dreets  are  nar¬ 
row  and  very  deep,— -which  makes  it  very  in¬ 
convenient  for  the  paffage  of  carriages  ; - 

therefore  all  kinds  of  heavy  laborious  work  is 
done  with  panniers,  borne  by  mules  and 

afles  : - the  ladies  pay  their  vifits  in  chaife?, 

or  rather  litteis,  and  the  gentlemen  in  the 
mod  pompous  manage  manner,  ride  on  horfe. 
back  from  houfe  to  houfe  (and  to  do  them 
judice,  with  eafe  and  elegance.  The  houfes 
of  the  citizens  are  very  mean,  with  lattice 
windows;  they  are  built  prodigious  high, 
and  contain  a  number  of  families,  for  the 
Portugueze  feldom  occupy  more  than  one 
room  ;  and  notwithdanding  this  earth  quake 
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has  involved  them  in  fuch  ruin,  yet  Hill  fuch 
pride,  fiuth  and  ignorance  poflefs  them,  that 
if  they  proceed  no  fader  in  proportion  than 
they  have  already  done,  it  will  be  two  cen¬ 
turies  before  they  clear  away  the  rubbith,  and 
redore  Lifbon  to  its  ancient  glory.  The  ruins 
are  fo  u  conceivable,  that  I  don’t  think  it  pof- 
hble  to  convey  to  you  any  idea  of  their  horror. 
The  old  city  is  entirely  demolifhed,  where 
you  may  walk  for  miles  together  without  fee¬ 
ing  one  compleat  houfe  :  fometimes  you  are 
prefented  with  the  fhell  of  a  mod  noble  edifice, 
with  the  roof  fallen  in  and  the  doors  broke 
through,  with  fome  appearance  of  the  mod 
cod  1  y  furniture  and  paintings.  It  is  impofii- 
ble  there  can  be  a  more  melancholy  walk, 
than  through  thefe  dreary  dreets  (for  they  are 
cleared  for  the  paffiige  of  people  as  before.) 
It  appears  on  each  file  like  a  ruinous  churc- 
yard  drewed  with  fkulls  and  bones.  But 
the  prefent  horrors  are  trivia],  if  we  recoiled 
thole  at  the  unhappy  time,  when  fire  raged  in 
general  through  the  town, — when  the  earth 
dwelled  and  rolled  like  a  confufed  irritated  fea, 
— and  the  people  reeled  about  like  drunken 
men,  urable  to  fupport  themfelves  on  their 
legs.  In  this  miferahle  time,  the  poor 
wretches  fled  different  ways  for  fafety,  fome 
to  their  churches  to  implore  protection  of  their 
faints,  where  thoufands,  of  the  fame  faith, 
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fhared  the  fame  fate.  At  this  time  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  quay  was  the  ftrongeft  building 
in  the  city,  where  upwards  of  2,oco  people 
aflenbled  for  fecurity, — or  hoping  to  reach 
the  (hipping  bur,  alas,  how  foon  were  all 
their  hopes  aboliihed  ! — tor  the  place  on  which 
they  flood  funk  down,-— and  was  immediately 
covered  over  with  water, — there  being  now 
upon  that  fpot  50  feet — It  is  furprizing  what 
indolence  deeps  in  the  veins  oi  the  Por~ 
tugueze :  upon  fach  an  alarming  oc canon) 
when  life  was  lo  immediately  in  danger,  — 
one  would  imagine  men  would  be  uncom. 

w  V 

monly  a£live  to  lave  themfelves  ;  —  but  upon 
this  quay  every  man  funk  with  his  cloak  about 
him, — nor  was  there  a  hat  or  any  one  trifling 
thing  ever  feen  on  the  furface  of  the  water.-  — 
The  chalm  was  perhaps  fome  hundreds  ol 
fathoms  deep,  but  the  earth  clofing  fuddcnlv 
upon  them,  might  prevent  even  the  rifing  of 
any  light  body  with  the  water.  Such  fcenes 
of  poverty  and  horror  no  place  ever  produced  ; 
— families  who  the  other  day  lived  in  wealth 
and  luxury  beg  about  the  ftreets---I  have 
been  accofted  by  a  lady  for  my  charity,  with 
four  black  (laves  following  her,  in  the  mod 
polite  manner,  at  the  fame  time  (he  pleaded 
with  dignity,  that  the  misfortunes  of  her  fa¬ 
mily  arofe  from  the  earthquake. 


I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER  XXXI  I. 

To  G.  T.  Efq. 

Lifbon,  December  20,  1758. 

ALTHOUGH  the  earthquake  has  gc-* 
cafioneb  fuch  ruin  and  devaluation,  yet  it 
has  given  liberty  to  many  who  otherwife  would 
never  have  never  enjoyed  that  happy  bleffmg- 
Upon  the  bill  alarm  the  doors  of  different 
nunneries  were  thrown  open  and  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  fair  young  nuns  have  entirely  made 
their  efcapes  to  other  countries.  Many  of 
them  are  the  daughters  of  the  nobleft  fami¬ 
lies,  and  for  their  dete&ion  great  premiums 
are  publickly  offered.  Some  parts  of  the  in- 
quifition  are  deftroyed,  but  I  fear  their  charity 
never  extended  to  relieve  thofe  confined 
there.  The  numbers  killed  by  the  regifters 
of  the  different  churches,  are  80,000,  by 
computation  150,000. 

But  of  all  the  moving  melancholy  tales  re¬ 
lated  of  this  earthquake,  nothing  can  equal 
the  fituation  of  the  French  ambaffador’s 
daughter  :  fhe  was  found  in  the  ruins  of  her 
father’s  houfe  almolf  expiring,  and  fo  fituated, 
that  they  could  no  ways  difengage  her  from 
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the  place  {he  was  fixed  in,  but  by  making  an 
amputation  above  each  knee  ;  flic  is  no.v 
living  and  beautiful  in  misfortune. 

The  edifices  of  the  Dutch  and  Englijh 
have  received  the  leafi  damages,  but  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  priefts  were  very  afiiduous  to  defiroy 
them, ---by  declaring  to  the  king  o ^  Portugal^ 

- That  the  God  of  Heaven  had  afflicted  his 

people  with  this  calamity,— for  the  fins  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  hereticks  he  admitted  to  refide 
in  this  city.  His  majefty  who  is  neither  di¬ 
vine,  philofopher,  or  politician,  mod  wifely  re¬ 
plied,—  “  It  is  plain  the  judgement’s  upon 
<c  them, — when  their  flrudtures  and  poflef- 
cc  fions  are  entire — and  yours  level  with 
u  the  ground.” 

Ever  fince  this  melancholy  affair, - the 

prieffs  have  been  aiming  at  the  deflrudlion  of 
the  Englifh  merchants,  and  will  in  time  ac- 
complifh  it,  it  the  court  of  London  does  not 
exert  itfelf  in  their  favour. 

Here  is  a  nunnery  fiill  entire,  belonging  to 
the  EnglifJ)  Roman-catholicks  of  the  order  of 

Saint  Bridget , - originally  fettled  at  Sirn 

houfe  near  Brentford ,  of  which  they  boafi  : 
but  at  the  extirpation  of  them,  they  tranfini- 
grated  and  fettled  in  Portugal ,  an  i  if  times 
fliould  ever  change  in  their  favour,  this  (they 
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think)  will  prove  the  juftnefs  of  their  right  to 
the  feat  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land, 

They  fhew  you  an  image  of  the  blefied 
virgin,  which  (they  fay)  fome  divine  mefien- 
ger  one  night  tranfported  from  Sion  to  Lijbon. 
at  the  pure  and  pious  ejaculation  of  the  lady 
abbefs. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  Sion  has  been 
originally  a  nunnery,  and  that  a  monaftry  of 
friars  was  founded  at  IVejl  Shene ,  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river  Thames  :  for  it  is 
evident  thefe  bodies  had,  and  will  ever  have  a 
religious  communication  :  a  demonftration  of 
which  may  be  every  day  fee n  by  vifiting  Sion 
houfe,  where  you  will  find  a  fubterraneous 
pafiage  under  the  river  Thames ,  upwards  of 
a  mile  in  length, --extending  from  the  original 
nunnery  to  a  friary.  I  am  told  the  damps 
are  now  fo  great,  by  neglecting  to  keep  the 
pafiage  open,  that  it  is  difficult  to  preferve 
lights  to  go  through. — You  fee 

Priefts,  like  Alpheus ,  by  fome  fecret  fiuicea 

Will  fieal  fub  terra  to  their  Arethuse. 

Farewell. 


LET- 


LETTER  XXXIII. 


To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 


Lifbon,  December  22,  1758. 

There  is  no  country,  let  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  general  be  ever  fo  defpicable,--- 
but  fomething  may  be  learnt  from  them, — 
and  if  one  people  are  more  ignoble  than  ano¬ 
ther, — -furely  the  Portugueze  are  the  moff  fo. 
But  what  I  want  to  obferve  to  you  is  the  or¬ 
der  of  their  markets, i— which  if  we  imitate, 
muff  prove  a  general  good  to  the  common¬ 
wealth.  The  Reibcra ,  or  fifh  market,  is  be¬ 
yond  any  other  I  have  feen  in  the  world, - 

for  variety,  cheapnefs,  and  goodnefs.  Ad¬ 
joining  to  it  on  the  eaff  fide  of  the  fquare 
Terriero  de  Paco ,  i.  e.  the  palace  fquare,  is  a 
corn  market  divided  into  different  (hops,— 
where  the  fadiors  expofe  their  grain  in  bins, 
nor  are  they  allowed  to  difpofe  of  any  out  of 
this  place.  The  fame  rule  is  obferved  with 
the  flefb, — which  the  butchers  are  not  fuffer- 
ed  to  daughter  in  the  city,  but  in  the  fields, 
or  at  the  very  extent  of  the  fuburbs  :  the 
fhambles  are  built  fmall  and  regular,  and 
lined  with  clean  Dutch  tiles  ;  and  thefe  mar¬ 
kets 
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ket5,  as  well  as  thefe  for  poultry,  garden* 
fluff,  fruit  and  other  eatables,  are  all  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  City  Council ,  and  the  Office  g[ 
Health ,  who  have  a  power  to  deflrov  what¬ 
ever  is  not  good,  and  fix  daily  the  price  of 
every  thing,— -which  is  marked  over  all  the 
flails  ;  fo  the  perfon  who  goes  to  market, 
pays  the  fettled  price,  without  altercation  or 
trouble,  and  takes  his  meat.  Was  this  happy 
cuflom  generally  elkblifhed  in  the  city  of 
London,  the  poor  might  live^  and  the  rich 
enjoy  delicacies  without  fraud  or  impofition. 

I  have  found  no  other  manners  or  cufloms 
among  the  P ortu^ueze ,  worthy  imitation ;  a 
general  anolition  of  tafle  and  literature  reign 
thro’  the  kingdo  n,  which  makes  it  the  more 


furprifing  when  we  confider  the  many  femi- 
naries  which  are  founded  for  fludious  appli¬ 
cation  and  folitude.  Philofophy  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  frudy  purfued  in  their  monaflries  ; 
from  whence  one  would  imagine,  Portugal 
would  produce  the  greatefl  philofophers  in  the 
world  ; —  if  man  poifeiles  genius,  nothing  can 
help  it  fo  much  as  regularity  and  fobriety ; 
and  to  appearances  nothing  can  exceed  the 
fimplicity  of  their  diet.  But  alas  !  there  is 
very  little  religion,  fenfe,  or  virtue  amongfl 
them  the  prieflhood  are  the  mofl  flagitious 
and  abandoned  of  mankind  j — for  all  their 

fandlity 
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fan&ity  confifts  in  fhaved  heads,  bare  feet  and 

woollen  garments,  and  fuch  it  muft  ever  be, 
while  Portugal  adopts  the  f.b  equent  maxim  : 
Fear  the  man  that  thinks ,  the  man  that  reach 

and  the  man  that  writes , - The  following 

laconick  character  of  thefe  people,  was  (with 
juftnefs)  given  me  by  an  Englifh  lady  who 
refides  here.  “  The  Portuguese,  faid  fhe* 
“  are  peacocks  in  the  flreets,  flovens  in  their 
Cc  own  houfes,  gluttons  at  other  men’s  tables, 

and  thieves  and  dunces  from  tne  cradle  to 
cc  the  grave.”  The  ignorance  of  the  people, 
in  general,  is  greatly  owing  to  the  v  ill  any  of 
the  clergy,  who  fill  them  with  fuperftition  to 
keep  them  in  awe,  and  deprive  them  of  all  the 
advantages  of  education.  You  never  meet  in 
any  ftate,  potentate,  or  republick  a  Portu¬ 
guese  of  any  exalted  abilities  : — they  feem  and 
are  an  outcaft  of  the  world, — and  if  ever  they 

poflefs  the  fmalleft  talents,  they  are  devoted 
and  exercifed  in  murder,  thefts  and  luff. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal  is  moft  undoubt¬ 
edly  governed  by  the  clergy  ;  they  pofTefs 
and  enjoy  every  thing,  and  are  certainly  the 
only  clafs  who  with  truth  can  be  faid  to  live  : 
they  lead  the  whole  nation  through  fuch  fu- 
perftitious  paths,  that  the  rich  cannot  retain 
their  wealth,  when  the  church  ftandsvin  need 

of 
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of  it.  Indeed  their  appearance  does  credit  to 
the  public  who  maintains  them,  for  no  Ro¬ 
man  Catholicks  can  excel  their  ecclefiaftic  fat 
and  jollify;  nor  hath  Venus  and  Ba.chus  truer 
or  hrider  votaries,  for  the  nun  and  the 
bottle  are  their  foie  obje&s  of  real  adoration. 

I  am,  &c. 


i 


LET- 


I 

i 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

To  L.  L.  Efq. 

Lifbon,  December  24,  1758. 

IT  grieves  me  to  be  continually  writing, 
without  having  it  in  my  power  to  fay  any 
thing  in  praife  of  thefe  people  they  are 
Haves  from  the  nature  of  their  government, 
and  the  tyranny  of  the  clergy  renders  them  at 
once  the  moll  abjedf  wretches  in  the  world. 
The  are  proud  amidd  poverty,  and  indolent, 
though  idarving  in  a  country  which  will  almod 
cultivate  itlelf.  Nothing  can  equal  the  fere- 
nity  of  this  climate,  and  the  purity  of  the  air  ; 
it  is  certainly  the  fofted  and  milded  in  the 
univerfe;  and  tho’  it  infpires  the  weak  and 
Hckly  of  other  nations  with  new  life  and  fpi- 
rits,  it  makes  none  of  thefe  happy  impreflions 
on  the  Portuguese.  The  men  are  of  a  morofe, 
gloomy  difpoiition,  much  given  to  jealouly 
and  envy  ;  extremely  flothful,  and  naturally 
cowards  : — the  only  polite  qualification  they 
can  boad,  is  dancing  a  minuet  well.  Sum¬ 
mer  or  winter  they  wear  the  fame  cloak  ;  in 
the  cold  weather  to  keep  them  warm,  and 

when 
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when  hot  to  keep  the  heat  out.  Swords  and 
embroidery  fome  years  ago  were  univerfally 
wore,  till  an  edidt  palled  to  fupprefs  them  ;  at 
the  fame  time  confining  the  men  to  the  wear 
of  black  cloaths.  This  hath  proved  a  mofl 
prudent  prohibition,  for  the  men  fpent  all 
their  foitunes  in  foppery,  while  their  families 
were  feeding  on  oil  and  Sardinias *  at  home. 
Bag-wigs  are  even  more  ufed  here  than  in 
France  \ —  I’ve  feen  a  black fmith  fhoe  a  mule 
in  one.  The  men  are  very  vain  of  their  mi¬ 
litary  abilities,  without  that  cardinal  qualifi- 
cation,  prowefs  ;  and,  altho’  without  cou¬ 
rage,  will  prefumptively  aflert,  that  their 
army  and  the  maritime  power  of  England 
would  conquer  the  world,  Alas  !  they  do 
not  merit  the  very  name  of  foldiers, — and  to 
make  them  worfe,  they  feldom  or  ever  receive 
any  pay, — which  makes  them  beg  under  arms. 
I  have  feen  a  captain  of  horfe  go  moft  fump- 
tuoufly  drefled  to  market,  there  buy  a  pound 
of  beef,  fold  it  up  in  his  handkerchief,  put 
it  in  his  hat,  and  then  ftrut  away  with  it  under 
his  arm,  with  all  the  pomp  and  impudence  of 
a  Portuguese.  It  don’t  appear  to  me  that,  that 
there  are  any  people  hit  to  bear  arms,  but  the 
clergy  ;  efpecially  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the 

flze 
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fize  or  appearance  or  foldicrs,  or  even  if  arms 
require  flrength  to  weild  them.  Bur  what  a 
figure  muft  they  cut  before  an  enemy,  if  in- 
ffead  of  arms  they  have  only  recourfe  to  re- 
liques  and  images,— for  they  wo  a*-:  march  a 
flep  unlefs  fome  flock  of  a  Saint  is  bore  in  the 
van  to  head  their  caufe.  A  few  days  ago,  a 
terrible  fire  broke  out,  and  the  only  method 
rhey  took  to  extinguifh  it,  was  by  throwing 
ln  their  reliques  and  faints  by  way  of  holy  fu¬ 
el  fome  Englifh  feamen  palling  by,  at¬ 
tempted  to  put  it  out,  which  they  refented, 
and  pelted  them  away  for  thfir  heretical  pre- 
fumption  ;  fo  the  fire  continued  raping  i  i 
f pi te  of  prayer  and  promifes  of  penance  and 
would  have  deftroyed  an  hundred  houfes,  had 
not  fome  Englijh  merchants  felieited  a  body  of 
feamen  to  extinguifh  it,— which  they  fiou 
performed  to  the  amazement  of  thefe  deluded 
fools.  I  often  divert  myfclf  at  the  window, 
with  a  pried  begging  of  che  country  people  as 
they  come  to  market,  for  departed  fouls  de¬ 
tained  in  purgatory  :  fome  bellow  an  orange, 
fome  an  onion,  feme  a  clove  of  garlick,  and 
fome  more  generoufly  a  turnip,-  -for  which 
he  gives  in  return  an  infallible  benediction, 
and  then  flaggers  to  his  monaflry  under  the 
load.  The  whore  ofBabylon  refufes  nothing 

O  —and 
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--and  of  all  concubines  in  the  univerfe,  {he  is 
the  word.  I  really  believe  I  {hall  leave  Por¬ 
tugal  with  a  woife  opinion  than  Lord  Tyrawley 
did  : — he  faid,  he  knew  but  two  gentlemen  in 
the  kingdom.-- -the  French  ambafiador,  and 
friar  Auftin  of  the  Englifh  nunnery ;  which 
are  certainly  two  more  than  I  have  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  acquainted  with. 


letter  XXXV. 


To  Mifs  E.  T. 


Lifbon,  December  27,  1758. 


Yesterday  i  was  dancing  at 

a  villa  in  the  country,  and  my  part¬ 
ner  was  a  young  lady  of  fifteen,  juft  come  out 
of  the  nunnery  : — it  would  have  given  you 
much  pleafure  to  have  feen  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  frze  and  confined  education  : — fhe 
did  not  appear  to  know  the  common  ob¬ 
jects  of  life,  the  ufe  of  words  or  feet : — fhe 
never  fpoke  •,  and  when  fine  danced,  ihe  walk¬ 
ed  in  in  a  mofl  folemn  manner,  with  her  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ceiling,— as  if  fhc  had  no  other 
idea  than  piayer  and  confellion  .but,  in¬ 
deed  ihe  was  beautiful  to  ad  mi  ndon,  which 
amply  compenfated  for  that  peculiar  awkward- 
nefs  attained  by  a  reclufe  life.  She  had  the 
whitenefs  of  the  lilly,  and  the  bluihes  of  the 
rofe  :  her  ftature  was  low,  and  her  hair,  \  r.ich 
was  jet  black,  was  braided  with  ribband'-, 
and  flowed  in  ringlets  to  the  ground.  With 
this  young  goddefs  I  paffed  the  happieft  file n t 
meeting  of  my  life,  but  had  it  been  improved 
by  converfation, — it  mull  have  been  enchant¬ 
ment  j  for  nothing  but  divine  rh:thoric  could 

O  2  have 
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have  flowed  from  the  mouth  of  fuch  a  Hebe. 
Upon  this  occafion  we  had  an  elegant  cold 
collation,  bat  being  a  religious  fait  with  the 
irieligious  Portugu,zc^  they  were  obliged  to  re_ 
gaie  them'  ;v  privately  in  the  pantry1*  while 
v^e  enjoyed  e lie  repad  in  publick  \  but  to  have 
immediate  abfolution  for  eating  o l forbidden- 
ft  mt,  they  took  care  to  have  a  friar  to  par¬ 
take  with  them  ; — who  enjoyed  the  luxury 
witn  the  calmed  confcience,  while  they  dufF- 
ed  and  trembled  for  fear  of  divine  vengeance^ 
—-This  beautiful  young  lady  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  nobleman,  and  is  fince  married. — 
I  lie  ladies^  are,  in  general,  extremely  hand- 
fome,  with  all  that  delicacy  peculiar  to  the 
lair  lex  ;  their  complexions  are  chiefly  brown* 
their  faces  round,  their  eyes  black  and  fpark- 
hng :  but  alas  !  all  thefe  beauties  are  foon 

dedroyed  by  that  abominable  cuftom  of  paint- 
ing,  which  is  pradlifed  here  to  excefs.  Their 
natural  temper  is  gay  and  chearful ;  but  yel¬ 
low  eyed  jealoufy,  which  is  fo  very  predomi¬ 
nant  in  the  men, — makes  them  appear  grave 
in  company,  though  their  inclinations  are  ever 
fo  contrary.  Their  chadity  in  general,  is 
gjeat, — but  they  never  receive  a  vifit  from  a 
Angle  gentleman  unlefs  their  intentions  are 
to  intrigue.  Their  drefs  is  a  mixture  of  the 
French,  Spanifh  and  Italian,— but  their  pe¬ 
culiar  pride  lies  in  the  ornament  of  their  hair, 

which 
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which  is  braided  and  adorned  with  a  number 
of  tortoife-fhell  comb?.  The  prefent  queen 
Teems  to  be  the  Amazon  of  the  World  :  her 
time  is  entirely  devoted  to  manly  diverfions, 
—as  fhooting,  hunting,  and  ffthing —  in  which 
exercifes  (he  is  fo  perfect  a  Diana,  that  few 
men  can  exceed  her.  I  heard  a  Yorkftnre 
gentleman  declare,  the  fevered  day’s  hunting 
he  ever  palled  was  with  her  (he  will  kill 
on  horfeback  of  Tingle  birds,  eighty  brace  of 
partridges  in  a  day, — and  in  fifhingfhe  is  equal¬ 
ly  expert. - But  notwithftanding  fylvan 

amufements  are  purfued  by  the  king  and 
queen  of  Portugal ,  they  do  not  extend  to  the 
reft  of  the  people.  In  fhort  fhe  is  fo  much 
the  bufkin’d  goddefs,  that  I  think  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  courage  and  equeftrian  exploits  of 
your  celebrated  Di  Draper ,  could  entitle  her 
to  no  other  place  of  honour,— than  an  attend¬ 
ant  nymph  to  this  royal  huntrefs. 

I  am,  &c. 


o 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 


To  L.  L.  Efq. 

Lifbon,  December  28,  1758* 

Tf  ^  H  ERE  are  no  dates  but  have  more  or 
•&-  lefs  fuftered  fiom  Favourites ,  and  here 
the  machinations  of  a  favourite  pimp, — had 
nearly  ruined  king  and  kingdom.  This  pan¬ 
der  was  employed  by  his  late  majefty,  and 
ceing  excellent  in  the  art  of  intrigue,  was  con¬ 
tinued  by  the  fon,  and  for  his  fervices  is  fince 
railed  to  places  of  the  mod  important  trufh 
1  his  active  Mercury,  being  ever  ftudious  to 
find  new  objects  of  gallantry  for  his  royal  maf- 
ter,  created  the  jealoufy  of  the  queen  who 
has  more  than  .once  attempted  to  aflaflinate 
him.  Every  body  appears  petrified  in  Lijbon > 
daring  at  one  another  with  the  ftrangefl  con- 
ffernation,  without  having  courage  to  fpeak 
their  fentiments  on  fo  dreadful  a  fubjedti 
even  Englifhmen,  who  have  the  freedom  of 
fpeech  every  where,  feem  tacit  on  this  theme. 
— The  troops  are  called  from  the  frontiers  to 
furround  the  city,  and  a  general  embargo  is 
jaid  upon  all  fhipping,  that  none  of  the  af- 
faflins  may  efcape.  An  attempt  to  make  a  re¬ 
volution  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal ,  does  not 
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in  the  lead  far  prize  me,  when  we  confider 
how  ill  the  date  has  been  managed,  and  what 
feuds  have  lately  fub hfted  :  his  majefty's  con¬ 
fidence  being  folely  placed  in  tee  bread  of  a 
man  who  was  his  father’s  porter  carrying 
on  new  amours  with  ladies  of  the  full  dignity  ; 
neglecting  the  bufmefs  of  the  common  w  al 
in  general,  and  retarding  the  pay  of  the  army 
eighteen  months;  thefe,  added  to  a  thoufand 
other  grievances,  have  been  the  caufe  of  this 
intended  affaiTination  and  revolution.  The 
time  fixed  for  the  perpetration  of  this  murder, 
was  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  when  the 
king  was  returning  incog  with  his  Pan- 
darus ,  from  fome  fweet  Crcjjida^—  (who 
is  certainly  a  very  near  relation  of  the  duke 
D’Aviero,)  His  chaife  was  dopped  by  three 
men  on  horleback,— when  the  podillion 
anfwered,  ‘  it  is  the  king  — to  which  they  re¬ 
plied — u  It  is  what  we  want  — and  imme¬ 
diately  difehareed  a  pidol,  which  paded 
through  the  chaife  without  doing  any  injury; 
—  the  fecond  wounded  the  favourite  in  the 

bread,  who  fell  to  the  bottom, - and  the 

king,  to  fave  himfelt  from  the  fire,  funk 
down  upon  him,  but  holding  dill  by  one  of 
the  tadels,  the  third  ball  went  through  his 
right  arm.  Having  onlv  three  fervants  with 
him,  one  of  them  had  dopped  to  water  his 
horfe,  but  hearing  the  reports  of  the  piftols, 

rode 


rode  brifkly  up,  and  purfuing  them,  came 
near  enough  to  diftin&ly  dilcern  one  of  the 
dukes  horfes.  The  fcheme  was  well  con¬ 
certed,  and  might  have  been  more  fatal  to 
the  king,  but  a  blunderbufs  miffed  fire  which 
was  carried  by  the  duke.  This  very  evening 
the  duke  D'Aveiro  gave  a  mofl  fplendid  ball 
to  the  nobility, — and  in  the  height  of  their 
mirth  and  gaiety,  left  the  room,  changed 

his  diefs  and  difappeared. - The  difeovery 

of  this  affair  is  very  angular: — acobler,  who 
had  long  courted  one  of  the  under  fervants, 
embraced  this  night  of  hurry,  as  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  time  to  fee  his  miftrefs  but  be- 
ing  in  one  of  the  rooms  through  which  the 
duke  nvi  oafs,  and  hearing  him  fuddenly 
advance,  and  not  having  time  to  efcape,  they 
fecreted  themfelves  under  a  large  table.  Up¬ 
on  the  duke’s  coming  in,  he  threw  down  the 
blundeibufs,  faying, — 16  Thou  haft  failed  me 
ct  in  the  moll  critical  moment  of  my  life,” 
To  which  his  confederates  replied,— Your 
<c  grace  need  not  be  uneafy,  we  certainly  dif- 
t  cc  patched  all  that  were  in  the  chaife.”  The 
duke  then  dreffed,  and  returned  with  the 
fame  appearance  of  gaiety  to  his  company,™ 
and  relieved  the  lovers  from  their  place  of 
confinement.  The  cobler  hearing  the  next 
day  of  the  affair,  and  recollecting  the  particu¬ 
lar  conduct  and  words  of  the  duke,  related  the 

circumftances 


ft 
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circumftances  to  a  father  confeffor,  upon 
which  the  cuke,  and  his  family,  and  many  of 
the  nobility  were  immediately  apprehended  and 

their  goods  confifcated  : - amongft  which 

were  a  itand  of  4000  aims.  "1  his  fcheme  of 
aflaflination  was  certainly  planned  by  the  Je- 
fuits,  and  the  duke  D' Aviero  was  to  have  been 
immediately  crowned,  for  the  troops  on  the 
kind’s  death  would  have  revolted  to  a  man  ; 
and  by  a  vefftl  juft  arrived  from  the  Brafusy 
we  learn  that  the  'Jefuits  are  lo  ceitain  of  the 
revolution,  that  they  have  even  declared  the 
duke  king  of  Portugal  tf?c.  This  intelli¬ 
gence  has  given  the  king  and  the  miniftry  fuch 
frefh  alarms,  that  they  feem  determined  to 
extirpate  the  whole  race.  When  halcyon 
days  will  return  among  thefe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple,  I  cannot  tell, — but  feas  of  blood  will  be 
fpilt,— and  many  bleed  though  innocent,  as 

Your,  &c. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 


To  H.  M.  Efq. 

Lifbon,  January  i,  1759* 

P  I  A  H  iL  13th.  of  February  is  fixed  for  the 
JL  melancholy  execution  of  the  unhappy 
family  of  the  duke  D' Aveiro^  with  many 
cthei  principal  nobles  of  Portugal ,  without 
rdped  to  age,  perfons,  or  fex.  A  fubter- 
raneous  inquifition  too,  is  juft  finished,  at 
which  no  perfon  has  been  fufFered  to  work, 
without  firft  taking  the  oaths  of  fecrecy,  where 
invention  has  been  wrecked  to  eftablifh  the  moft 
Ciuel  tortures, — wh'.ch  forne  hundred  of  thefe 
unhappy  people  will  privately  Puffer.  The 
place  of  public  execution  is  to  be  at  Belem , 
where  the  duke  D' Ave  'tro^  the  marquis  of  Pa- 
'lora^  his  fon,  his  wife,  children,  and  fome 
others  are  to  be  racked  fingly, — that  each 
may  fuffer  from  the  horrors  endured  by  the 
child  and  parent  :  the  fcaffold  is  erecffed  op- 
pofite  to  tne  place  of  their  confinement,  where 
eight  wheels  aie  fixed  for  their  execution. 
T  he  marchionefs  of  Pavora  is  to  be  beheaded  ; 
the  young  marquis  of  Pavora,  the  count  of 
Atcuguiay  and  three  fervants,  are  to  be  ftran- 
gled  at  the  flake,  and  their  limbs  afterwards 

broken. 
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broken.  The  duke  D' Avclro  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Tavora,  are  to  have  their  limbs  broke 
alive,  and  two  ladies  near  relations  to  this 
unhappv  family,  have  died  raving  mad  in  the 
convent  Das  Grilas. 

The  prevention  of  this  aflaffination  has 
been  fortunate  to  the  reigning  family,  and 
tho’  the  execution  of  the  aflaflins  will  be  cruel, 
dreadful  and  bloody,  neverthe!  fs  i:  does  no: 
occafion  even  a  whifper  here,  when  with 

you  it  would  make  a  riotous  murd _ The 

duke  D’Aveiro  is  a  well  made  little  m»n>  live¬ 
ly  and  agreeable,  and  in  the  51ft.  ye:  r  of 
his  age. — The  marquis  of  Davor  a,  who  is 
fprung  from  the  moll  illuftrious  family  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  is  about  55  ;  genteel,  middle  feature, 
of  a  comely  countenance  and  grave  —The 
marchionds  of  Tavora  his  wife,  is  min  and 
fhort,  eafy  and  courteous  in  her  b  haviour, 
and  affectionate  to  her  hnfb.md,  ch’idren  and 
family  :  (he  bears  the  chara&er  ot  an  amia¬ 
ble  woman  a  good  mother  and  a  lady  of 
great  underllan ding.  In  her  50th.  yea"  fhe 
attended  the  marquis  to  India,  r.d  in  her 
59th  d  ics  with  her  huiband  — The  two  Ions 
of  this  unhappy  afpiring  couple,  one  .iged  36, 
the  otner  23,  fuffer  with  their  parents  ---The 
earl  of  Atouguia  is  a  furly  dift^ree.ib  man, 
about  36  years  of  age,  and  married  in  the 

Tavora 
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Tavora  family.  If  you  knew  how  dangerous 
it  was  to  fpeak  here,  you  would  be  the  more 
furprifed  to  find  me  acquainted  with  fo  many 
particulars  relative  to  thefe  confpirators.  W e 
have  been  detained  by  the  king  many  days 
longer  than  the  commodore  intended  (laying, 
— by  way  of  awing  the  rebels;  and  to  be 
fure,  were  our  canon  required,  we  could  in 
a  few  hours  level  that,  unfhook  by  the  earth¬ 
quake  ;  but  the  fruit  belonging  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  being  long  packed,  and  fubje£t  to  da¬ 
mage,  the  commodore  has  determined,  for 
the  fake  of  the  cargoes,  to  depart, — at  the 
fame  time  leaving  three  fhips  of  war  to  protect 
the  port.  The  departure  is  no  ways  difagree- 
able  to  me,  for  I  can  fafely  fay,  I  bid  adieu 
to  capital,  theft,  murder,  ignorance  and  ruin. 

I  am,  &c. 

P.  S .  The  nobleft,  ufeful  piece  of  arch- 
te&ure  in  this  country,  is  the  aqueduct, 
which  convey  all  the  water  ufed  in  the  city 
upwards  of  ten  miles  :  the  arches  are  built 
in  a  conic  form,  and  the  center  one  is  big 
enough  to  let  the  Royal  George  pafs  through 
under  /ail.  It  has  received  very  little  da¬ 
mage  from  the  earthquake. 


(  i6i  ) 

LETTER  XXXVIII. 
To  H.  M.  Efq  ; 


Off  the  Port  of  Breff, 
July  23,  1759. 

YESTERDAY,  early  in  the  morn, 
we  were  moft  agreeably  farprized  with 
the  fight  of  four  French  men  of  war,  under 
the  land  ;  but  falling  calm,  it  prevented  a 
general  a£tion.  Mr.  Hcrvey,  in  the  Mon¬ 
mouth,  received  and  returned  feveral  broad- 
fides  ;---but  the  enemy’s  fliip  grounding,  and 
he  being  under  the  fire  of  three  batteries,  was 
obliged  to  come  off  to  fave  his  fliip. — No  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  king’s  fcrvice  could  acquit  himfelf 
with  greater  gallantry  upon  the  occafion,  nor 
behave  with  more  vigilance  and  affiduity. 
Thtfe  four  fhips  of  war  were  intended  to  pro¬ 
tect  eight  tranfports  to  Goree .  We  are  now 
anchored  in  the  road  off  Bicjl,  with  all  the 
cafe  and  compolure  you  can  conceive  men  to 
have,  whofe  moll:  ardent  vvifhes  are  to  try 
their  ffrength  with  their  foe  : — we  ride  in  the 
fight  of  four  French  fags,  and  13  fail  of  line 
of  battle  fhips, — and  offer  fuch  daily  infults 
on  their  own  dunghill,  that  were  they  men 
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of  courage, - they  would  fight,  tho’  fure  of 

lofing  the  victory  :  but  upon  my  word,  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  would  perplex  human  invention,  to 
find  a  fufticient  provocation  to  make  them  come 
to  action.  Every  news-paper  which  is  brought 
out  here, — is  filled  with  farcafms  and  abufe  of 
us— for  bad  conduct,  kc.  tho’  at  the  fame 
time  nothing  can  furpafs  Sir  Edward  Hawke’s 
vigilance,  and  no  French  admiral  his  courage 
and  judgment.  Every  time  you  hear  that  we 

are  to  the.  northward  of  UJhant , - the  city 

cries  out,  “  What  can  they  be  doing,  to  give 
Cw  the  French  fuch  an  opportunity  to  come 
<c  out  r”-— not  confidering  or  knowing  at  this 
time  it  blew  a  fterm  from  the  weft.  Thefe 
gentlemen  fhould  be  a  little  more  acquainted 
with  geography  and  navigation,  before  they 
commit  their  opinions  to  the  prefs  :  they 
fhould  confider  with  a  wefterly  wind,  it  is  ne- 
ceftary  to  keep  the  Engiifh  channel  open,  for 
fear  of  wrecking:  this  fleet  on  the  coaft  of 
France,— and  likewife,  that  that  very  wind 
prevents  the  ftirring  of  any  fhip  in  Brcjl  water. 
Indeed  your  city  tailors  are  quite  as  ignorant 
as  the  noble  perfonage,  who  afked  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh ,  44  Whether  he  made  his  fhip  faft  to  a 
“  tree  in  the  night.” — Tho*  you  truly  think 
upon  this  fleet  your  lives  and  fortunes  depend, 
yet  to  fupport  the  people  in  it,  you  have  at  laft 

confidered 
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confidered  frefti  provifions  arc  necefiary  -it 
is  a  pity  this  charitable  thought  did  not  occur 
fooner,--  -for  alas!  we  are  very  fickly  ;  be- 
fides,  there  is  fuch  an  abufe  in  the  provifions 
fent  out, — that  immediately  on  their  arrival, 
a  third  part  have  been  condemned  not  fit  to 
eat.  This  ariles  from  venal  contra&s  and 
bribery,  which  makes  it  ablolutely  neceflary 
for  the  government  to  appoint  men  of  fwoni 
integrity  to  infpect  into  every  thing,  before 
Eiipp.d  by  agents  and  contractors.  You  may 
be  certain  a  cruize  with  all  tbefe  inconveni¬ 
ences  and  inaEivitv,  muft  be  tedious  and  dii- 
agreeable,  and  would  be  more  fo,  were  v/c  not 
amuled  with  the  pafiing  and  repaying  of  imps 
to  and  from  England.  I  give  you  maritime 
fcribble  enough  to  weary  the  patience  ct  any 
man,  and  yet  we  have  nothing  cife  to  write, 

for  nothing  elfe  occurs  ; - and  to  fill  a  letter 

up  with  duty,  love,  and  compliment,  would  be 
only  writing  what  is  daily  written  from  every 
village  in  England. — This  nautick  epillle  was 
begun  the  23d  of  July,  and  had  not  been  fi- 
nifbed  the  2d  of  Auguft,  if  Prince  Edward  had 
not  come  out  in  th c  Hero. — We  received  him 
yefterday,  with  all  thofe  military  honours 
due  to  his  illuftrious  birth  and  rank,-— and 
with  that  peculiar  pleafure  which  the  fub- 
jedf  mud  feel  for  a  prince,  whofe  qualities 
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render  him  the  admiration  of  all  the  world. 
-—We  are  not  a  little  proud  of  a  king’s  bro¬ 
ther  being  a  midfhipman  ;  his  Royal  Highnefs 
going  through  the  different  degrees  of  the  fer- 
vice,  gives  fpirits  to  the  whole  corps, — and 
the  attention  he  pays  to  the  various  duties  of 
a  fleet,  will  one  day  be  the  happy  means  of 
making  him  a  glory  to  his  country. 

I  &c. 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

To  L.  L.  ETq. 

Off  Bred  at  Sea,  Augufl  16,  1 7 59- 

I  HAD  better  fend  you  my  journal  at  once, 
with  the  hourly  occurrences  of  the  log,  as 
be  continually  troubling  you  with  dull  anec¬ 
dotes  from  on  board  of  (hip  :  if  we  have  any 
thing  new,  it  is  of  fo  trifling  a  nature,  you  will 
fcarce  have  patience  to  perufe  it— and  I  am 
convinced,  \*e  can  fend  vou  no  news  that  is 
acceptable,  but  the  beating  of  the  French  fleet ; 

and  your  fears  at  home  are  fo  great - that^ 

believe  you  arc  fometimcs  inclined  to 
they  Will  beat  us  :  but  if  I  can  r',no\ e  tnat 
doubt  with  a  moft  faithful  proajl^e5  I  will,  al- 
fure  you  on  my  honour  bfe, — -when¬ 

ever  they  come  out,  ',c  WI^  beat  them. — 
There  is  no  kind  cTjoubt  but  their  intentions 

are  to  invade  Jfclcind  ; - and  that  the  duke 

D'Jguillcn  Jias  an  army  ready  to  embark 
from  6)*iberoGn  bay,  as  foon  as  the  Brcjl 
fleet  can  appear  to  protedl  and  convoy  them. 
Thefe  dreadful  menaces,  tho’  at  a  great  dif- 
tance,  keep  you  in  continual  feats.  For  my 
own  part,  I  cannot  fay  whether  Conflans  will 
frir  or  no; — to  appearances  he  does  not  feem 
to  have  much  inclination  but  we  have  two 
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more  objects  in  view,  pleafing  as  his  fleet,— 
and,  like  Bobadil ,  we  will  beat  them  all. 
Monfteur  Bcmpart  is  hourly  expelled  from  the 
//  eji  Indies,  and  D'Clue  is  certainly  out  of 
Toulon, — but  I  fear  he  is  failed  to  the  fouth- 
w.ird  j — -but  li  they  fhould  come  this  way, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
will  remit  you  pleafing  accounts  of  his  con* 
du6L 

Alas  !  my  dear  friend,  amidft  thefe  plea¬ 
fing  hopes,  -the  moft  melancholy  accident  has 
jud  attended  two  young  gentlemen  :  perhaps, 
iuch  as  eye  never  beheld  before,  or  ear  ever 
heard  related.  They  were  climbing  up  the 
top-mafl:  fhrouds,  one  above  the  other,  to 
t!.  mfelves  acquainted  with  the  particu- 
iar  of  the  fliip.  Mr.  Cox  was  the  ur- 

permoft ;  bo  l0fln2r  his  held,  threw  down 
Mr.  Gaven  bei^v  him.— They  flruck  with 
their  heads  open  th%  rnuzzles  of  the  guns, 
anc  *ed  into  the  water  the  time  was  very 
fnort  before  they  were  take*  UP?  but  neither 
of  them  ever  /poke  more.  At  thk  time  I  was 
walking  the  quarter-deck,  and  preferred  with 
this  moft  horrid  fpe&acle.  It  is  impoflible 
to  tell  you  what  I  feel  on  the  occafion,  or 
even  to  deferibe  the  general  grief  of  the  Ihip’s 

company,  who  feem  to  a  man  dejedled  ; _ and 

when  they  /peak  of  their  misfortunes,  contend 
who  can  prune  their  virtues  moft,  Thefe 

young 


young  gentlemen  were  pupils  of  mine,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  them  acquainted  with  thebufinefs 
of  a  Teaman  ;  and  furely  two  nobler,  wifer 
boys,  never  launched  into  the  navy  :  had  they 
been  my  brothers,  I  could  not  have  loved 
them  living  more, — nor  can  their  deareft  pa¬ 
rent  lament  their  memories  with  a  truer  grief, 
or  have  a  more  exalted  opinion  of  their  vir¬ 
tues.  In  the  following  epitaph  I  have  not  faid 

fo  much  as  they  deferve, - and  I  lament  that 

your  affectionate  friend  is  not  poffeffed  of  a  bet¬ 
ter  pen  to  immortalize  their  virtues. 

Dead,  ere  their  prime,  are  Lycidas 
And  Adonis,  in  vernal  bloom, 

Twins  lovely  blafted.  Each  young  as  good,  and 
Wife  as  young :  as  Tweet  as  virtuous,  inno¬ 
cent  as  fvveet. 

Both  bkds  of 

Paradife,  in  flight  fublime,  in  plumage 
Exquifite  as  Tong  .  .  Why  gentle  cherubs  did 
You  leave  us  thus  ?  Why  were  your  noble 

forms  emergent 

Dafh’d,  from  that  airy  eminence,  to  ffain 

with  pureft 
Bluod,  the 

Ruthlefs  Tea  ? - Say,  were  ye  of  the  bright 

Seraphrck  hoft  5  and  took  upon  ye  only  mor¬ 
tal  weeds, 


To 


To  fliew  mankind  how  lovely  angels  are,  and 

make 

T-  hem  quit  the  world, 

For  God  ? 

Parents,  if  readers  on  this  ftone 
Retain  the  kindred  tear  ;  think 
What  a  prefent  to  the  gods  you’ve  fent  !  yet 
Still  his  but  the  great  Jevovah’s  due,  ’tis 
what  he  lent.  .Let  this 
To  alter  ages 

Be  a  proof,  ho  //  lovely,  how  lamented  Virtue 
Is !  Blamelefs  they  breath’d,  and  died 
A  pair  unparalleled  ;  and  with  them  took  as 

much 

Goodnefs  as  could 
Live. 


Farewell. 
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LETTER  XL. 

To  G.  T.  Efq. 

Quiberon-Bay,  November  2©,  1759. 

I  A  M  To  full  of  joy  and  fpirit  at  our  own 
vidtory,  that  I  can  hardly  be  civil  enough 
to  take  notice  of  De  Clue  s  defeat, — tho  I  af- 
fure  you  we  thought  we  had  a  right  to  fight 
that  gentleman,  as  he  certainly  defigned  to 
join  Confans9 s  fleet  :  but  Mr.  Bofcawen  has 
fayed  us  that  trouble,  and  taken,  with  jus¬ 
tice,  our  imaginary  laurels  to  himfelf.  I  he 
Ocean ,  commanded  by  De  Clue ,  is  on  fhore 
on  the  coaft  of  Portugal ,  and  he  has  loft  one 
of  his  legs  in  the  adtion  :  two  fhips  of  74, 
and  one  of  64  guns  are  taken,  and  one  of  84* 
and  one  of  74  guns  burnt  ;  fume  have  efcap- 
ed  to  Cadiz ,  and  fome  to  Lijbon  \ — but  to  in¬ 
tercept  thefe  lame  ducks,  we  have  difpatched 
flying  fquadrens  to  every  point  of  the  com- 
pafs.  It  is  now  with  the  French  as  it  is  with 
the  hares,-— there  is  not  a  dog  of  any  kind 
but  thinks  them  lawful  game,  and  that  he 
has  a  right  to  hunt  them,— and  I  heartily  wifli 

to  have  the  plcafure  of  courfing  thele, - if 

they  have  courage  enough  to  quit  their  forms. 
— On  Saturday  the  13th  of  October,  a  ftrong 
gale  of  wind  at  weft,  obliged  us  to  bear  up  for 

Plymouth, 
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Plymouth,  from  whence  we  failed  on  the 
19th, — and  kept  our  dation  off  the  ifle  of 
Vfhant ,  till  November  the  icth — when  a  fe¬ 
cund  dorm  at  wed  drove  us  to  Torbay ,  from 
whence  we  failed  on  the  73th,  but  cot  Id  not 
keep  the  fea.  In  this  redlefs  fltuation,  we 
had  feme  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  intentions 
to  move,  and  prompted  with  hope  and  anxie¬ 
ty,  got  on  the  1 6th  within  feventeen  leagues  of 
XJjhant ,  where  the  Swallow  (loop  mod  agree¬ 
ably  furprized  us  with  the  news  of  Conflans’s 
failing  from  Brejl  on  the  14th,  with  a  fleet  of 
21  fail  of  the  line  and  4  frigates.  It  is  im- 
poflible  for  you  to  conceive  what  j-oy  this  news 
gave  our  feurvy  fpirits,  what  an  alteration  it 
made  when  w’e  had  the  mod  fanguine  hopes 
of  being  revenged  on  a  fleet,  that  had  kept  us 
at  fea  eight  months,  and  every  day  widiing 
them  to  come  out :  we  call  it  the  period  of  all 

our  misfortune^, - and  crown  curfelves  with 

the  laurels  of  victory.  Fired  with  the  trued 
Britifh  courage,  away  we  deered  for  Belleijle , 
bemg  well  allured  the  marfhal  of  Fi  ance  me¬ 
ditated  the  dedrudlion  of  Mr.  Duff’s  fquadron, 
which  confined  the  vedels,  intended  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  troops  under  the  duke 
D'Aguillon^  in  a  river  contiguous  to  ^uiberon 
bay.  But  how  have  we  frudrated  all  their 
fchemes  this  day  !  Difcovering  early  in  the 
morning  this  formidable  Armada  under  Bel- 


(  I7I  ) 

leijle ,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  gave  the  general 
fignal  for  chace  ; — when  all,  with  equal  emu¬ 
lation,  feem’d  to  ffart  for  the  lillies  of  France . 
At  half  an  hour  paft  two  in  the  Afternoon, 
Sir  John  Bentley  in  the  JFarfpite  began  the 
adtion,— but — at  tco  great  a  diftance, — when 
JVIr.  Denis  in  the  Dorfietfinre  paft  on,  refened 
Ins  tire,  tho’  continually  cannonaded  by  the 
whole  fleet,  but  was  loon  feconded  by  the  Re - 
fclutiony  Magnamme ,  Revenge ,  Forbay ,  and 
Defiance:  the  conteft  was  warm  till  half  an 
hour  pa  lb  four,  when  the  F  he  fie  funk,  and  the 
Formidable ,  rear-admiral  Count  de  Merger, 
ftruck  his  colours.  Confians  in  the  Soleil  Royal 
kept  a  running  fire,  fleering  directly  for  the 
fhoic, — and  grounded  before  the  Royal  George 
could  come  up  with  her.  I  he  night  coming 
on.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  haul’d  off,  when  the 
Superbe  funk  clofe  to  him  darknefs  prevent  d 
the  fleet  effecting  more,—  -fo  a  general  fignal 
was  made  to  anchor. 

The  next  morning  difeovered  the  damages 
done  the  preceding  evening  :  the  Dorfetjhire 
had  13  killed  and  55  wounded  ;  the  Refolution 
difmafted  on  (hore,  alfo  th zEficx  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  afliff  her  -the  crews  of  both  were 
faved,  except  80  men,  who  went  on  fhore  on 
rafts  ;  the  Alagnanime  had  15  killed  and  65 

wounded  ; 
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wounded  ;  the  Revenge  had  8  killed  and  30 
wounded  3— the  Torbay  3  killed. 

Mr.  Denis,  after  the  action,  received  the 
particular  thanks  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke ,  and 
the  compliments  of  the  captains  of  the  fleet; 
—  for  if  a  diflinguifhed  courage  and  bravery, 
merit  the  private  and  public  attention  of  man¬ 
kind,-— no  perfon  can  have  a  greater  right  to 
it  than  himfelf. 

One  part  of  marfhal  de  Conjlans's  conduct 
deferves  your  attention  :  when  the  count  de 
Verger  in  the  Formidable  was  warmly  engaged 
with  the  flying  van  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke's 
fleet,  the  marfhal,  according  to  the  manuceuvre 
of  the  French,  kept  the  hcadmofl  {hip,— and 
had  a  diftant  canonading,  fupported  by  ten 
more,  againft  the  Royal  George  5  but  the  night 
coming  on  and  blowing  hard,  he  brought  the 
Soleil  Royal  to  an  anchor.  The  next  morning 
at  the  dawn  of  day,  when  he  came  to  confider 
his  late  condudf,  he  judicioufly,  to  give  a  glofs 
to  his  defeat,  run  his  fhip  on  fhore,  and  paf- 
fing  clofe  to  the  Hero ,  (that  had  fubmitted 
in  the  ad-on)  he  fired  a  fhot  at  her  ; — upon 
which  they  flipped  their  cable,  rehoifled  their 
colours,  and  bravely  followed  their  admi¬ 
ral  cn  fhore,— abandoning  their  Chips  to  be 
plundered  and  burnt  by  us.  This  at  Pans 

will 
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will  be  a  fufficient  theme  for  the  molt  imnu- 
dent  gafconade  ;  for  by  a  good  relation  it  will 
appear  he  loffc  his  own  fhip  in  the  action,  but 
before  he  quitted  her,— he  retook,  by  his  bra¬ 
very,  vigilance,  and  activity,  the  vanquifhed 
Hero. — When  we  confider  the  m  ufhal’s  pu- 

fillanimity  and  behaviour, - there  is  fame 

judgment  in  this  adtion.  The  divifion  com¬ 
manded  by  the  count  de  Verger  behaved  very 
gallantly,  and  equal  to  the  good  example  he 
gave  them.— —In  the  beginning  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  he  was  wounded,  and  carried  from  the 
deck,— but  as  foon  as  his  wounds  were  dref- 
fed,  he  was  brought  up  in  a  chair-— where  he 
was  killed,  and  his  brother,  who  fucceeded 
him  in  the  command,  fell  foon  after  him;--— 
the  fecond  captain  alfo  being  killed,— the 
command  devolved  on  the  fi,{t  lieutenant, 
who  {truck  the  colours.  The  bodies  of  thete 
three  valiant  men  were  fent  on  lhore  by  Sir 
Edward  Hawke ,  and  buried  by  the  duke 
jy Aguillon ,  with  all  thofc  military  honours 
due  to  their  exemplary  characters. 

I  mud  confefs  I  am  a  little  afliamed  for  de¬ 
taining  you  fo  long  in  reading  a  mere  tailor's 
letter,  efpecially  when  I  can  only  make  this 
apology,— —that  writing  after  a  great  victory* 
gives  an  intoxication  only  known  to  thofe  who 

have 
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have  fought  and  conquered, - and  amongft 

the  number  to  your  friend,  failor,  and  hum¬ 
ble  fervant,  &c. 

P,  S.  This  Pojlfcript  anecdote  (hall  not  be 
tedious.  When  this  mighty  fleet  left  Brejl , — 
all  the  officers  were  rolling  about  the  decks 

with  fea-ficknefs, - and  when  they  came  to 

adlion,  were  as  unfit  to  fight  as  dance  :  they 
might  truly  fay,  not  fing,  with  the  duke  of 
Dcrfet , 

“  What  refiftan.ee  can  they  find, 

<c  From  men  who’ve  left  their  hearts  and 
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letter  xli. 

To  G.  T.  Efq. 

Plymouth,  December  23,  1759. 

r"TM  II  E  honours  we  acquired  by  beat- 
JL  ing  the  French  fleet,  compenfated  for 
all  the  fatigues  of  an  eight  months  cruize,  and 
the  dangers  of  the  battle  but  nothing  can 
ever  be  equivalent  to  the  horrors  fuftained  in 
our  paffage  home  with  the  Formidable  ; — the 
misfortunes  and  diftrefics  which  afRidled  the 

1}] i p  and  crew  are  not.  to  be  pa  a’lel’d  : - fhe 

was  often  finking  from  the  number  of  fhet- 
holes  received  in  the  engagement:, — difmafted 
by  the  violence  of  the  {form,  and  for  many 
hours  the  fport  of  the  winds  and  waves  : — 
her  coppers  wafhed  away, — for  want  of  which, 
her  people  fubfifted  four  days  on  the  boat- 
fwain’s  tallow. --When  th z  DorfetJInre  rejoin’d 
her  in  this  melancholy  fituation,- — fhe  had 
but  ten  days  half  allowance  for  500  men,— 
and  found  herfelf  under  a  ncceffity,  at  that 
time,  of  abiding  1200  lfarvcd  with  hunger 
and  fatigue  : — but  in  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  grow¬ 
ing  misfortunes,  a  favourable  breeze  fprung 
up,  and  biought  us  fafe  to  this  place, — where 

Q^2  the 
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the  fir#  letter  gave  me  a  (hock  beyond  all  and 
every  melancholy  woe  and  hard  ill  ip  hitherto 
experienced, — in  the  death  of  my  uncle  Muf- 

gravc,  O  my  friend  !  what  have  we  loft  ! - 

All  that  was  great,  good,  honourable,  or  vir¬ 
tuous;  all  that  was  wife,  generous,  and  no¬ 
ble.  A  man,  whofe  integrity  of  foul,  whofe 
accomplished  manners,  vivacity  of  difpofition, 
temper,  judgment,  and  humanity,  rendered 
him  at  once  the  envy  and  the  glory  of  his  time. 
No  perfon  ever  knew  him,  but  loved  him  $ 
nor  was  his  death  lefs  glorious  than  his  life; 
for  every  friend  when  living  was  as  emulous 
to  praife  him,  as  when  dead  to  lament  him. 
The  world  has  loft  a  great  friend,  fociety  a 
greater,  and  individuals  the  greateft  5  — 
among#  which  none  fhall  be  my  rival  but  his 
widow.  O  George  !  what  is  there  that  we 
pofiefs,  but  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  it  ?  — 
His  munificence  and  tendernefs  raifed  us  in  our 
earlieft  years ;  his  paternal  care  ever  watched 
over  our  education  ; — and  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  fcholar,  he  joined  the  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  the  manners  of  the  moft  accom- 
plifhed  gentleman  :  His  cordial  admonitions 
have  been  the  happy  means  of  fleering  us 
through  this  world  of  vice,  without  beine  a 
difgrace  to  our  kindred,  or  a  blot  to  fociety  ; 
his  friendlbip  has  raifed  us  to  the  pofls  of  ho¬ 
nour 
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nour  we  occupy* - and,  alas !  I  fear  in  his 

death,  we  Iofe  every  hope  of  advancement. — 
There  are  few  men  living,  who  can  boad:  of 
having  fuch  a  parent,- -and  none  excel  my 
griefs,  for  the  lofs  of  every  thing  that  the 
God  of  nature  and  the  world  could  beftow. 
I  have  now  nothing  remaining  by  me,  but 
thofe  falutary  maxims  he  gave  me  in  his  let¬ 
ters,  and  the  lively  remembrance  of  a  man* 
whom  few  equalled,  whom  none  excelled. — 
The  laft  admonitions  I  received  fiom  him 
were  fo  fhort,  and  fo  good,  that  I  cannot  for¬ 
bear  repeating  them  to  you,  tho’  you  have  of¬ 
ten  had  them  from  his  own  mouth. — 44  Love 
‘4  God  above  all  things,  your  neighbour  as 
44  yourfelf,  and  do  unto  all,  as  you  would 
“  be  done  unto.— -Be  careful  of  your  money, 
44  without  being  covetous  ;  for  remember, 
44  friends  of  any  kind  are  fcarce,  and  pecuniary 
44  ones  moll:  fo  ; — for  in  this  venal  age  you’ll 
44  find  few  fo  ibeady  to  you  as  ten  guineas  :  men 
4,4  love  money  too  well  to  part  with  it  y  but 
44  when  you  fpend  it,  let  it  be  in  better  cosi- 
44  pany  than  yourfelf ;  for  of  all  fatal  rocks, 
44  avoid  low  company!”  Such  were  the  maxims 
he  recommended  and  wifaed  us  to  imbibe.  O  ! 
I  could  write  rheams  to  his  memory  with  my 
own  tears ;  but  all  my  efforts  are  weak,  when 

Q_3  I  recollect 
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I  recollect  they  are  to  praife  a  man,  who  had 
rhe  greateft  virtues,  with  the  feweft  vices.-— 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend, — -and  let  us,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  ability,  be  as  fteady  to  the  or¬ 
phan,  as  he  has  been  to  us  :  and  as  we  are 
fenfible  of  his  good  deeds  and  friendfhip,  let 
us  be  equally  a£live  and  attentive  to  thofe 
who  may  ever  require  sur  afiiftance. 


Adieu* 
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Great  events  from  little 

CAUSES;  being  a  Seledf  Collection  of 
Narratives  of  the  Revolutions  that  have  hap¬ 
pened  from  the  beginning  of  time  to  the  pre- 
fent  period.  Drawn  from  the  writing  of  the 
beft  Hiftorians,  ancient  and  modern  ;  and  pe- 
rufed  by  the  author  with  the  utmoft  attention. 
Wherein  are  {hewn  the  fprings  which  fet  the 
world  in  motion,  and  the  caufes  ftho’  tfeem- 
ingly  inconfiderable)  from  whence  the  moft 
extraordinary  incidents  have  been  produced. 
This  work  is  accurately  taken  from  large  trads 
in  different  languages  ;  brought  into  one 
portable  volume,  related  in  a  pleafing  manner, 
and  confidered  in  a  new  light.  Tranflated 
from  the  Paris  edition  of  the  celebrated  Mon- 
fieur  A.  Richer,  as  publifhed  in  176 7.  Price 
fewed  in  blue  paper,  2s.  2d.  bound  and  letter¬ 
ed,  a  Britifh  half-crown. 
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JNSTITUTES  or  Principles  of  Health, 
{hewing,  from  Reafon  and  Experience,  that 
Prevention  is  the  beft  Medicine,  and  in  every 
man  s  power,  without  the  ailiftance  or  advice 
of  a  phyfician. 


Here  follows  a  fhort  view  of  the  work. 

The  author  accufes  himfelf  of  having  for¬ 
merly  ilighte  thefe  principles,  by  which  omif- 
hon  he  forfeited  his  Health.  He  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  inexpreffible  good  he  afterwards  re¬ 
ceived  by  obferving  them.  He  hath  with 
great  application  read  the  mofr  eminent  me¬ 
dical  authors,  and  ebferves  that  they  contra¬ 
dict  one  another  in  eiTential  points.  Very  e- 
minent  phyficians  have  founded  their  practice 
on  the  preventive  principles  of  diet  and  exer- 
cife.  Short  hiilories  of  great  men  who  have 
preferved  and  lengthened  their  lives  by  pre¬ 
ventives.  The  ancient  Romans  u fed  the  pre¬ 
ventive  pra&ice  of  p hylic,  before  they  were 
unmanned  by  luxury.  A  fhort  regimen  of 
health,  alfo  a  daily  fyftem  concerning  diet 
and  exercife.  Of  drink.  Of  air.  Of  bathing. 
OfDrefs.  Of  the  paffions.  Sugar  hurtful 
to  the  animal  oeconomy.  Plain  diet  produces 
good  blood  and  good  complexion.  The  fub- 
lime  of  tafte  to  be  found  in  the  plaineft  diet. 
Rich  diet  dulls  the  fenfes.  The  wines  of 
France  prejudicial  to  health.  The  author  al¬ 
ways  appeals  to  reafon,  and  hath  laid  down 
his  precepts  as  near  as  he  could  to  the  tefl  of 
nature,  that  fupreme  ftandard  of  truth. 

(Price  a  Britifh  Shilling.) 


